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LORD WILLIAM BBNTINCK 


CHAPTER 1 
Eauly Lira 

Tilt admioutnUoD of Lord William BoBtiaek 
one of peace. Following the adminutntkms of 
ComwaUie, Welleelejr. Hastinge, end Amhent, end 
preceding Iboee of Auckland, Hiudlnge, and Dalbondo. 
through the abeeaee foreign adventure and terri* 
torial oonqueai hie Qovornor>Ceaer4labip maj eeem 
oommonplaee in oomparinon with oonqnerm who 
entabed the UjYore and MaiAthd eonfedexaeies, 
planted the banaera of the Ooiepanjr on the IndiM 
and the Inawaddy, and put forward the right of the 
rulen of laiha to exeroiae a eontrollmg ioftoasoe over 
Afghiniatin. But the very oooiimai between the 
of Lord William Bentinok'i adaipiitratioo 
and that of the other Brituh Gktvexnor-Oenerale 
whom we have named aervee to bring into itronger 
relief the inportanoe of the work he acoompliihed in 
the euking of the India of to-daj. 
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111* j’ouDgesl studoot of the growth of the Britieh 
power in Indt* doe* not need to be toKl tb*t we firet 
went to tbAt oountrj m tmdere, and that our only 
repreoentAttvee were morclianto wlto thought nothing 
eboot the politioe of the country or of interfering wiUt 
the Netire Powere, and who wore oxelnsivoly engegoi 
in their oounling-booMe. That condition of things 
wont on for neai’ly 150 yeare, and when tho oompcUtion 
with t)ie Freneh, who would bavo oxpoUed all other 
European traders if the piogminino of Dnplotx bad 
been realisod, resulted in our unexpected triantph, 
acoomplished by the genius of OHto, the East India 
Company—still cherishing aboTO iorritorial poaeoesions 
and military glory the oommereial monopoly granted 
by Elitaheth and extended by Anne—preserved its 
character as a society of merchants, esteoming its 
annual investment in obontry goods, whotlicr in 
Bengal, Bombay, or Madras, of far higher importance 
than matters of administration. 

Tho East India Company, true to ita origin, clung 
to its padfio vocation to the end, in spite of evoty 
temptation to play a sovereign part. Qreatness was 
forced upon it by the many remarkable men who 
Appearod in its service for sixty yea» after Clive hail 
pointed out the easy and attractive road to wider 
dominiocL It regretted tho diversion of money from 
the legitimate punuit of trade to tho maintenance of 
armies, and it only reconeiled itself to tho oourse 
beeauM Warren Hastings proved that tho execution of 
a great policy in India did not neoessarily entail the 
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paymtnt of a BzoaUer dividaod in Stmt 

Tko oooquMt of a frwh province wae for many yeai'a 
the cane* of as mucb anxiety as aatisfacticm to the 
Honoorable Court 

Whan tbe Charter of the East India Company was 
renewed by Parliament in 1793 those feelingi were in 
full force, and if it bad then been renewed with any 
terioos dimlnutioo of ite oomtaeroial priTilegee it 
wonld have been deprived of half ite value. Vety 
much the eamo feeling was prevalent when it was 
again renewed in 1813, although on this oeeasien the 
Company WM deprived of the monopoly of the trade 
with India. It retained however the UMet iaioured 
position for carrying on this trade, and it preserved 
the monopoly of that with China. Lord William 
Bentinck was sent to India when tbe leoawal of the 
Charter had again become imminent and formed the 
burning question in Anglo-Indian cirelea. but a gnat 
change bad passed over tbe spirit of tbe Direetoi* of 
tbe East India Company. Certain facts bad become 
patent to even the most prejudiced minds in Leaden- 
liall Street, and it was recoguised that a change was 
at band. Tbe inaintenanoo of any oommereial 
monopoly was in antipathy to tbe fane spirit of 
a trading people like the Knglltb. Tliat osrtain 
gentlemen trading with China should be privileged, 
and that the bulk of the nation attempting tbe tame 
thing should bo denounced m interlopers, outside the 
law. and little better than piratce, was nothing more 
AT less than an anachronism. The Court had begun 
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to )D 1827, wbm it ofTeml the Ooveinor- 

Oeaendibip to Lord Williun Bentinek, that » radical 
change in ita tenure of authority in India wae at band, 
and that ite earaer might be curtailed if not eumuiarily 
ended. 

There wu no longer any reasonable hope of lU 
1‘Otaiiiing an exoluaiTe bold upon China, and ae ite 
conneotioD with that country wae purely eommereial, 
and a» it poMeaeed so tenitorial base to pot it on 
tenoB of vantage with outude trader*, tbo withdrawal 
of the monopoly could not but eignify a diaUnct loea 
of rerenua This prospect was rendered tbo more 
eeriooa because the profits from the Cbineee trade 
were far in cxoeaa of its dimmtsions, and because the 
cepaeity of the Chinese for oonsuining opium and 
paying silver then seemed to be unlimited. At tbo 
seius moment U happened that the heavy expeneoe of 
the firet Burmese war bad produced a serious deficit 
in the finances of Lidia, which inspired apprehension 
for tho futura Tbo possible Joss of any source of 
revenue or profit was therefore a cauee of tho deepest 
Bolieitade to the Courts and it oonscquently booaino a 
matter of Uie first importance to asoertain bow far an 
equilibrium in the finoncon could be attained by 
internal eoonomiee nod a rigid ahetestion from 
external advontorea The solution of tbat difficult 
problem was entrusted to I<ord William Bentinok, ami 
it remains te his enduring credit that he solved it 
with perfect satisfaction to hia employers and to the 
natives of THdix. 
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IX 


Th« wiUidlnw&l of iU loot tndlng xaonopolj 
the ceMatioo of ita eommei-eUl ohareeter broogbt the 
Kart lodia Com|)eny face to (tot with greto admioii- 
trative rMponaibUitiaa. It ia quite tnie that it bad 
already aeoepied and aooompUabed the of 
gOTemiog India; but to govern India under the 
eonditiona which prevailed whan Clive, Warren 
Haetinga, or even Welleeley, ruled eupreae, waa lea 
difficult than it had become in Bentinok'e day or tlian 
it ia now. In the earlier days pablie opinico waa 
rarely arouied in Indian matters exoepi to applaud 
the reaolt, and aa the rceuU waa always a triumph 
aearohing criticiain waa never oalled forth. But in 
these times, end the origin of the method datM from 
the rule of Lord William Bentinck, every act or neaaun 
of the Indian Executive ia aubjeeted to the Mvoreat 
and moat searching eriUeiam long before it la peeaible 
to say what its result will be. J>urmg the dohatee on 
the renewal of the Qiarter there were the loudest 
proUetations on both aldos that India would infTer if 
the deciaton of matters affecting it were to be biaaeed 
by the party ooosiderationa prevailing in Engliah 
polities. 

The aecoptance vi the Oovenmeut of India by the 
East India Company in in Uie most formal 
manner aa the dele^te of Uw British Crown and 
Parliament, and tha reoognition <ri its reapoaailHlity 
for the charge to the House of Commona and publie 
opinion, waa a grave and tnomentouB atep, as tha 
Company did not pomeea the machinery aeoeasary to 
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diMbarg* iU trtut with and with aatiaCMtion 

to tko public ooQKienea. It it tnic that the ocasation 
of tboir dotieo aa mcrebanU left the aarvanta of 
tbe Company at liberty to devote their time and 
attention to mattan of vlmi&iatxation and alTain of 
State- Bat their number* were not inffieient, and the 
revenue would not admit of their increase, to enable 
the Indian Qovommont to perform all the duties 
that were expected of iL The solution of tfacso 
diffienlt questions waa not found daring Lord Williaot 
Bontinok'i administration alone, but ho certainly 
indicated the true diieotion in which they ihonld bo 
solved,and provided to agreatoxtent Ibemaehioerjfor 
solving them. The part which Lord William Bcntinek 
took in aboliahing oertain malpraotieee and inhumani- 
ties deserves a tribute of praise, and will be referred 
to in its proper place: but the momentona deoiaion to 
make the Engliah language the official and lUerar}!’ 
tongue of the Peninsula npreeenta the ealient feature 
in his adroiniatratioD, and makes bis Govemor-Gonetml* 
ship stand out as a landmark in Indian history. 

His tenure of authority thus repzeaonta a turning- 
point in British rule ia India. It ineludea the period 
when the Sut India Company, caating aside ite garb 
ae a oommeroial body, boldly grappled with Indian 
probleme, and beoame a reigning Government alene. 
The <■—antlal difference in tbe principle of adminis¬ 
tration was well described by tbe 1 ^ Sir Cbarlee 
IVevelyan in his evidence before tbe Select Committee 
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‘To Lord WUlUiD Bentinok betong* tko grrot prsiio of 
luTiof pke«d ov docBlaion la India oa Ua pro^ fooadatioa 
in tbe rooofaition of Uw gr«at prtDoipk tW ladia k to bo 
goTomcd tor Um boaofit of tbe afj tbal tlia ad* 

TaBlagci which we derive from it eboald onlj be neb ee 
ere ineldeatal to and iafereutial fron (hat eaum of pro- 
oeeding.' 

Regardod from a true bietorioal staadpoiat there 
U DO poriod is tbe Britiah rule of ladia which 
deeervos more attaative study than that which wit- 
neeeed the diaappearanoe of the old tradiag Company 
that bad originally beea started for the exploration of 
the Indiea more thao two oeotorics before, and tbe 
formal aaaumption by th« Company of the heavy 
tank of governing the mUltons of India, an the delegate 
of the Britiah Crown and Parliament, with abeolotc 
joitiee, impartiality, and offieieoey. It is chiefly with 
regard to thie historical metamorphosis that I am 
about to aUempt to bring out the salient features in 
tbe life and Qovemor-Qoneralship of Lord William 
Bentlnek. The biographical dotaile of his oareer, 
although interesting and varied, must be held nbor- 
dinate to tbe part that he played in the development 
of the British administration of 

The family of Bentinck, which has ooenpied in 
KnglLib politics and society a prominent and honour¬ 
able poeitioa during the last two oentoriee, ranks 
among the noblest in tho Netherlands. The heed of 
the family itill resides on the patrimonial property 
in the provinoe of Overgasel and employs tbs style 
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of Coont, A tttl« eonforrod on his toouton In tbo 
mOAt flounabtog days of tho Roly Romon Binpin. 
Bat the gmter aplmdoar and wealth of iht youn^ 
branch, which caoie to England in tho parwn of Hana 
William Beotinck in tho train of William of Orange, 
baa echpeed tho origin from which It aprang, and tho 
hiatorieal intoreat contra in the Dokea of Portland and 
not in the Coanta Bnntinek. Maoaalay haa deoertbod 
in hia brilliant mannor Uio friendahip of William of 
Orange and Bentinek, the growth of Bontinok'a for- 
tunee after hia maatcr boeamo King of England, and 
how, notwithatanding the bitter oppoaition of the 
Engliah Parliament, whioh went no far aa to impeach 
him, Bentinek rotained (he large eatatoe in England, 
Walaa, and Ireland, and the title of Earl of Portland, 
conferred on him by hia grateful and maoh attached 
•OToreigo. Having pasted eueoetafdlly Uiroagfa the 
ordeal which was inevitablo before even the most 
favoured Dnteh nobleman could bo allowed by insular 
prejudice to take a prominont plaoo in tho House of 
Peers, the Earl of Portland lost no opportunity of 
ingratiating himself and hia family with Engliah 
opinion and qualifying himself for tho requirements 
of our country life. Ho had married an English lady 
long before there appeared any chance of hk settling 
in England. His son (tho first Ihike of Portland) and 
his grandion followed his example by marrying into 
tho noble Cunllies of Gainsborough and Oxford. 

In the next generation it was almost forgotten that 
the Bentinek family was one of the few remaining 





LORD WILUAM'S BIRTH 


*5 

evideocw Uwt % Dnteh King bad roignad ov«r Uia 
United Kingdom. The thinl Duke married Lady 
DoroCbj Cavendub, Uie only daughter of the foartb 
Duke of DeTonahire^ who bad played a eouiderable 
part in politim daring the reign of George the 
Second and the eariler yeara of bu sueoeeaor. By 
tbii alUanee the Dakca of Portland bcoanto eonacoted 
vilh the moat andeot and diatinguiabod faailiea 
of Ibo kingdom, and from that time to the pnaent 
their family baa been known by the double name of 
Cavenduh’Beotioek. In 17S3 the Oake of Portland, 
more by the exjgendce of party and for the aake of 
hia apotleaa ebancter than for exceptional ability, waa 
promoted to the Prime Miniaterabip, but tho evanta of 
bia adminiatiation were onimportant, and perbapt the 
moat intereating fact about bia poblio onrcer wu that 
be waa one of the petaona tuppoaed to have been Juaiot. 
But for na be baa a more ponoual intamat in that ha 
waa tha father of Lord William Bentinok. 

William CaTeDdiab-Beotiock, aaoond aon of the 
third Duke of Portland, waa bom on 14th September, 
1774. In 1791 he entered the Coldatream Qaarda 
aa an ensgn, and in the following year ha obtained 
hia eaptunoy in the 3nd Ligbt Dragoona. Two yean 
later bo had attained the rank of lieatenant-Colooel 
of the I4lh Light Dragoona, and in the campaign in 
Flanders of 1794, wbidi waa not creditable to tha 
Eugllab arms, be aerred 00 the ataff of tha Duke of 
York. Hia seal for the lerrice waa abown by hia 
pereonal leqaeet, made ibrou^ hia father, to aerve in 
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Uw W«tt IndiM whtlo the troops rexosined in qusrten 
<lariog tbs wintor of 

From one or two psanog referenots, and from ths 
fact that be wu meDtionsd in dsspatcbss, we mny 
Msiime this yoatbful colonel and aide-de-camp 
of twenty showed that he poescesed some soldioriy 
qualities. Four years later he was spoeially selected 
for the honourable and responsihle task of aocompaoy- 
ing the army of Marshal Suwarrow in its eampHUgn in 
Kortbem Italy and SwiUerland as the military ropre- 
sentatiTs of During the campaign of 1799 

bs acquired a practical experisnoe of the larger opera¬ 
tions of war suoh as was not posseaeed by many 
other English officers at that tima After Suwarrow 
withdrew from Switaerlaad bs remained in the samo 
capacity with the Austrian army ’ in the north of Italy 
until the end of 1801. He was presuit at the dedeiTe 
battle of Marengo, which estahliahod the repntation of 
Napoleon as one of the greatest military geniuses tliat 
the world had erer Men, and throoghOQt the whole of 
the Italian csonpaign of 1800-1 be was always to be 
found wherever the severast fighting was in progToee. 
It is only needfril to name the engagements at whieh 
he was preecnt. BeeideB Marengo, be saw, and wrote 
the official account tat the Engbsh Qovommsnt of. 
the hattles of the Trebbia, Novi, SangKano, and the 

* la OM «r Ua a«spel«lia ha baas aloavaiti iasUvaar l» tka 
rataor asd Savatim at tba Aaalrlaa armr, whUb bu fcond br 
IM fav to apiiraelata it. *ll ia imtieaiSbto to da Joatloa to tba 
▼aUor aad poaaawasco at tba AoatriaM army,' ba wreta 
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pMU^ of the MixuDO eod A^Uge. He «bo witaoMed 
theeiegee of Alewaadrie *nd Coni. Although ftiU qoito 
young, he bad had aix or eeven yean’ experieaoe of tho 
exteocTe warfare going on in Europe, and bad eeeo 
Continental amiea aa well as Kogliah troop* engaged 
with the French. & had also aeqnired some practieal 
knowledge of the poiitioal oondition and popular 
feeUngs of Northern Italy—a fact wbieh explained hia 
action otany yean later, when he exerdaed authority 
in SioUy and appeared aa a victor at Genoa. 

From Italy he proeeeded to ^ypt, where he had 
boon appointed to oommand oavalry attached to 
tbo force under Sir B. Abereromby, but he arrived 
too late to take an aotive part in tbo war, and the 
Treaty of Amiana giving brief traoqaiOiiy to Europe, 
Lord William Bentinek waa relieved of hia datiea and 
returned to England. Very shortly after hia return be 
married on February 19, 1803, Lady Hary Aeheeon, 
second dao^ter of the fiiet Earl of Goaford. Tbreo 
monthe after his marrisge he was nominated by the 
East India Company to the Oovemorabip of ita 
Presidency at Fort St. George, Madras; and thus, as 
perhaps the youngest Governor ever seat &om theao 
shores to rule an Eastern dependenoy, ha oommeaecd 
that Indian career whieb tweoty-6ve years later was 
to be renewed in a loftier position and with wider 
responatlubtieB. Hie Conri wae probably influectood 
in making the appointment by the exceptional military 
experienee of Lord William Bentinek, and by the 
consideration that Fnneh dosigna opon India rabo'i 
o 
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aw teenrrzng aluma until tlta rot<«4t from 
Moaeow. Sapport ia lent to Uiis opinion bj the fMt 
that daring bis Oownorabip the defenoa of tbo ootat 
of Coromandal and of Oayloa agalnat a Frenob deecont 
formad anbjaeta to wbieb ha very fraqaaoUj drew 
attention. Bit tenon of power at Uadna introdoced 
him at an early age to Indian responaibUitiea and 
diffiooltiea, and hie expericncea there—which were, aa 
will be eeen, not free from bittomeaa—exetoked a 
narked isflnenee on hia aobeeqoent ohazmoter and 
eareor. 
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Tm QoTxRxoumr or Hadiu* 

Lo bp W tt.t.TAif BumirCK re«chwl M*drM on Aogiul 
iSpj. •aooeoding in tho po^t of OoToram' of Fort 
Si. Qooxgo Lord Clir*, the only son of th« eonquoror 
of Beogkl. Importofit m this ofBco still was, tbo 
eontro powor htd boon fiudlj ahiftod from 

the ooaai of Coromudel to the Tslley o( the Oangee by 
the bi«tk-op of the MobimmaHan dyn&ety of Myaore, 
the ^DeetionB with whioh Lord WUUun Bentinok 
MTU recjoired to deal were mmiily of local intereat. 
Had he rMobed Tnd»«. only fiye yean earlier he would 
bare bad an oppoitmity of displaying hie energy 
and military talent in the cUaing Kooea of Tipd’a 
remarkable oareer. bot altbougfa we were engaged 
doring the period of hie Oovemonhip in a keen stonggle 
with the in the Deccan and Central India, 

he took only a eabaidiary part in the campiugaa which 
placed lake and Arthor Walleeley in tho fint rank of 
Anglo-Indian oommanden. The deld of action was 
too far removed from Uadraa for that Preeidancy to 
««trA the leading port against Holkar as H had done 
againet Haidar and TipA Lord William Bentinok 
wae able to render Sir Arthur Welleal^ nsefol aaeUt- 
anee in regard to nppliea, and hie co-operation 
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rwMivad offiaial reoogmtioa and tho exprcaaion of 
gnititudo from both (ho eommander in tbo field and 
tho Oovemor'OenenL 

The Oovernor-Genenl of Port William is Bengal waa 
then the Uanjou WeUoaley, one of the ableet and moot 
nooeMfnl of the British statoemen who have ruled 
India. When Lord William Bentinok arrived in India 
tho Marquii Welloslojr was at the height of his fiamo, 
and it may bo donbtad if any OoTemor*Qoneral ovor 
inspired his subordinatoe with so much admirotiOD 
and entbosiatm as bo did. He at onoo sent Colonol 
Hoghton. a tmstod and oonfidential officer ' belon^ng 
to my family,' to <iuote the words of the Uan^ois, 
to meet the iMW Qovomor of Madras on his arrival, 
and to him with tho ozaet podtion of affaira , 

in India, and with tbo olyocU of his poUoy. The first I 

letter Lord William Bontinefc addreased to tho Marquis | 

Wellealey ten days after his arrival in Lidia, and on ' 

Colonel Hoghton’s retom to Galeutta, is datod , 

September p, 1803. Ho says i— > 

*I an qeits aware of the ardoeai and irapoctant task 1 

which I have aadertaken. Tha divided iteU of thia govtnw ^ 

loant, and tbs oppoeitton and oonntaraetion which my noUe « 

pndeceHor received, are oudunstaacei Duch t« be lanented, 
and which tend to destroy all the vigour aod efficiency so s 

inperioualy required in the msnageoeat of this great nn* 

HtUed territory.' 

He declared * a steady and determined resolution to 
do what is right, uninfiuenced by party or prquehoe, 

4od fearloBs of the result.' 
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Tb« HarqoiB Wellesley ae«ma to haTo beeo plauad 
witik tho langoaga of hi* Dew ooUeogue, from whom bo 
looked for efficient eo^kpention in the Urge eobao e a 
engegiog hU aUention, alio for a cpeody eolation 
of the diffionltiee besettiDg the adminietration of 
Fort St Oeoiga Ho preeently aent another offioer 
{Captain Sydenham} to Lord WiUian Bentinok, and 
dwelt in bia doepatob of November 19, 1805, on ' tho 
truly Biitiah ■(urii, eound jndgmont, and hereditary 
integrity and honovr‘ ohown in the letter we have 
quoted. 

Iho Oovemor-Qencral in the following year called 
attention to what be oonudored a epirit of faction 
as being prevaloDt at Madias, and be aUo leemed to 
expreee eomo dueatisltotion wUb Lord William Ben- 
tiock'e mode of dealing with it. Lord William replied 
admitting that Moh a state of thinga did undoubtedly 
exist, but that' it was confined to a very few indi* 
Tidoala and deeerring of the most eovereign contempt.* 
At the eame time he firmly but eourteoualy nphidd hia 
right as an independent Qovenwr to deal with luoh 
matiora in his own way and on his own roaponsibUity. 
In the leUtions of theae two remarkable men it Is 
more gratifying to torn to the agreeable features than 
to dwell on the one note whieb revealed 

itself. The general admiration of the Anglo-Indian 
oommunity for Lord WelleaUy found expnaaion in 
nddreessa preaeatod from all parts of India in the 
■pring of 1804. Ihe Madras addtea was sent in 
^y, 1604, under a covering Utter firem Lord William 
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BenUack, arhtck proridMl him with the opportanltj 
of stating his views on the snbjeot of Indian govern* 
ment,—views to whieh he was himself to give effect 
thirty yean later. 

' It if meet l» nfleet that the nsalt ef the war 

aflbnhabope of eqoal benefit ta the freat nias of the people 
whose ntlen have been ocmpered. If the annals of laillaa 
histoiy are retraoed, and more particelariy the OTants ef 
later yoara it will bo foniwl that this raat pednnila baa 
presented one eontinual eoese of enareby and miaerjr. Coo- 
•tant reTololiont, edtbont even a ptepoeed legitinete objeo^ 
have eaeoaeded each other. Wan of groat and potty 
ehieftaiu, tmwamated in their origu eod nopriuoipled in 
thdr eondoet, for the eole objeet ef rebboy end plunder, 
have depopuleted and laid waste tbs gone^ faae of this 
unhappy ooontiy. Justko, ordsr, eooeidetiticn of pabUe 
and private rights nowhere eppear in relief of this 
nelaneholy pietan. Happily a period has srrived to these 
barharons execaeea. Tor the first time the blemiisgt of 
aoivenel tranquiltity may be exported, lhat eystam of 
policy whieh oeuld embraee the whole of ludia, which oonld 
oomprebend in one bond of mutoal dafonoe end reetprocai 
fcrfaeerenee the predatory ebieli of this great Empin, 
dosorves tbs admiration of all the rivilieed world. That 
system, one ef the aoUast efforts of the wisdom and pa* 
Uiotism of a subject, which has founded British Onatoem 
apon Indian Happinose, demands in a particalar manner the 
tK»nh» and applauae of his country.’ 

These aeathneota would have been praieeworthy 
iVom any one &i n time when little or no beod waa 
given to the obligatiooe imposed npoa us by the 
gradually extoodUtg conquest of India, but eoming 
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M they did from » jomtg m&a who h«d &ot eom* 
pleted hie thirtieth yeer, end wboee ae^uftiotenoe 
with fodia bed only jtut oonunenoed, they eenoot 
hot be ooDsidered u remarkehle evidenoe of inde* 
pendenoe of eher&cter end fareedth of view. They 
eboir beyond diepote that I<ord WUliam Bentinck 
b«U clearly defined opiniona npon oar poaition in 
India from the time that he fliat became connected 
with it, and that, aa he pat it^ he ooaetdered BntUh 
greatneaa shoold be founded on Indian hapfnneea 
Although the gnat etmggie for anpremacy in 
Sonthem India waa orer before Lord William Ben- 
tiook rcaebed Uadnu, there waa atill aoma anziaty 
prevalent aa to the poaaible return of the French. 
French privatecra continued to haunt the Indian eeaa, 
and although Pondiobeiry waa in our poaataiioa, 
French apdea and agonta were believed to keep up 
commnnioationa with the native CoorU and to aend 
infonnation to Franoe viA the Uauritina. Lord 
William Bentinck'a anxiety waa inereetaed by the 
deeline in the militaiy atrength and alHeienoy of the 
Madras army owing to the withdrawal of the Bombay 
troopa, and thie weakening of the garrison wia the 
more ealenlated to etimolato alarm becaoM both at 
Calcutta and at Madras ibare waa a real fear that the 
French might attempt a deeoent either on Ceylon or 
on the ooaet of Coromandel. Lord William Bendnek 
thought aaoh a deeeent perfectly feasible and easy 
in the case of Ceylon, which ha described aa ' unpro¬ 
tected without and within.' The threatened danger. 
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however, peased off; ead the French invuion only 
gave rue to the trial of M. Collin, a reeident at 
Fosdioherry, and described ea a man of ability, on a 
charge of bemg a locret agent and epy of the French 
Oovemmaat. 

2fo opportunity of giriag efleet to bla political 
Tiowa proeestod itself daring Bentinck's stay at 
Madras. Internal qoestioDs aroused UtUe or no 
interest except when they referred to the polioy of 
native etatea or the attitude of the leading chiofa 
One of bis most important acts related to the 
prohibition againat any European travelling more 
than fifteen miles from the dty of Madras without a 
passport, and specified the officials with whom tho 
power of isBoing such passporu lay. This measure 
waa intended ae much aa a precaution agamst French 
agents aa for the maintenanee of the Company's oom* 
mereial rights. The land queetion waa the preaeing 
eoonomie aubjeot that presented itself during this 
period, and Lord William Bentinek waa oontent with 
regard to it to adopt the opinions of ^ Thomas 
Munro. In Bengal Lord Comwallia, when deciding 
the queetiona of laird tenure and land revenue, had 
given a ' permanent settlement' and had eatabliabed, 
or at laast reeogniaed, and etrengthened by so doing, 
the class of the xaxaindin or landlords, b Madras, 
where the same problem had to be met and solved 
only a few years later, exactly the oppoeite policy 
waa pursued, and mainly owing to the efforts of Sir 
Tbomaa Munro. There we gave no indefeasible 
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right* of Uaoro, *nd we reeogniMd m the eUs* 
idoDtifted with the eoU not the tamizidizs, bat the 
oolUvaton. la Lord Williun Beati&ek'a opioioa—‘ it 
WM eppueot to him that the ereeiion of »miad*ra, 
where so wminden before wea nettber 

eslooUted to improve the eooditioa of the lower 
ordere of the people, oor politioUly wUe with 
refoRsnee to the fnUne seoarHy of tbi* Govem- 
meat.' 

Referenoe hu been made to the biekeringe aad epirit 
of ikodoo diipkyed *t Kedre*. The oorreepondenoe 
of Lord Williun Beatinok, whioh bw been dieooverod 
«A«r lying for many yean in obeoarity, contain* 
abnodant oTidence oo tbe eubjeet, and the diaeunionB 
between Uie Governor on tbe one aide and tbe Chief 
Joetice (& Henry Gwillim) and loombera of the 
Oovemor'e Coonoil on tbe other, may be doaeribed aa 
aoaroely Im* heated than those that took pkoe thirty 
yean before at tbe ConnoU-board of Warren Hastinga. 
If there waa no duel to eompare with that between 
Haatinga and Franoia, we have a point blank refosal 
Gom tba higheat jodivhl authority to aeoopt an 
invitation to Ooveinment Houae, and the bi^eai 
administrative authority declining to bold any direct 
eommuoicatioD with the firet of the Jodgea. 

The difference of opinion between Lord William 
B enUnck and Sir Haory Gwillim aeema to have bad 
it* ori^ in a very trifling matter. A native left a 
earn of money for a local charity, and tho Ooveninent 
had to daeide iriiat wu the best mode of dealing witb 
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(bo tnia(> Sir Hoary QwUlira was ooosaltod and 
made oertain saggeations for iU dispotaL Tbo matter 
seenu to hare lain donaant, or to hare paased from 
Lord William Bontinok's memory for (woIto mouUu, 
and tboQ to have been broagbt ander his notice 
with a definite scheme for dealing with it as a fireah 
matter by eome enbordinate offioUL In ignorance 
of the of the man with whom he bad to 

deal. Lord William wrote to Sir Homy Owillim 
aaking him hia opinion on this project, and stating at 
the aame time that it had hia complete approvaL 
The achemo varied In eonte respeeta from that 
recommended by Sir Henry twelve moolbe before, 
and be at once interpreted Lord WUliam’i letter aa an 
intended snob, and replied in torma of groat asperity. 
Lord William Bontinck scexna to have completely 
forgotten (he earlier expression of opinion by (be 
Chief Joetice, or to have considered that no definite 
propositioBS bad been pat forward for dealing with 
the trust until that upon wfaioh be requested the 
opinion of Sir Henry GwUUm. The further oorre- 
spondenoe, which ought to have explained away the 
diSerence, was marked by increased luttenieas, and 
an attempt to effect an amicable noderstanding 
through an intermediary, Ur. A. Anstmtber, member 
of Council, only resulted in aggravating the feeling 
of bittemesi on both eidea. On the one hand. Lord 
William Bentinok ' declined all farther oorreepondenoe 
unless I am addressed in the langnege of polished 
intorcouree, rather than in that of judicial rebuke,’ 
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4ad Six Kemy'a ohumotM' tc t ooomon fri«ail 

in tbe following wordi—'^r Heni^ baa lomotbiog 
of ibo eoutitolional agiUtion of Holkar. Ho Ukea 
(o main war opon hit naaghboon, oot for tho par- 
poM of itoaling thdr puna, but without an equally 
innocent intention againat their good name.' On the 
other band, Sir Henry Qwillin delivered an addieea 
to the Grand Jnry which breathed defianee and 
hoatiUty to the Governor, and he refoaed all iuvita* 
tiona to Oovemmeat Honaa. Both however agreed 
on the main point that the csatody of the funds 
ahoald remain with tho Court. 

Lord WilHain Bantinck'a relationa with aeveral 
membm of hia Conneil were alto atrained. In iVod 
he felt eompeltad, for reaiona which appeared to 
him ooQvineing, and which there la every ground for 
baUaving ware axeallent, to appoint Hr. Bobert 
Strange member of Connoil, and to pace over Mr. 
Tbomaa Oakaa, who held the aaolor claim. The 
matter waa rafarred to London for r a ti fic ation, but 
the Court ovemlad Lord William Bontinck'a deduon, 
repudiated the appointmant cf Hr. Strange, and 
nominated Ur. Oakea to the aeal. Aa Hr. Oakaa had 
bocn oppoaed to Lord William B a n tlnc k , this measure 
waa of a character that be could not bnt resent, and 
in a letter to hia brother Lord Titchfiold, be dedared 
hia intention of leaigning if the Court did not cancel 
its orden on the aubjeot. Hia natural indignation 
aeema to have been mollified by the Court’a bavii^ 
exacted aome penonal promiee from Mr. Oakea that 
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be would Bot eoeoormgo kdj factiow oppoeitioa to 
Lord Williun, or ditpli.)r adj penookl boatillty. 
This promise ww not better kept then soeh promisee 
ever are, and Hr. Oakes ahowod bimaelT not less 
hostile in the ooimoi]*obainber than Sir Henry 
QwiUim on the bench. 

It is eariooB to discover that at the very moment 
when Lord William Bentinek bad the beat reason to 
believe that the Court would not support his legitimate 
anthority, and that he might feel it iaoumbent upon 
him to resign, there was a possibility of bis being 
elevated to the higher office of GoTenior>OeneraL 
This statement U made on the nnirapeacbahle au¬ 
thority of the Proaident of the Board of Control. In 
a letter to Lord William Bontinck, Lord Hinto 
explained that the Oovenunent had nominated the 
Earl of Lauderdale as succeseor to the Msrquis Corn¬ 
wallis, and that the Cbtui had absolnteJy refused to 
endorse the nnaination. The Oovenunent did not 
relish the unqualified ngeetion of its nominee, but 
the Coori dselared its intention to stand firm even 
to the jeopardy of its Charter. In sudi eonfiiots a 
coinpromiso provides the only remedy, and the transfer 
of Lord William Bentinek from Fort St George to 
Fort William was seriously considered as the bod 
arrangement As a matter of fact it was not carried 
out, for the acting Oovemor-Oeneral, Sir George 
Barlow, was eonfirmed in his office. But the incident 
throws a significant aide-ligbt on the strangely eon- 
flieting views that must have been held in L^en- 
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hftU Sb«et aboat tb« merit of Lord William Bea- 
tinok'. 

But tbe moat impcotaat and memorablo avaot in 
oonnaetioa with Lord William Bootinek’a QoTOR>or> 
ahip of Madraa vaa that which brought it to a auddaa 
and diaagraeabla t«rmiiiatiOB-~tha Mutiny at Velloro. 
The circumatanoee relating to thia oecurrenoo olaun 
more than paaaing notiee, both from a hijtorioal and 
a biographioal point of view. They refer to 00a of 
the moat remarkable eriaea in our military hiitory 
in India before the Mutiny, and (hey unqueationably 
exeroiaad a eoaaidatabU infiuaoce on the lodUa 
career and character of Lord W illiam Bcntinok. 

Vellore, at all bmea a ooaaiderable military atation, 
Uea weat of tha oity of Hadraa, and not far diatant 
from Aroot, wbtro Clire firit levcnled hit militaiy 
geniua. It had become of incnaeed importance by 
baeing been choaen aa tha plaee of raaidaooe for the 
family of the famoua ^pd SulUn. The aona of (hat 

' JLm wri^mct barlnf ea Letd WDlbua B«aUn«k‘s feoUnf wlUi 
til* SaM ladU OMnpeiif Ow foltowtna p«—p n«ia a htUr fram 
VtMMMt OMtlanegh, dated $ HarenW, laea, teejr be ueetad t * 1 
ke*e noob pteMoie la fisdlaf e dlapodikiB la l eedaa ti e ll Street 
rerjr tkrevnbl/ to eeaeidiv yew Lerdahif'e aieaMuea Tbey are 
Imprewed with year deteralnatJoa le eel (br yeoreeU^ to eaadeek 
the puUic baalB^ In lu eeeMtamail eheanele end to treat them 
with reepteL liwy nan In pabUe Ute mut expMt Baba acre 
parttenleriy whae eeUnf «adar e body ee e anteit i ite d.* lord 
WUUun Baatlnok'a own opinion ww firea la a teUar baaad oa 
thia :• It la not aaay lor me to itre oredU to ihto 

eoMienoo, bewerar eazioM 1 nay be to do aa. Ter 1 daelere that 
I hare laealaid no opinka ef ny oeadaat that haa not baaa Iba 
metenariead oowanTe.' 
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reuluU nldiar—who, following th« axunplo of bin 
father Haidar Ali, had codeavourod to oompeto with 
na for anprMnaoy—lived there in eoaaidorahle atate 
and loxory, snrroDsded b; the few faithfal retainera 
who had eurvived the atom of Seriogapatam. Ibe 
boontj of the Company provided the of 

aiyoyment, and it wae only in cooaonanoe with 
bnnan natore if the tnemoiy of a fonner ixyory waa 
ombittored inetoad of being eoftoned the material 
benefita of the hour. Bui although the Hnbanunadan 
eolony at Vellore waa neither oordially diapoeod nor 
well behaved—for cm aeveral ooeaaiooi mnrdeie and 
other acta of lawlaaeneu eommitted by ita memben 
gave the Hadna Oovermneat very lerions anxiety 
and trouble—ita opportnnitiea of oonipiring were 
too few to altogether jnriify the opinion that the 
diatvrbance wae traceable to a eyatematio plot to 
restore the family of Haidar to the eovereign position 
in Hyaore. 

At the time of which we are speaking, the Sepoys 
of Madras still represented the dlite of the native 
army. They were the representativse of the mom 
who bad fooght under Eyre Coote and put an end to 
Freneb prsteosione at Wandiwash and Porto Novo. 
‘Ibey were thought a great deal of by the OoveruDent, 
and the Company bad regarded and treated them 
very muob as pampered ebildron. But at the bogin> 
ning of the eentory new views were oomiog into 
force in military oireles in Indik What had seemed 
good enough to the old Company offieere like 
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Lftvreztee and Uaoro, oonld not find toleration with 
Englieb offioet* acowtomed to the Mvem dieoiplino 
and oloM atteoiion to rninate details in European 
annlea These ebamged viewa bore fruit in the woo 
of a number of regulations chiefly afl!boting the dress 
of the native soldier, and having as tbair ii>*tn olgeot 
the increased smartueea of the Sepoy regiments on 
parada In making these alterations there oan be 
no doubt that too moob eonaideration was paid to 
the pip»>elay traditions of European armies, and 
too little to the prqndiees and sentiments of the 
native soldier. 

On J4lh November, i6ej, an order was issued ie> 
qaiiing the Sepoys to wear a new turban, the shape 
of which promised to ensure greater uniformity in 
the headgear of the Kadns army. It wu followed 
by a still more important and less reasona bl e ohange 
in a regulation pnblisbed early in 1806, forbidding 
the Sepoy* to wear their oaste marks and earhoga 
when in onifonn. Ihcoe alteraticma, authorised with 
a foolish absence of misgiving, were calculated to 
hurt the feelings of the Sepoys in their most •nsoeptr- 
ible psrt, in their religious and race distioetions as 
well as in social status, and to irritate them against 
the Oovenunenk Tlw Commandsr>in>Chief of the 
Madras army, Sir John Cradoek, afterwards Lord 
Howden, was mainly, if not solely, rcepoBslbls for 
this interferenea 

Htc dissatisfaction of the Madras Sepoy* was not 
long concealed. In AprU, 1806, the second battalion 
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of Uie 4th regiment of Mndrea l^adve Infenli'j, one of 
tbe moet dUtingaiehed regimenU in tJw eerrico, ro- 
ftieod to wear tlie new tarbana aent for their UM. 
Tbie open aoi of matinjr oeeomd at Vellore, where 
the battalion wm quartered, and revealed the die< 
eonUct whiob wee prevalent tbrougfaont the whole of 
the Uadraa army. Although the ill>oon^dered action 
of the aathoritiee waa the eaoee of the ineubotdina* 
tion <A a hitherto well-oonduclod and dletingoubed 
oorpe, it waa itnpoeaiblo to overlook a flagrant defianee 
of orders by eoldian. In May, Sir John Cradook 
ordered a Court Martial to aeaenble for the trial of 
twentynmo Sepoya, who had acted aa ringleadan, and 
in order to ovorawe the native troope a regiment of 
RnglUh cavalry—the 19th Dragoone—waa aent to 
Vollore. The remit of the trial waa that the two 
principal offeodere were eentenced to 900 Uahea 
apiece, and then to be diamiaeod the army with 
ignominy, while the others were pardoned. 

Neither the Mverity to tboeo puniabod nw the 
clemenoy ehown to tboee forgiveOi bowover, allayed 
the irritation prevalent throngboat the native army 
of Hadraa. In Jnno. lean than one month after the 
Court Martial, Sir John Cradock was beginnuig to 
entertain aome ^preheniion about the acarcely* 
eoneeaied disoooient of the Sepoya, aa to which be 
rooeived •lAffning reports from more than one eom* 
nuLoding officer. In oonsiderabie oncertainty. u well 
aa anxiety of mind, he applied to the Oovemor of 
Madima to know what was bent to be done, and 
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hil 4ppIi«4UoB M BUMdptible of tbo oooBtruotioii that 
h« wu vUliog to give v*7 and aanctioo Uio with¬ 
drawal of the objeotionable orders. Lord WiUiacn 
Bentinok wa* in favour of a firmer attitude, atauog 
«>!>♦, whatever might have been the olyeotion to 
paniog the regulation* in qoeatlon,' yielding in the 
feoe of foree wa* to be avoided.’ And thu* by the 
deoiaion of the Qovomroent of Madras the unpopular 
orders were upheld, and the disoontent of the Sepoy* 
became more intenae- 

On July loth the native troop* at Vellore throw off 
all the bond* of discipline and atUc k ed their Engliah 
officers and the small Engliah force in garrisonwilh 
them’. The attack wa* akilfully arranged. Mot only 
were the European* eutprbed at the time when they 
were least prepared for attack, but the Sepoy* out 
them off from the aieenal and magasino. For many 
hour* the nueleus of the Engliah force held out againai 
more numerous aaeailant* without anmoutioo. 
A Bummons was sent to the 19th Dragoon* to prooaed 
to Vellore in hot haste, and they arrived in time to 
relieve the besieged before the Sepoy* oould add to 
the maaaaore of the unarmed officers the overthrow of 
the small Biitilh force. Then a eomplete and offoetual 
reveego wa* taken. The native regimente were scat¬ 
tered In all direotiooa. Many hundreds of Sepoys 
wore killed along the icada The ringleaders who 
were not slain received their deeert* from a Court 

• TbaOcUtUefilM SebUsf «IU *>• li»un4 fa th* HMorjrW Um 
Ukdiu Am/ ty Ueut-OvIOMl W. J. WUaoa. 

• 0 
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Mftrtiikl l6M lesioit tbo oqa Uut btd net a fow 
iDontht cariiflT. There wm a fear for a time that lh« 
ototLoy might oxteod from Vellore to Baidaribid; but 
all danger at the important ctatioa of Seetmderibdd 
wae fortonateljr nipped in the bud bj the eoerrgy and 
(aet of Colonel Uontreeor. "nie objeetiooable orden 
aa to diesi, however, were oaaeelled bj the expreat 
command of Lord William Bestinck, and the Vellore 
mutiny was at aa end, except so far aa it might servo 
as an hiatcvical warning of wbat bappenod fifty yoara 
later on a far larger and more terrible aoalo in 
Bengal. 

A special ConunissicKi was duly appointed to eriti* 
eally examine and formally record all the oiroum* 
■teaoss that led up to this mutiny, end after a long 
examination of witnessee it tasignsd two caosoa for 
the mutiny, (i) the regulations aa to d r sae , and (a) tho 
residen ce of tho Tipii family at Vellore. Sir John 
Cradoek, who would naturally not bo disposed to 
cprmidflr (ho former as the real cause, declared that in 
hit opinion * tho torban grievance' was a mere pre¬ 
text, and ♦>»**■ the idoa of re-establishing a Uuham- 
xnadan dynasty was tho main motive and object of the 
mutineera. On the other hand. Sir Thomas Uunro, 
who knew jfedras better than any other officer, 
gave his opinion, when asked by Lord William Ben- 
tinok, that 'the torban grievance’ was the sola cauee 
of the mutiny, and that there wae a popular belief 
that it was tbe prsoureor of a sebeme for the foroiblo 
oonvereion of the nativea to Christianity. Sir Thomas 
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Munro bold y«ty Btnngljr Um opinion Uiot it wm not 
a Mubammadan plot at all, and acoutod lha idea of 
tba Tipd family haring any hand in it. 

Bat the Hotkotumble Court of Diracton were not 
aatiefiod with the attitude of tbair repreaentatirea at 
Uadraa in fooe of one of the moat nnpleaaaci inei- 
denta in tbo whole expcrionoe of the Company. It 
waa bad oaough that tba natira aoldiera, upon whom 
they prineipally relied to aopport their anthority, 
abonld abow aigna of iniabordination, bat it waa 
infinitely worae that that inaubordination should be 
provoked by eeta of their own oxoeulive, and that it 
aboold be auoecasful in ita object, for tba oknoxioua 
ragalatiooa were withdmwn. Tba opinion in Leadaa- 
hall Straei waa not merely that tbo Madraa aatboritioa 
had not ahown thamaelrea equal to the ocesaion, bat 
that they did not raallM the sariooa conaequenoea 
that might have ariaen from tba mutiny at Vellore. 
That feeling inapirad the moat aerare paaaagaa is the 
eeneara eonveyad by the Coort'a latter of i jth April, 
1807:— 

' It eeeme to na that the OereriRoeiit, eeetidered generally, 
did not exereiw the diaeerxuBeot end rigiluM which ell tba 
ciroamsteiuee of the time required. With rwpeet to Ixud 
William BentiDck. Of the uprightaeae of lua mtanliMU end 
hie regard for oar eenrioe «« have no doubt, and we hava 
lad pleeanra in axpreming oar aatisfaetion with difTorent 
meaiurae of fair goremmont, but others, which we fdt our- 
edree obliged in tbe eooraa of the but ytar to dtae^eoTe, 
mjaired ear oonfldeaee in him, sod aft«r wvghii^ nil the 
ooMideratioDB oonnocted with the bosinen of Vellore, an fah 
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oumlru long« to eootinuo U>*t oonfldooco to him 

wliSoh it u 00 iiorfirj- for % petton hoWiog hii iituoHon to 

poonw.* 

Hug WM Untttinoanl to tho rocdl of Lord 

William Bmtioek from the Goveraomblp of Madru. 
and it wa* aoeompanied by perMoptory orde»* for 
its immediate effBOt, which be felt Tory keenly a* 
amoantiog, in hie own word*, to 'eummary roiaoval.' 
He eeased to he OoTornor of Fort St. Ooorge on 
nth Septomher, 1807. He compledned bitterly of 
tho want of oonaideration ahown him, 'the onlew 
of the Court being leeaed without waiting for tho 
explanation of the offtoiale aceueed,' and no arraoge- 
mento being made for hie paeeago to Europe, which 
he owed to the eourtaay of the captain of a Britiah 
iiutn^>f-war who happened to be on the Uadrae 
itotion. Before leaving Madrae, Lord William Ben- 
Unek, with that regard for the welfare of hu friend* 
which never loft him, entruatod their intoreeta to Mr. 

• TtonMtutlenpuwdbrUMBMrdofDIrMronfMiiltwfMlowii 

■ Thoeife the im1 mO SaUfHty of w proomt Owwnor of Madro*. 
Lord WUllom BontiMk, mo dworrln* of ow opprotolUin, jro* botag 
of oitBloB that olNanxUiMM wbloli bare rerealljr oma endor o«r 
nodor It axpodioot ter Ibo (aloreaU of om oarrtoo Uiat 
a BOW arrasgoMoet of our OorecMOBt of FoH 8*. Ooo^ ahould 
(aka plaBawilboei tUiay, wo bare fait oereatraa undar tba naoawlty 
af tlMl biB Lardabip iboald ba raaored, and wa do 

hanbr that lord WUiUa BoaUixa bo remored aeoardlBglr.' 

lord WlUiaiB BoBtlnok ratarBod tfi tha OaptalB BaUiuna, 
wbkb reMi waa osly laot bla aflar ba bad mada a itiong paraonal 
appaal, OB fiunily graoiida, U tba Adminl an tba rtaUoB, Sir 
Bdward Pillow, aftarvrarda Viaoount StsiOBlb, tbo oaptar of 
Algloti. 
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MEMORIAL TO THE COURT 

WilliMn P«tri^ Mnior member of Cooncil. who luo- 
eeoded him «e peodin^ the errit^l of hi* 

ncoeeeor. On hi* return to Burope he sent hi* o»tivo 
eeoreury, MfiUftb,» gold ftiuff-hox in remembmaeo of 
their official connexion. The following extreot from 
a letter from one of the highert edviliuu *t Fort 8t 
Oeoige, U of intereet a* ahowiog whet we* thooght 
at Madre* U the time of the Court’* eetion on the 
Vellore hoetneM 

•A* h effect* th* fatemt* of aj HesooraUe Muter* 
under thii Pndd«D« 71 eoneidor it e puWie miifcrtnne, »»d 
u It roepoett yeo* lorthhip iodinduelly I oeeuder it aa 
*aji»»taodi»d«aron*pn3odic*tioo of a ****BOtond«*»tood. 

After hi* return to England hepreeented in February, 
1809,a memorial to the Court, of which the following 
U the meet important pasMgo >— 

• lb# mutiay at VoUore cannot be attributed t« me diieclly 
or indirwtly, but I do amm to myuH the merit, by a 
reaotuU adbertooe te a wim prineiple, an adbweoco 
faee of obloquy and oppoaHioo, of baring n eatabMbed 
order and confldcaoo; of haring thna arartod tha numarw 
which tha adeptioe of an oppotiu eyatm of policy 
would hara «tail«i on India, and uldmattly on Great 
Britain; and abore aU of haring laTod the natkoal chat- 
octar from di^taoa. And what hai bean my reoomponaet 
1 bare boon ramorod from my mtuatioe, and ooodamnod u 
an in maarorea with which I had no far^w 

•OMon than te obriaU tholr iO ooneeqncscoa. My dinaiaaal 
wu offrotad in a manner hanb and mortiflrlag. and tk 
forma wbieh euetom bu pnaeribed to aoftan tba mronty « 
ft miafoitune at aU oreuU roficiaotly aerw* ware ou tb« 
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dngU oceaiian Twlttsd u if for tha axproa pnrpcw of 
dMpeaing my diignc*. Wlutevir Imto bMO mj ORor% tb«7 
fonlj Iwro Qot inoritod » pnauliiMnl Uua wtucli t heoTier 
ooold hard]/ haro boou awirdad to the noet wratebed ie- 
Mpoeti/ or tl»o loait enmioal aogligaaoe. Uodtr tbeoe oir> 
eamftancM I praMot mjeelf to /eitr notie*. I take it for 
granted that the Ooort of ^reeton have heao miemfomed, 
aod that to placo the quetion before them la ib tne light 
b to ohiaU) redrem- V/ claime ue not extrangant; I etate 
tfiem, aod I trut moderate]/. I hare boon eorenl/ iiynred 
is inj charaeter asd feeliogi ; for then iqjimea I aek re> 
paratioo; if, indeed, an/ repantioA can atone for feeling! 
■0 deepl/ aggriertd, and a chuaeter ao tutiuetl/ ooan* 
pconieed ia t^ ejrei of the mrldV 

NotwitluUodiog tbU appeal, the Coort did not 
withdraw their oeniure or offer him the reparation 
which be claimed at their bando. Their replj stated 
that' while again expreaung their muo of his lord- 
abip'i nprigbtiHM and seal, and ditcloimiog any 
intention of penoiuU dlftre«]>eeh they still adhered to 
their original view, and regretted that greater care 
and eautioo had not been exereised in *r«tn;ning t0to 

* Za the /aer M]«irla| the pnenlettea of Ihe Mmwiet b Ifae 
Oeort Load WlUiam BefOiixli pebltbed U, «<eti«s hit reiMt la 
Ul*‘A dreHiMOMiBt’ 'I ahealdl think ttnajuethetli b m/telf and 
m/ friend* if I nasUoled b plane within the reach ed ererjr la* 
qeirer the iomum ef fbnnii^ a wnect Jodgmint en the ctreanx- 
btTieee ef that eraoL It will at leab be laUeiheUr/ to rm b 
knew that If tha mtdeet ahenM ifaia excito dlacaaden, aithar 
prirab erpubtiev there will not be wentiaf en aaUieaUo Uettoeeap 
ef the pert which 1 aeted «a that oecMiea, if the prineipbe ^ 
whUb 1 WM faided, and of the —■—**■ in which np akceeiuie 
tegBcaeed the leoenl eonrea and leralt of aflUre.' 
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the reel Mnttmeoto and dispoeitloo of the Sepoje 
before ueuaree of Mreritjr were edopted to eoforee 
the order respeodng the OM of the oew turben.' 
Bat althoagh the Oireeton of the Beet IndU Com¬ 
pany r^eeted Lord Willi&m Beatinek'e eppeol, and 
refused to grant him the ameode be elaimed at their 
bands In t8o9, they atoned for this banhneae eighteen 
yearn later, when they eotmsted to his handa the 
ebarge, not of a eiagle Prasldeney, bat of the whole 
of India. 



CHAPTER lU 


HitmiiT SiBTio* AMD RfTvaii to Ibwa 

BBroRR Lord WUUaid Baatinok's petition to the 
Court of Direotora for reparation for hit diamUaal 
after the Velloro xnatin}^ bad been received and re* 
jeeted, be had been entmated with fteeh active em* 
ploynent by tbe Qovaniment of bJe country, and 1 

waa thoB provided with tbe beet core for hie injured ] 

ieeUnga. While governing Madraa be bad attained (< 

in the natural course of promotion the rank of Major* 

Oeneial in tbe army, and when be reached E n g l and 
in 1808 be found that tbe preparatione were far ad* 
raneed for aaauming a vigorous ofleneivo in Portugal 
and Spain. During the earlis part of 1808 be eom- 
manded in Essex, but be solicited active employment, 
and in Augnst of that year be was appointed to the 
staff of ^ Harry Bormrd. Soon after tbe landing 
of tbe foioe oommanded by that offiosr in Portugal bo 
was sent by Sir Hew Daltymple on a special mission 
to Madrid, to oimeeri with tbe Spanish authorities the 
more vigorous plan of action rendered neesMary by 
the imminent epproaeh of Napoleon, who left Tilsit, 
after dividing the sovereignty of tbe world* with 
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Rutsi*, to MBomo in penon tie charge of Ibe Sperueh 
campaign. Lord William'* effort* were only par¬ 
tially succoeefdl, a* the Spanieb oomma&deia proved 
uneqaal to devising any hearty or effcotoal oo-opera- 
tion with oa, and tie n^dd advance of the French 
on Madrid disarranged the plans that had been formed, 
and oonvorted all idea* of an intended offaniivo into 
thoae of a etriet defenelTa. 

Under theae oircuoutance* the British Comrnis- 
vioners oonld do nothing better than quit the Spanish 
camp and hasten to join the English army with which 
Sir John Moore waa advanoing into Spain from 
Northern Portugal. Both the inadeqoaoy of Spanish 
co-operation and the magnitude of the French plans 
rendered it prudent to convert that advance into 
a prompt retreat Bentinok took an aolivo part in 
the retreat to the ooaat, and at tlie battle of Coniuna 
be commanded the brigade eompoeed of the 4ind and 
50th regiment*, which bore the brunt of the fitting. 
He waa honourably mentioned in the deepatche* of 
ar John Hope, who aueoceded to the command on 
the death of Moot*. Having been pmmoiod to the 
rank of Lientcnant-Oeneral, he eerved In the fol¬ 
lowing year under Sir Arthur Welleeley in PortugaL 
His Bpocial knowledge of continental armiea led to 
his Mng sent to Qertnany to raise a foreign legion, 
ft tftik of DO mdinary difficulty oonridering that 
Napoleon wae then master of Central Europe, but 
wbiob be eooeeeded in aeoomplitbing. He wu ood- 
seqoently under Wellington'e orda* for only a very 
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■hort time, wid when h« finished hU Germsn oom- 
miflloD he was entnwtod with s iepstate sod inde¬ 
pendent eommood of moob reeponeibility. 

The island of Sicily, which was given to Savoy by 
the Treaty of Utoecht and exchanged by that ttnto 
for Sardinia with the Neapolitan Bourbons, had been 
one of the objects of Napoleon’s ambition in the 
Mediterranean. Nelson bad prevented the realisation 
of his so far as they were eootroUed by the eea. 
but the eetablieliiDoat of the kingdom of Naples under 
Joseph Bonaparte and hia saeoesior Murat oompoUod 
the Bourbons to Uko refuge in Sicily, which tlius 
ecqnired inoreaeed importance from the deure of the 
Freneh to acquire It and from our roeasuite to thwart 
From the year 1806 to 1815 the independonoa 
of Seily wu only preserved by the presence of a 
eonsidarable English garrison, and the offioer in com¬ 
mand of this foroo excredsed a sort of diaorerionary 
eoobol over all the aota of the Oovemmont of the 
island. 

In i8ti Lord WiUiaiD Bentinok was appointed to 
the command of the English troops in SioUy. The 
internal afihire of Urn island, and the expoetations 
formed as to a diversion from it into Eastern 8p^ 
a &vonrablc and decuive influonee on the 
general war in the Peninsula, combined to make 
the poet of special importanee and to attract mariced 
attmtion to ite occupant Lord William Beotioek 
was thus provided with an opportunity of much 
pfiTsonal distinction, and of taking a oonsiderable and 
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definite pwt in the grent struggle which w*b going 
on in otery <jtttrtcr of Europe. Perhnpe it waa hie 
raiafortnne that hii new poet held ont eo many at- 
tnetiTe opportonltiee of drawing European attention 
to hia proeeedinga, and prevent^ hU auboi-dinatiag 
all Wa efforts to WeUington’a main aoheme in Spain- 
Had ho devoted all Ifia attention to eo-opemUng in 
flaatem Spain with (hat oommandcr there is no doubt 
that he would have placed hia military loputation 
on a firmer baaia, and that he would have oontrihuted 
more kigely than he did to the material ends of 
the war. Napier's eatimate of hia character bare 
auggeeia itaelf, and may explain to the reader bow 
it came about that he disobeyed inatruetiona, and 
ebowod an inability to aubordinate hia will to bbo 
plana of ©tbeia—'a man of reoolutloii. oapamty and 
spirit, just in hU aotiona, and abhorring oppression, 
but of a aangulne impetuous disposition.' 

The first year of Lord William BenUnok'i re^enoa 
in Sicily was employed in the organisation of the 
Sicilian army, which was raked to an effeotivo strength 
of 10,000 men. while the English garrlaon amounted 
to half as many more. As the Engliab Beet preventod 
all poBSibility of boetile attack, this considerable force 
was eonaigoed to inaotien at a period when it was 
eeaential to throw every av^lahlo man Into the field 
agunit the dmpot of the oontinenk The Italian 
troops made a good show on the parade ground, and 
great expeoUtiona were formed of their capecity to 
take a ewditable part in the ecrioua operations of 
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wfcr. When Lori WUliim Bontinck *niT«d in Sicily 
Uie mein Uak h* bed to Meomjdieb WM to orgeniM 
u strong eo Anglo-Iulian expeditioD m hs could, 
end to msko e desoant on U»b coost of Cat*Ioni*> 
There is no doubt thet gioet recults were enticipeted 
from ihU diTcnion oo the French fleok, end the 
diseppointmeni of the Duke of Wellington ct the 
meegre outcoiac woe in proportion to the bopoe fonned 
u to its oonsequenoes. 

But before Lord Willism Bcntlock oould give hie 
attention to military matters be had to compose a 
poHtUml difficulty of a preseiDg nature, and ono with 
which his ^laracter and opinions’ fitted him pre¬ 
eminently to deal The Queen of l^aplee, wbo, under 
the infloenoe of Lady Hamilton, bad rendered sueb 
osefbl serrioc to Nelson while Franoe srsa still power¬ 
ful on the sea, was neithor the wisest nor the most 
forbearing of rulers wbeo left to her own diecretion. 
When that infloeneo was withdrawn she seems to 
havo imbibed an inTstorate dialiks of the Engiish 
name and policy, and it has been stated that wbeo 
she saw an Englishman she felt the gnillotint at 
her neck. An explanation of this changed feeling has 
been attempted by alleging that after the marriage 

• BUqitlm, ea esnllMt aeiaorttr, nCw* to (he odtooeet la 
Btoiijr ead tW pw'oltf h«se In toltaS «s Lard WUUm 
B eaUaek'i ef^ntawiL b to iatonatinf to etasrve Uwi wha 
Lt Sn* arrives la SMlrha feitaed aertela SaSnlto •ptnleei.enS 
Utfl be th«i baatooeS beak to BnftoaS ia (be CW to toa fris*to to 
Impteea (boa npea (be Oeranmaei, aaS to abtala tba B i wir y 
aatbairitr for bto aabwqaael iMaaarea. 
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of Nftpoleoa with th« Aroh-DuehoM M»rie LouiM 
•ho withod to oomo to t«ma with him. Bat a mon 
probablo ox{>laaotion ii that sho oaw in Bn^ih 
OMondoDoj in SicUy on iiuuponble obetacla to tho 
Maortion of thooo privUogea which akme lenderod 
tho poiaoMion of powor of any valu& For tho Italian 
Bourbons, oxpellod from Uioir mainland posooBsions, 
oodoavourod to assort in Sicily, without regard to 
Insular privilogca, all tho arbitrary powor thoy had 
oxoroised at Naplos- 

Tbis modo of procoediog garo rise to an amount of 
popular indignation that thnatenod to load to dis* 
turbaneco, if not to eivll war, and tho first duty of 
tho English oommandor was to teruiinaio (heeo do- 
mostio tronbles and to roorganiso the administratioo. 
Sicily rot^uirod nothing leas than a now CMwUtution, 
and it was very much to tho erodit of Lord William 
Bontinok that bs drew up one which gave geoonl 
•atisfaetion, and which averted grave dynastie aad 
popular trouble. The Queen of Naplee was deposed; 
tbe King, whoso incapacity was notorioiu, voluntarily 
resigned in favonr of his son, and the Crown Prince 
was raised to tho throne, while a House of Parliament 
was formed on the bssis of out own. Tbe Barons 
wero recalled to Paienno, aad the Queen was forbidden 
to enter that dty, while Lord William Bentinck was 
deolarod Oapt^-Oeneral of all tho troops. The o«w 
eoastitution was ptodiumed amid popular applauN 
to tbe Si<^an Parliameot on July i8ia. 

These Internal affairs being settled, the projected 
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dcsoaat oo CaUlopi* tb«n (»m« od for pnctio&l con' 
ndontion. But oo the eve of the deportnn of the 
Sidltan onny Lord Williom Beotmok ellowed hie 
kUeotion to be ettneted to aoother object whieb 
pTomleed in hie eyoe to oehieTe greater teaolta aod 
to BT C w ee a more deoiiive infloeoee on the European 
struggle thAw hie aetire inUrmtion in Spain. He 
rooeiTedletterafrom theRuaeianAdmiral, Tcb i g h achoff. 
roqooetiog hie oo-operatioo with a Roeeian anny tlien 
quartered In Southern Ruaaia, but with whieh be 
propoeed to march aeroae Bulgaria to the Adriatic, 
and theoce croaaiog the eea to eflect the liberation of 
Italy. It waa Lord William BoD^nek'e favourite idea 
to promote the emancipation of Italy, and when thii 
viiionaty ecbeme wu lubmitted to him for eupport 
he yielded to the temptation, and diemuaing the 
tboughta of Catalonia prepared to embark with all 
hia reaoaroM on the new Italian adventure soggeated 
by tho Car’a reproaentative. Not merely did he 
thua delay the arrival in Spain of the iouoh*ezpeoted 
and aoroly^Deeded rainforoementa from Sicily, but by 
raiaisg tba anm of four million doUara at Oibraltar 
and Minorca for the benefit of the Ruaaian expedition 
he depleted the most oonveoient money market, 
and added greatly to WeUington'a diffieuliiea at the 
moat eritieal period of the Peninsular War. Wellington 
was naturally initated by tbeae eocuitenoea, and he 
went so far as to oall the Italian expedition Quixotic. 
The liberation of Italy, he emd, waa all very well, but 
the practical war after all waa in Spain. 
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NoUiing euDO of th® proposed RuwUn deneot o» 
Italy. Tb® Ruaaian army did not carry out ito march 
to til® Adriatio, and Adiniial Tchighachoffa plant 
faded into th® air. Lord William Bootinck tliu® found 
hiroaolf at liberty in tho autumn of i 8 i 4 to detpacoh 
to Catalonia th® Anglo-Sieilian oxpoditlon which at 
an earUor dato would, to eay tho loaat. baTO niTived 
Rvon opportonaly. Lord William B«itinok did not 
take poraonal oommand of the first expedition in 1811, 
which waa not well managed, and e&cUd littl®, 
although the French had the worst of the <me engage¬ 
ment of any importanc®, at Alcoy. In tho following 
year, however, h« arrived Sicily with a stronger 
force, increased by port of tbe gairUoa of Minorca. 
Sir Frederick Adam acted aa second In command, and 
waa advance brigada 

Marshal Soohet was detached from the main French 
army to bold tbe English expedition In obeck, and 
be carried cot his inetmetioas with skill and sue- 
ecsa. Tho English were successful in several minor 
affidn and advanced as far as the pass of Ordal 
Hero the French army opposed them in force, and after 
some flghlmg the English were obliged to retreat. 
Shortly after this repulse tho Anglo-Italian expe¬ 
dition sailed back to Sirily re cannot 

be said that Bantinok’s military reputation waa en- 
by thU campaign. It may however be etaled 
in faimeee that Rapier, in his oriOcism of Uils side- 
inmdeoi in tho war, thrown moot of the blame 00 
Sir Frederick Adam. 
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Tb« roian of the Aaglo-SioUiui expedition to ite 
■Urting'point wm followed by ibe reriYal in % more 
pnetionl Ibrni of the contemplnted expedition into 
lUly. In Uerab, 1814, when Napoleon's fortunea 
ware abaUered and be ooald with despairing eoorage 
alone defwd the approaebee to Paris, Lord William 
Bantinek, who bad previously oonoloded a eODventioo 
with Karat for bis retention of the kingdom of 
Naples, landed at Leghorn at the bead of 7000 nan 
and ealled upon ibe Tuaeans to effect the liberation 
of Italy. He marobed rapidly along tba ooost vii 
Spexia to Qenoa, which tho French garrison, althoagh 
nearly as namerous as his own foroe, sortendered 
without any raeistance. As a military aebiavatnent 
.this campaign, in wbieb Lord William Bentinck had 
the co-operation of an Austrian army under General 
(afterwards Prinoa) Nogen^ was the most soocessful in 
which ho wsB ever engsged. Yot even on this occasion 
his impulses led him to exceed his instruetiona 

His instruetiona wero to observe a very dieoreet 
ettitude towards the Italian people, whoee aspirationa 
towards liberty and unity were beginning to find 
expresaion, and to do nothing to fatter the bands of 
the sUies in disposing of Genoa at the general peaoa- 
But his ardour outstripped his discretion and in¬ 
structions. He was keenly alive to the iDjuries and 
aspirations of Italians, and bo was oiw of the first 
^glisb slateamen to believe that Italy ooold again 
be reawakened into a nation. Irutead, therefore, of 
eonforming to hit instructions, which were dictated 



fROCLAUATtON AT GENOA 49 

out of ooasidtfftUon for the natorel expeetatioxu of 
AuBlrie eod the Bourbou, he oalled on the Toscea* to 
effect the liberation of Italy, and after the captore of 
Genoa be not only deolind Italy free, but be reetored 
the eooeUtation wbioh bad formerly prevailed there. 
Tn his etining addreee to the Genoese he said 

* tyerrion of Italy I only call and wa will baaUn to year 
rsliaf, sod than Italy by mt unHed efforts ihall beeotM 
whet the wai b her neat prceporoua period and what Spab 
now b.' 

It won Id take too long, and would ba outaide the 
purpoae of tbie volnme, to explain how it waa that 
Lord Willinm Beotinek was induoad to believe that 
tbo moment wa* opportuoe for the revival of Italian 
independenee. and that be might take a leading part 
in ozccQting this aoheme. But tfwre is abondant 
evidence in bb coirespoDdeooe to ehow that the idea 
originated with the Sardinian ministar, Aleaundro 
Toni, and that It was eooouraged by the Duke of 
Orleans, afterwards Louis Philippe, King of the 
French. The letters from that prinoe, who, having 
married the Prineess Marie Amalie of Naplce, found 
bis moft convenient residence at Palermo, reflect the 
highest credit on bu political intelUgeoco, and an 
marked by a personal regard for lord WilUtm 
Bfintin^b that continued unabated to bis death. Bot 
the advice they eoatsined was incompatible with the 
malisatioB of the military {dan, which would have 
thrown egainit the Preach in Spain aU the British 
reeouioee that were to be found in tbo Mediterranean. 

I) 
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Oxw extract wiU iUustnUa the nature of this ooiro* 
spoodenoe. In a latter datod 94U1 January, ba 
advised Bcntinek to ' withdraw hU troopa from Ali- 
Bsnto to Mahon, as, whilst at Alioanto, 70a an alwaj'S 
exposed to aaa them pounoed upon bj the great Eagle 
of Ciudad Bodrigo' (Wellington}. 

Tbo aeont memorandum (aoth January, 1613) with 
the Hereditary Frinoe Franeis of Sicily, who, as 
described, waa elevated to hia father'e position under 
the new eonetitution, stipulatod that the object of 
a deaooot on Italy ahould be the freeing of the whole 
of Italy, and that the people should be left to scloot 
their own eonstitotion. When theee views became 
known at the Foreign Office they were not received 
with favour, but for a time Lord William Bentindc's 
explanation that they were necessary to procure the 
of the people of Italy was accepted. When 
be wrote,' bated ss Murat ia, the old dynasty is more 
so,* tlie words were not accepted literally. Lord 
William Bentinck was aMumed to be carrying out 
hts diplomatio mission at the oourt of the NeapoUtan 
Bourbons, whereas he had been seised with a great 
idea, and was very muob in eamMt. 

The more cloeoly the events and relations of the 
eontending partite ia Italy at that time are eonsidered 
the more diffident will any one be to say that Bon- 
tirtek's project wM cbimerioaL If England had made 
Italy, instead of Spain, the base of ita oporationa 
against France, the influeaoa we exercised on the 
continental struggle might have been still more 
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deciiiT« tbu it vu, and from th« Italian paople we 
sboold have reoaivod far groater gratitude than we 
did from the iababitants of th« Iberian paninioha 
Bat grand ae waa the idea of Italian unity in iSta, 
and feasible aa the project might have beeome under 
the auaptoee of a grcAt militaiy genius like Welllog* 
ton, we are constrained to admit that Lord Williaut 
EonUnok was sot such a oommander, and that al¬ 
though ae a eiateaman he realised what oouid be done, 
he did not poseees as a soldier the qualiUee to carry 
out hie noble project. He waa Uw first Rn gliaK 
statesman to eoooeive the idea^ of a modem kingdom 
of Italy, and to take some steps towards creating ona 
But be would have been more praetteal and bettor 
advised if be had subordinated bis judgment to the 
Duke of WeHington and driven Sachet (ts he could 
have done if he had employed all his resources) out of 
Catalonia in jSis. From a worldly point of view 
Louis Philippe was a bad adviser when he wrote 
entreating him to be careful not to let the Anglo- 
Sidlian foi'ooa ' be extracted from their peninsula for 
the benefit of the other one.' 

' TUt WM tlw mors resssrfckbU Ucsom bs wm «n tb* taoM 
soi^lsltamwKbAttsIriMiaeUUlltiaL KanbslCe«BlB«Ui^rda 
wh« oansMBiUd in iSts-4 ts Lfiabardr, t«hr» is hli MUn U 
tlMir Mrllsr iutoceonrae fai tli* ainet sordUl teriBs. Count sft«v> 
wsjA> friixs, Wiigwit wss hU eica sWiehod frisod. Tt>« Atnhdok* 
FiusCs ZTBMs c< Aostris, grasdwe of Um Smprws Marks Hiwms, 
snS, la rifbt «f his SMthsr, rw^—st Ihs Issi l>uks sf Bst^ 
senfldoJ sQ his plans (0 him, sa 4 whssi h« nsoratsd Ihs Buts W 
Madscks rsQusstse BwUaok's cencrntalsUoas. Mlsssnarooi msn 
nfU«a s( Uw Marlto «t tiis AtiMtlan smr hst bsca slissidy qagcsd 
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It must not be lupposed that Lord WUUant Ben* 
tinek'i work in Italy waa ixuignificaiit. After gain¬ 
ing rrnfinnnlrin of Genoa and reatoring iU independent 
ooutitotioa, ho Mut a email expedition to Coraioa» 
and a General to act in bis nanM and that of England 
to htilao. Both misuona weoe crowned with oomplete 
■Qoeeea. The Conicani expreaeed the wish to become 
British sabjeots, and the Milanese supported a pro¬ 
position * to make the Doke of Cambridge King of 
Italy, with which scheme it wae oonaidered the 
Emperor of Russia was certain to be sympathetic. 
It will be seen from theee facte that Loid William 
Beatinsk's project was &r from Tisionary, end that 
the idea of an united Italy was first put forward in a 
prominent and authoritatise manner by Lord Williera 
Bentinek. It injured him materially with his Oovem- 
meot The idea of an independent Italy eras Inoom- 
patible with the restoration of the status fuo efToeted 
at Vienna. He oeaeed to exercise the eommand over 
the British forces in the Mediterranean on astb May, 
tSij. and whoa be presented himself at Naples in the 
following September he eras refused permission to 
land; Lord Castlsreagh acquiescing in this step on 
the ground that a dangerous use might have been 
mads of his name His sustained irfterest in Italy 
wae shown by bis taking up his residence at Floienoe, 
hie studying the Italian langosgo, and by bis oorre- 
spondeace and intercourse with some of the most 
prominent public men of Italy. 

‘ HmCuUm'* Mtar to LeH WUUun Bootiaofc, 
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He reramed hi» ooanoxioo with Eugllib publie Ufe 
fts member of ParliamoQt for Lynn, but be eoeiu to 
have devoted bia attention mainly to the afiain of 
Italy and Sicily, wbete tbo oooatitution be bad drawn 
up wae eet aaide very aoon after hie departure and 
the capukion of the French from Italy. In the year 
1819 be was offered the Qovemorsbip of Fort St. 
Oeor^o—hii old poet at Hadrae—but after oonaldera- 
tion he lafoeed thia oflor, beeaoee be oonaldered that 
to nnd him baok to the poet he had been removed 
from twelve yean before, under eireamstenoee which 
be Iblt to be ux^ust, would be no adequate reparation 
of a wrong, and would ebow no proper appreciation of 
bia own progteaa in political life and public reputation. 

Id 18aa, when the return of the Uarquii of HaeUnga 
from Bengal wae annonnoed, be made a repreaenta* 
tion of hie to be oominatod bie eueoeaeor, and 

be did not conceal from bia frienda that he would 
regard bia selection aa a gratifying vindication of hii 
conduct in 1806. Lord Liverpool did not reeogniee 
tbo connexion between the two paaaegoe, and perbape 
aa (he result of hia proud deolaiatioa' that he took no 
stepe to influence e vote, bia claims were ignored in 
fkvour of Lord Amberet, who bed led our eeoond and 
abortive £mbswy to the Court of China It was this 
application that euriouely onougb brought him into 
eonnexion with Jamse Hill, (ho historian. In Hrt. 
Qrote'a Life we are (old that ‘ UiU thought him the 

• ai*#Wfti«4toiit*PtiairfiWTol*«fU»w»«T«iK ‘T^haw 
dMwa TeerMlfM frank UiA ksMorstU u 70* hsM stwsTi bMM.' 
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be*i euidtdate, *nd so did orery one ol**, but fe«r»d 
be had do chanee.' The fear proved aoeurato, but 
although he wae oot deetioed to be Ataherat ■ eoo* 
oompetilor, he wae nomiDated hit aueeeeeor io 
]8a7, aad ha wm then brought into penonal com* 
tnuDicaiioo with Uill, to whooi be made the euriooe 
eonfesuon,' I muet oonfeee to yoo that what 1 have 
ever n^d atoounte to vetyr little, and that it ie not 
without pain that I eaii nad anything.' To Vill, 
perbape on aoooont of tbie oonfeenion, he appeared 
'awelbiotentioned but not a very well-initrueted man.' 

Lord Amberet'e OoTemor>Q«>era]ehip wae marked 
by the Bunneae war, which, on account of iti expense, 
waa unpopular with the Court of Direotoia, and it 
eloeed with a large deficit, which waa a very un- 
pleieant fact foe the Company to face at a mcmeot 
when it had to eontemplate the leduetioa of ita 
reeouroee. The absolute neeeemty of economy and 
fineneial reform led it to think of the special oare 
Lord William fientinok had always shown in rogu- 
wing finanoce, and to form the oooelusioo that 
a refbnuing and peaeeful ruler might be a more 
useful representative under the prevailing cireum- 
stanoea th^n one of the type aud temper of Wellesley 
and Haatiugs. Accordingly, in the summer of 1817 the 
Court eelected Lord William Bentinek as its Ooveraor- 
Qeneial in tucoeasion to Lord Amherst, thus healing 
the sense of injury in Lord WtlUam'e mind in a eetie- 
factory manner. 






CHAPTER rv 

FtKAKOUI- R»70BM* AKD SUPPUMSIOM 0? OWM* 

Althocqk »ppoint«d to tha Oovtmot-OeDirabhip 
in July*, 1847, it wa* «x*cUy twelve montie Inter 
that Lord William Bentinek lenebed Indin. HU 
predeoeaaor, Lord Amherets loft IndU early In Uarch. 

I fta8, and in tbo interval the functions of the band of 
the administration we» diacharged by Mr. William 
BuUerworth Baylay, than the chief repreeenUtiTe of 
an Anglo-Indian family which has given many dUtin- 
goUhed men to the publie aervioo. On July 4 , >8a8, 
the ^pointmont of Lord WilUam Bentinek as Go- 
wnor-Qeneiml, and of VUoount Combarmere—the 
captor of Bhartpor —as Coounander-m-Chiaf, was 
announced in CaleotU with the aocoatoraed oaiwnony 
and aalutca. The formal proceeding attached to the 
oaeumption of roaponaibility for the goTommaat of 
India waa then of the umpleii and least atriking 
character. It oonaUted of a notioo formally recorded 
among the minutes of Oovemment that * the Qovemo^ 

> la Ikte noalb dM «r Tbomu Kvam, Oavwaor of 
MsdtM. Lort WmiMB BonUnok wm ta oaiUo * <» *«■■ "* ’»***» 
hla «a tk« latjooa of Uio riyairtltl Uad-ooOUoMnl, lUanal 

w Uw MMM of th. VotloTO mofliiy Imi tiim 4 r Um 

aaotod. 
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Oenenl wtawwledged to Uv« roowTed u oxtiwl 
fiom ft Public Oenerftl Letter from the Court of 
Dimtore, dfttod April 5 » * 795 . oxpmwd bl» 
ftoquioeoeaoe thereto.’ The proolftnutioa of the new 
Oovemor-Oeoenl wee foUowod by the ftmeel of the 
eoeiomary letter* of oongmtalfttion from the priueee of 
Indift end the neighbouring eUtee, emong whom it 
tnit y be etftted thftt the King of Delhi, the R^£ of 
Nep£ 3 , ftnd lUiyit Singh of the Ptti\|*b were pro¬ 
minent. 

When Lord Williftm Bentinck rcftobod OelcutU, 
Indift wee eryoying ft brief intervftl of repoee ftfter 
meny yeft» of intemftl ftnd extemftl werfare. But tho 
eoetly Burmeee wftr bftd pUcod ft eevere etmin on the 
finanwiiLt rwonroeB of the ooontry, ftnd tho moet preen¬ 
ing of the day wm to reetore an eqailibrium 

between tho revenue and the expenditure. In i8a8 
the expenditure exceeded the recoipta by more than 
ft erere of rupeee, or one million eterling. It wae 
iMtritTfi* to remove tlua defieit, and economy waa the 
Sret article in the programme of the new ruler, for, to 
OM the word# of Sir Cbarlm Metoalfe, ‘the Qevemmont 
which allow* thia to go on in time of peaoe dcoervee 
any puniahment.’ Although the Court of Direotoi* 
had been very ompbfttie in their uyunctiona to Lord 
Williftm Bentinck to eoonomiee and to reetore the 
of India to a eatiefftotory footing, thmr in- 
■Iroctiona and suggeatione a* to bow thia waa to be 
done wore exceedingly vagne except in one p*rtdCuUr. 
On the eebject of the reduction of Batt* the Court 
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gave th« moat poaitiva and preeiae imtnwUo o a, 
Although Um uDOU&t to be sATod waa tnfliug *od the 
umbngo gitOD to a laige body of their eervanta 
exoeaaivo. ‘^>0 Bait* dlffieolty wu tba flni with 
which Lord William Beetinck had to deal ia lodia. 
and the penonal odium he iacomd from f aith f u l ly 
carrying out the orders of his employers does not seem 
to have wholly left him during the seTen years he 
served in that oountry. 

Batta, at more oorrsetly Ebdt'ha, is a Hindi and 
>CiiratJia word moamng * extra or additional pay.* 
The Company, very soon after it eommeoced what 
may be termed ite political career, had granted batta 
to its military ofReers. The amount varied with the 
Borvicee rendered and tiie place at which the officer 
bappcrred to be stationed. Thus full batte was given 
for active service within the Company's territories. It 
was doubled during any expeditloQ or service beyond 
tbe frontier. When, bowever, the c^cor was stationed 
during peace at any place where quarters were pro¬ 
vided for him, he only received half betta. Long 
usage iDide the officer regard this addition to his 
pay as his inheorent ri^ and many of the highest 
authorities on tho subject bad declared that the Com¬ 
pany’s officers, especially thoae of junior tank, could 
not possibly submit on their ordinary pay if this 
allowanoa were reduced or withdrawn. Both the 
Marquis of Eastings and Lord Amherst bad addressed 
remonstrances to the Court of Directors when they 
were directed to reduce the batte allowance, and 



_58 tX>RD WILUAM BESTISCK 

Uiflir inflaemoa htd been wiffioent to poetpone the 

ebeoge. 

At length the Coort of Direotore would lu^ to no 
further objeotione, end Lord 'WiUiein Bentmok wee 
peremptorily ordered to ceiry «H the reduction of 
beite to ooe-helf ite fixed amount. Ho wee loft no 
opUon In the mettar, and be could only obey the 
orders which aooompanied hie appointment Ae Sir 
Charlee Motealfe truly said. ‘ the order wae ono which 
could not havo been diwboyed ualeae we codd teU the 
Cooii we are eupretne and they eobordinate. In 
NoTomber, 1848, an order wae i»ued reducing the 
batta allowaac* to one-balf at Dinipur, Barraekpur, 
Berhampur. Dum Dam, and owntoally at QbMpur, 
which wore the five principal etatione <rf the Bengal 
army. It may be eaay to imagme, but it it certainly 
difficnlt to dewribe, the oommotion oaueed by Ihie 
order among the ofRooia of the Company** eervioe. 
Indignant rtmonetranoee wore preeonted by all the 
offioeiB affected by the change, oouobed in langi^ 
that ehowed none of the reetraint impoeed by di»- 
pline, and aocueing the Ooveroment of breach of faith. 
The Commander-in-chief himeelf drew op a remon- 
etrance, and theee dooumenU were forwarded to London 
by Lord ■William Bontinck, who etatod in reply to the 
that ‘ it woald afford lum lineere gratifl- 
eation If the Court should eee fit to reeonaider their 
Olden.’ 

But the Court of Direetore were prepared fiw and 
unmoved by the damour of their inlUtary oflftocre. 
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The too* of the remonetrenoee wee doclered to be 
nnbeooming, end they eeierted tbw right to redooe or 
to inoreeee the pey of ell peteoni in their employ- In 
their finel reply of Merch, 1830. they dedered tbel the 
reduotioD moet bo oerriod out, end that it hed the 
senction of the Duke of Wellington end the other 
iDombere of the GoTomment et home. Thi* order wei 
publUbed in Indie in Septoiaber of the eeme yoer.end 
dcHnitely eettled the queetion, elthougb it could not 
elley the irritetion of which Lord WUliem Beoti^ 
boceme the principel mark end Tiotlm. The eeriag 
effeoted by tbie redoctlon wee eboot ^*0,000 a yw, 
but it eeeine poeeible thet the Court et one time 
thoo^t of eboliehing bette altogether, end thet the 
oppooitioo end egitetion ita firet order* eaiutod may 
not hare boon barren of reeult in prerenUng the exe- 
eutiem of a more eweeping meeaure. In ooe 
the betta queetdon threw light on Lord William 
Bentinek’e eharacter. During the whole of the eon- 
troverey from i8a8 to 1830 the Oelontta Pre« teemed 
with poreooel eWackii on him, often of an ebuiiTe 
luOnro, but be nerer thought of using the large ro- 
pieeaive meaeoroe in hie power. It *t thie time 
that be eaid ‘ he knew of no subject which the Free* 
TOight not freely dwmaa’ When, howeyer. the Bnal 
orders of the Court were to be published, he derided 
the season of dUouarion had passed away. and for 
the erst and only time' in bis Indian career be imued 


■ Thta »pe«wi» iBMMlrtwwj ia hU Pr*- «• “• 
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A mmat« (Septambw 6, 1830) forbidding tbo Pre« to 
oommeoi upon the Court’* doero* on tbo iubjootof hntt*. 

Vote imporUot eoonomioi rom^nod to bo efioetod 
thnn th* clipi^g of miliUry pay, and by rednotiooo in 
tbo adminiftmtion of tho land roranuo, the rrovineial 
Coorta, and the ooaily Mtdementa in tbe SbraiU of 
Halaco, be pvooeeded to oarry out iha prinoipal 
portion of the miaaioa with which he bad been charged, 
and to reetore an equilibriuin to the finance*. But 
tbcM meaaurei of detail would have fiuled to produoo 
a naolt oommeneuiate with the expectation* and ne- 
OHBitiee of the Company, if there bad not boon exeeutod 
at the time a great reform of principle in the 
eystemetic employment of native# of India in adnunie- 
trative offioee which bad hitherto been reeerred 
exoluaively for Englishmen. This important change, 
whioh will come under oonaideration more appro¬ 
priately at a later stago of Lord William Bcntinek'a 
TwftUn career, wee rendered imperative by tbe eost of 
a purely English administration and by the inaldlity 
of the Indian revenue to meet it Economy in eetal^ 
li.Kmwnt oad efficiency in reveoue-oolleotion might 
heve provided a palliative for tbe evil which aroee 
fiom the incooteetable fact that the eonquesta of the 
Company after CUve, however ineviUble, were for a 
time unprofitable from a revenoe atandpobt There 
was no real cun aave that applied by I^rd William 
Bentinck, and adopted by the Oovenunent and people 
of England aa a cardinal point in their Indian policy. 

Among the meeaare* taken to effect economy may 
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be me&UoQed tbe appoiniawat of two oommitteM, on« 
nilitvy and ocm civil, to InToctigcto tbo whole cxpen* 
ditare cod to report wberovttr redaotioito could be 
At the Mine time Urge redoctionawtre ordered 

ID tbe miUtery eetebHiihmeiiU of the three Preudeoeiee. 
Tbe ProTineUl Couiie of Appeal cud Cirooit, which 
had become proverbial for their dUatorioMi and Dn> 
certainty of deciuon, were abolieheid, to the promotioa 
of jnstiee and economy at the same time. While tho 
recommeodaiions of the oommittee entrusted with tho 
•upervisioD of the civil eetabliabmont reeuUod in the 
eventual eaving. after eoroe yean, of an annual earn of 
half a million sterling, the orders of the Court for the 
reduetioD of its miUtary feunes i-etrenebed more speedily 
the sum of one milUon for the Exchequer. The Qo- 
vemment very rightly looked to an increase of rec-apu 
as well ss to s decrease of expenses for providing the 
way out of its diffienhies. Tbe settlement of the land 
revenue in the North-West Provinoes, effected by Mr. 
RobeH UeiUlns Bird, produced beoefidal results, which 
wore not diminished by tho cstablisbinent of s eeparate 
Board of Revenue at Allahibdd. ThU measuio, from 
which tbe greatest benefits ensued, and of which it 
waa said that it ‘waa completed upon principles 
equally cenducivo to the improving reeouicce of the 
elate and tbe growing prosperity and happiness of 
tho people,’ was not finally esj-ried into effect until the 
year 1833. It proved itself to be a comprebeusive and 
Buccoasfal eebeme for raising an increased revenue 
from the soil of a large divirioo of India. 
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Id uotber direeUon Lonl WiUiMD Bentinek took 
importtot ktopt of endoring eooioquoaM for inenoimg 
the revenue from the mucb*revilod hut iodiepenseble 
item of opium. Over the BeogiU produoe the East 
India Company poaaoaMd oomplete oontrol, and as 
kmg aa Central India vrae distracted by war the eom* 
petition of the opium-prodndng distriota in that part 
of the eonnUy was not to be feared. But the eloee of 
the Maritbi wan had lad to a largo increase in tbo 
production of U<ilw6 opium, and anloae Bengal opium 
woe to be undersold by that exported from Indian 
porta not aubjcci to the Company, it was eeaaatial for 
the Ooveminent to obtain some share In the profit of 
that trade and some oontrol over its expansiim. The 
favourite route for the export of Milwi opium was 
through Ktyputina to Kariohi, whence it was seotTii 
Din and Damin in ships fiying Portuguese eolouis to 
Chin^ It was quite clear that as this opium was sold 
at a much lower prioo than that from Patni, the 
revenue of the Company would bo adversely affected 
some messurea oonld bo taken to divert the 
expwi of hlilwi opium to Bombay. 

Several tentoUvo measures had been tried, only 
however to reaolt in feiluro, before Lord William 
Bentinek carried out a plan for lioeneing the direct 
eonveyanee of opium from Milwi to Bombay, thus 
avoiding the eirouitoos route to Karicbi, and eaioring 
to tho Company some share is the profit. After 
numerous attempts to coerce the princes and to do- 
prive the people of thmr legitimate righte because they 
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•aoroMhed on t treMurwl prMftrvo of the Company. 
♦Mm urangBiDOot put an and to tlia difficnltyi and 
plaeod th« matter on tbe Mtialaotory baaia on wbiob 
it atiU exiata. liko the aoUlement of tho land revamo 
in tha Nortli-Weet. it deaervea all tba credit dae to 
a akilfol and aucoewfol piece of pnkctieal adminiatn- 
tion. In olOM oonnexion witli Utia opium amngo* 
moot, and in aomo degree emanating ftom it, waa the 
inititution of an inquiry into Iho quoatlon of in- 
tamaJ transit dutioa, vhi^, after Bentinek loft India, 
naulied in tho abolition of tboae fottm on the t»m- 
mer^ development of the country. The eeonomiee 
deaoribed, and the inorcaaed revalue raiaed, rcanltod, 
before tho departure of Lord William BeoUnck. in 
converting what had boon a deficit of one mUlion 
into a surplus of two millioos. 

The meaauraa taken to effect adminiatrative refonna 
and to introduce native ag«cy into tbe di^mnaation 
of justice claim pasalng notios, although it is right 
to etato that tbe proposals npon which tha Oovera- 
ment eventually took action were made and approved 
before Lord William Bentinek arrived in Indin. Tbe 
Provinoial Oourta, saddled with an oxoeaa of duties, 
bad proved unable to get through tho work entrusted to 
them. Arrears accumulated, aocoaed persona, whether 
innootfit or not, were doUined in prison for an nn- 
neoeaaary period, and tha aasesament of land eonld 
only be fixed after long and tedious delays With a 
view to remedying this aUta of things, magistrates and 
eoUeoton were placed under the supervision of Com- 
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mUiionart of Rovonaa uid Circait^ who wore to m&ko 
ftoquoot toon within thsir Jurisdiction, nnd to bo 
in ooniUai touch with tho pooplo. Exporionoe 
•bowed tbo wiidom of dopriviog ttioai of tome of 
their judieinl funetiou, end this led to the inemeliig 
iinpoiUnee of (he jodgea in the country, of whom, by 
K chenge in the eyatem of eppoiotment, meny were 
to be netiTee. Lord Corawellie in bis eettlement of 
Bengal bed given to Europeans, with iosigniSoant 
cxeeptiona, the control over the oivil and ortminal 
juriadietiOD, but it soon beoaino ovidont that a euffi- 
eient aUff could not be maintained to deal oiKdontly 
with the work to be doao. Henoo the doadlook aroee 
that bae been deecribed. Tlie only remedy for the 
evil waa the employment of nativea, and after aomo 
yeaie* delay in taking what waa the very natural 
eoune of trying ordinary native ofiendara by a 
native tribunal, native magietrstoi woro nominated 
and pennittod to deal with tho majority of thoeo 
who broke the law. In 1837 'nearly nineteon- 
twontietha of the originsJ auite inaiituted in the oivil 
Qonrts throughout the ooantry were alreedy deter- 
mined by native judicial offioere.' On the eve eleo 
of Lord William Beotinek'e arrival in Tndje a new 
and higher grade of native judgee, with the atyle of 
Sadr Amina, waa created, qualified to bear appeals 
from the ordinary Amins. This step was followed 
up by the eetablishment of a Court of Sadr Oiwial 
and Niiimat Adtlat at AJIabfibild, with authority to 
bear appeala that before ita oreation would have 
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hftd to be sent to Coloutt*. Although sot primarily 
retponriblo for tbeae mcMurea, Lord William Bentioek 
cordially approred of thozn. and nipported orery 
project to give iaereaeed digni^ and eonfidenco to 
the native judges In this manner was iho oo* 
operation of the nativea of India aeeured in the 
department of government vrhercin it -would produce 
the moot advantagoouk conaequenoee, and be attended 
with the feweet drawbaclu. The employment of 
nativoi of India In trying their fellow-oountrymen, 
with whoee ways and feoUngi they wan thoroughly 
familiar, waa open to no poseiblo objoction, and oon* 
duced at the same time to both economy and despatch 
in the diapoeal of bueineas. 

It will be appropriate at this stage to refer to 
the intimate relations which subristed between Lord 
William Bentinek and Sir Charles (aftorwarda Lord) 
Hetcalfe, a man who took a prominent part in the 
reforms described and those to follow, and who 
earned out several of the aohemes loft over for final 
Axeoutioa when Lord William Bontinck qnittod India 
in 1855. In the great work of entraatisg larger 
exeeutive and Judicial powen to the natiTee Sir 
Charles Uetoalfe might claim as prominent a place as 
his ebieL snd it was he who fint defined in tbo fol> 
lowing passagoB the best organisation for the joint 
European and ^Native administration of India 

' The best fereo of gevemmont with s view to the weliue 
of the nativss of ladia la their preemt state I WUsve W 
be that which is owst simple sad most free fbon srtUSrisl 
B 
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mititatMiii. Tbo bwt farm of gorarBaeut with t riew to 
the nuiateanaoe offirituh doaujiioa in India I balior* to Im 
that wkkb io noat coodneiTB to » onion of powon and moat 
frao from tbo alaaoBta of oolliaion and coontanetiou.' 

Hia plan of govornaent woo— 

’ Nalivo ftuMtionariH In tha firat initanco in all dapart* 
nista. Europaan luperlutandanta, nniting iba leeal pevan 
of judieataro, polieo aod raranoa.in all tbair branebea throagli 
tha diitciota omr whkh they preakla. Oonrauatonan orvr 
thm, and a Board ovar the Commimioiian coaimnoioatiag 
with and anljaet to the imiaediata eontrol of tha Oorern* 
neat.' 

The nlations of thnso two mon with oaob other did 
not at fint promise to attain the cordiality that they 
eventually acquired. The entdee in hii diary ehow 
that Sir Charles Metcalfe was favourably impmsed 
with tho now mler of India from tbo first, but they 
also beer testimony to the fact that to all appearance 
Lord William Bontinclc did not reeipracato tbo feeling. 
Three weeks lilor the Qovomor>Geoeral tcaoheil Cal¬ 
cutta Metcalfe wrote, *I like the little that I have eeen 
«f our new Qovemor-General very mueb—he u a 
alnightforward, honest, upright, benevolent, sensible 
manand again be wrote a few daye later, he is ' a 
>017 benevolent, aoelTeclud, open, candid, kind man 
whenn every one 1 oonoeivo miut like.’ But while 
thus cordially recognising bis merits ho also notes, 
with a tone of regret, the ahsenoa of all toeponea. 

' He and I do not approximate, which is rather aui- 
priiing to roe. for many of oor sautimente an in 
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cotanon with both of os.' Th« removal of thia 
oool&eei waa due, itran^ly ozumgh, to the itimolatisg 
efibet of a deepateb ftrom Lord EUenborougfa, the Fmi> 
dent of the Board of Control, on the sulyeot of our 
policy in India, which oertainly estatlea that ofUn* 
abnaed Oovemor>Oeoeral to aomo aharo in the credit 
of the reformed adminiatratloa with which the name 
of Lord William Bentinek is apeoially la 

that despatch it ia atatod that— 

' Wa bsTe a great nonl dntjr to peifonn to the people cf 
ladiai. We moat, if poBtihle,giYe tlnemagoodaodpenwuieat 
goTenunent la doing thb we eonfer a greater boiedt upon 
the people of tUi con&trjr than in loerUiciag the intereete cf 
India to the ipporent prcaent istereeti of Bngload. The 
real intereete of both coontriee are the eoma The oeu- 
yaleion wfiieh would diMolre their connexion would entail 
nvcb loee on ua and hring danolatieo upon Indio.’ 

On Twoiving this despatch Lord William Bentinok 
at once wrote to Sir Cbarlea MetoaUe in the Hollowing 
tanna, and thua began that peraooal fnendahip and 
eloac political co-operation which continued during 
the remainder of their public careera:— 

• 'Anxiou* oa I moat ba to answer to thia call, bot leaaihl* 
ot the mine time of my own ioeoapetenejr to tbe toik, I ean 
ooly obtain tbe infocmatioD Lord Bllenborongli wont* by a 
reeoune to greater experience and knowledge. In this 
difflenlty I conddestly oppfy to you for tbet 
whieh no aou ia India ia Mtar able to olfonL' 

From that time forward Sir Charles Mctoalfe, who 
iueceeded Mr. Buttorworih Bayley in November, 1899, 


68 


LORD WILUAU BBintSCK 


M D«poty-Oo»ernor kcd Vioe-Preiident of the CoudqU 
—tbo higbeot offloo in the serrioe aftor the Oownor- 
Qenenlihip—wu oloeely ueoaiatedwlth LordWUlUni 
Bentinek in all the acta of adminiatration. Hia advioe 
waa OD erery oecaiion reepectftilly eought, and whan 
Lonl William BonUoek laid down in 1B33 the fhnetiona 
of lapreme authority, he aeoorded to thia ooUeagoe a 
meet generona recognition. At the Calcntta dinner 
on the are of hia departure bo taid that he bad * never 
met with the Individual wheeo integrity, liberality of 
•ootimont, and dolieaey of mind ozeited in a greater 
degree hia reepeei and admiratioD.' 

One of the firat and not the leaat important ad- 
mifuatrative meaaurea earried out by Lord William 
Bf mti p«k waa the Btronuona and ayatematie effort 
to anppreea the Thaga in their pxaetioe of murder for 
the purpoaea of robbery. The complete aoooeaa whleb 
crowned the atepa token for this puipoao in the 8t»t 
year of hia admlniatration, and which wore ma i ntained 
with equal energy and vigilance during Ha whole 
eoune, render the auppreearon of thaffi one of the 
moat notable achievementa of the Govemor-Oeoeral- 
ship of Lord William Bentinck. 

The atory of the proceedinga taken againat the 
Thaga la told in the foUeat offieial detail in five 
volume* of mannacript reeorda prewirved in the India 
Offioa. Therein will be found not merely particolara 
of the oaptun of the different ganga, exact reporU of 
the triala and aenteneee, and preoiM returns of the 
expenditure entailed, but also genealogieal tables of 
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tb« priTi fti f ^ Tb«gs, ibowing ibat tbeir saf^ou* 
tnd« had beeono * Ikmily profeMou aod Mont 

Th»g it the HindutUuu for ' ohtat,’ tnd tbt name 
ftrieUy Umnalatad giyaa no indicaUon of their mode 
of perpetrating the dreadful crime that rendered them 
the toiTor of the Indian traveller. The lam usual 
hut more oorreet name of pliinsi>g&r give* a clearer 
insight into their praetieea, for phAnta meane nooM, 
the fatal rope or scarf with which they strangled 
their unsQspeoting and defenoolesa Tietima. The 
|ASn»«L plays a prouinant part in the Hindu my 
Ihology and is assigned to aevcral gods and goddesses 
ts Ih^ favourite weapon. The exact date at which 
highway robbem adopted it for the purpoeee of their 
vocation is uncer tain or unknown, but the Freneh 
tiavellw Tavernier, in the middle of the seventeenth 
OBOtoiy, mentdoDstbe stranglers of the high way as one 
of the dangers of travel in the dcKninione of the Great 
MoguL The troahlos of the eighteenth century, when 
the deetinies of India bung at the metey of military 
■dventarem and lawleae hotdea of plunderers, added 
ondoabtedly to their cumbere, and the whole of Central 
India from Haidaribid to Oudh, and Bundclkhand to 
lUjpuUtna, provided a vast and profitable flsld for 
the display of their akUl as secret murdcrert. 

Their mode of proceeding may be thus briefly de- 
•eribed. Having performed eortain propitiatory ritsa 
ef a qnaai'teligious character, and ohtmned acme 
favonrable progncetioations to the result of their 
enterprise—for the fatalism wbiob diaraoUrised their 
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religiolu belief ead gave forUtade to th^r proeoodiQgl 
WM largely tinged with aupentition—they Mt out 
along one of the main roada frequented by mercbanta 
and other travellera. To all appearanoe tb^ were 
a party of uoarmed and bannloae men, either ponuiog 
their boeineae ae trodera w retuming to thwr native 
Tillage from a pilgrimage. In thoeo daye of open 
highway robbery travellen wore only too glad to 
meet with compaoione, and the Thage never ex- 
perienoed any diffiouHy in picking op one. or more 
than one, tmausiwedog wayfarer en route. Tbero waa 
nothing in their demeanour or conduct to exdto 
Mupieion. At the well or the oaraYaneerai they 
•eomed Mke the moat inoflenaive of UaveUeia, and the 
only ground for auapieion wee that which leeei arouaea 
it, a qteeial oheerfnlneae of manner and a oonoiliaiory 
attitude towarda all atiaogera. Having onoe aaleeted 
the viotim their patieneo in waiting for the moat 
favourable mometit to atrilco the blow wee remark- 
abla, and oonetituted the ramn eeeret of their power 
u pd protracted iroponity. Sometunoe they would 
dew it expedient to atrike at once, but more often 
they would perform a journey of daye and weak* 
togeUier with their intended victim before they would 
deliver the fatal blow. But in nearly all eaeee it waa 
done at a moment when the viotim would he Icaat 
prepared and moat off hie guard—eithM- engaged in 
hie prayere or at abluUone—and the nooae waa alwaya 
a led with eueh deadly preeUion that the murdered 
pereon never bad a chance of railing an alarm. The 
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Urger proportion of victim* were «uigl* lDdivMlu• 3 ^ 
bat if the ({oog wm iufflcionUy numeroo*. ond »otno- 
UmM tho Tb*g* tetvoUod in b«ad* of eixty or ievoBty. 
they ^oold not b* •imid to •ntioe » oonmdembi* 
body of traveller* and to murder *a many a* a down 
at a aingle roanaore. In all caae* they reeorted 
to evaiy precaution to prevoat aurprlee from inter* 
roption. and with sodi »ucoe** that no iiwtanoe of 
failure ia recorded. 

The younger membors of the family or band eerved 
tbeir apprenticoebip as aooots, and it wa* only after 
many year* of oxperionoe in this innocent capacity 
*>>■« they vreie allowed to *0 much a* witneas the 
porpetimtioa of the crime, while the act of throwing 
the ioarf wa* always entrusted to the moet expert 
and experienced Thag. Their skUl in effecting the 
murder of their victim* wa* matched by the leorecy 
with which they disposed of their remain*, and •ome- 
tim ffff the mo*t conclosive evidenoo againitaceptured 
Thag w*a the di»eovery of the akeleton* of the 
murdered in aa unlikely ■pot, revealed by the oon- 
of a oonfedcrate. The striclnem of the di*- 
oplise wa* aofteoed by the tiea of family, and the 
Beereta of the biotheihood were preserved by the in- 
voMtion of religion a* much a* by the terror of the 
eevero punishment metod out to treachery. 

The di*turbed condition of India during the wbol* 
of the eighteenth century added largely, as has bean 
laid, to the number of the Thags. wboee reputation 
was greatly enhanced in the popular mind by the 
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prtctiaiJ impQoity with whicb tbdr opentiona were 
eerried on. If tbcir own eocoont of titemMlroe might 
be noeopted, they originelly formed • spodel eolooy 
divided isto eoven tribe* end looated near Delhi. In 
thoee daya tbey ware uud to be *11 Mulmmmtduu, 
bat the beliefs and rognletion* of the oaato were 
eiwntially Hindu of * eorrapt kind, and when the 
Tbage were broaght before Britiih Court* of Juifeiee 
the minority were found to be of Hindu moo. It u 
probable from thU etatement that they were at diet 
a looa) post in the neighbourhood of the Uughal 
capital, where thoir enonnitioe *o<m attracted notioo- 
Tbe Muhammadan Emperora were strong enough to 
banish the oflendere to a distance from their capital, 
bot not to break up their organisation. They left 
Delhi, and scattering themaelvee throughout Central 
India and the Deoean found a more profitable arena 
for their exploits. 

They wore oommeoeing the career of extended mis- 
ehief which made thorn known throughout India 
when the French tisTeller, Thvemter, noted titeir 
depredation* ■* on* of the gmvest peril* to the 
traveller in the peninsula. n>ey flourished during 
the whole of the eighteenth century on the tixniblee 
of India, and in the aheenee of any eentral power or 
authority to call them to account. The offioiak of 
many of the smaller statee, finding themselves un^e 
to cope with the malofaetors, m*do common cense 
with them, and for a share in the profit* aocorded 
them the protection that was provided by their own 
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iD€stneM and indiflareiiM. Tbeir numben aod tbdr 
•oMMt ttaadUjr iport—ed, until at tbo and of tbo 
U«t oantory tbejr wer* brought into oontaet with 
our powar. The anncxatiou of Hysoro and Chitor 
w«i« foOowod by tho duponion of aome of the mott 
fonnidablo bandt. and th« m^ority of tho nrrivon 
withdrew into the native atatee of M&lwi and B^jpu- 
(iaa, whore for another thirty yean they enjoyed 
Kcaiity and uanonity Arom official porsuit. In tho 
time of both Lord Hastiago and Lord Amherst soTonl 
bands were disoovored and broken up, bat such was 
tho feeling of toleration or fear with which they were 
regarded by the native courts and offieiala, that the 
oonviotion of the prioonen was by no the 

eertain eonsequenee of thoir eaptare, and it is oor- 
root to eay that whoa Lord William Beatlnek took 
up the matter nothing had boon done to break 
up the Tbags as an organitation hostile to tho eon* 
munity. 

In 1829 special orders and fuller powen woro 
given to Mr. F. C. Smith, Agent to the Qovomor- 
Qeneral in the liarbadi Territories—a division oor- 
responding to the present Central India Agency and 
Central Provinces eombined—to prooeod against all 
Thaga, and to put down their assoeiationa with ths 
strong band. Mqjor Slecman, whose name will always 
be honourably coupled with the disappearance of 
this erimo in India, was given a special appointment 
as his coadjutor and assirtant Other officen were at 
a later period entrusted with a similar tssk, when it 
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wu foand bj pneiicftl «xperi«aee that the Thags 
embraced too wide an area to be dealt with by a 
•ingle ofSoer or a local dopaxtiaeal, and among them 
it ia only just that the names of M^or (aiterwards 
i:>ir John) Low in Oudh, of Ur. Wilson in Bnndel* 
khand, and of Colonel Stewart in Uoidaribdd, ihoald 
be mentioned as among the moat energetic and 
•ucoessfoL 

The active operations of the Thag department 
oovered a period of six yoan, and during that tune 
two tboufland Tliagt were arrested. Of those fifteen 
handled wore sontonoed oi^er to death or to different 
periods of tnuuportatioo. Althoogh there had been 
no attempt on the {mri of the native govemnMnts to 
proceed against the malefaetoia, it was gratifyitkg to 
Hod that oneo the British Qovemment took np the 
matter the darb&ts of the prlneipal States, eoeb as 
Haidaribid, Oodh, and Gwalior, hastened to load Uxur 
hearty and useful co-operation. This was the more 
satisfactory and necessary, inasmuch as the bead- 
qnarten of some of the largest gangs were to be found 
within the Native States. The readineee of the Native 
OovenmiBDts to associate themselves with us in s 
work that was not merely beneficial to the eora- 
munity, but which might be termed easential ftora the 
point of view of humanity, was not, however, imitated 
by the Native Courts, whoro the judges showed a 
tendency to deal too lightly with oaptured Thags, 
and avruling themaelvM of any deficieney in the evi- 
denee as to murder to evade the infliction of capital 
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■wtencM. Tbo pOMibdlitjr of odmioiotntiTe energy 
being neatnlked by judioinl timidity was OTnied by 
plenary jadklal power* being eonfemcl on Mr. Snitb. 
and the sentenees passed cm convicted Huge were 
thenceforward in jost proportion to tbe enormity of 
the eriroo 

Tbe final result of these mtainod and aystemaUe 
oflbrU to suppress tbe crime was Uiat all the prirKupal 
bands were broken op, that tbe reputation of tbe 
Thaga was destroyed, and that tbe most formidable 
tnerder aasoeiation wfaiob India had ever known 
passed oat of existence. More than fifty yearn have 
elapsed sinoo tbe labours of tbe Commis^n presided 
over by Mr. Smith and Major Sleeman were brought 
to an end, and, althoagb thoro have been i so l ate d 
eases, there bee been no attempt to revive tbe old 
organisation. 

The &nuly secrets and ties which oonstitoted the 
strength of tbe fraternity have died oat or been dis¬ 
solved by tbe lapse of time, aivd it msy be doabted 
whether the crime in ite oM form could be revived, 
even vrere India to pass tbrongh another of those 
troubled periods whiob formed so large a part of ber 
history, and from whiob she seems now happily to 
be reacaed. Strictly speaking, the sappresaion of the 
Thags was doe to the active and coergetie measures 
of the Indian administration rather than to the pediey 


of Lord William Bentiock, but he vigorously sup- 
porisd tbe measures taken against them, and urged 


on his lieutenants to make 


speedy end of these 
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enomiet of the pablio poooo. li moat also be ootod 
to bis cndit tbat vhoQ ho took op the roina of offioo 
the Tbagt were more fomidobie than they had ever 
been before, a&d that when be left India they were 
ahaUered and praotioally annihilated. 






CHAPTER V 


Tub AflOLmoN or WToow-sunxuro 

A XKVOBASLlt act of Itord WilliBiD Beotinek'i 
govenuneat, aad tho ooe with which bio uuno wiU 
bo moci promioently mofintod in bislorj, waa tb« 
abolition of Widow-burning. It ia parniauble to 
tiiinlc that the edueatioaal and adminiitratiTo refonai 
which ho introdoood wan of mon panaasant ira- 
portance and axerciaod a wider inflaonoe apon onr 
poaition in India; bat the abolition by a abort 
revolution of a practice aanetionod by religion and 
the uMge of centuries was mon csdculated to arrest 
public attention and to obtain goucral applaose than 
moaanne paaacd from dmc to tmo at the Council- 
board, of which tho full effeot oould only beooine 
apparent after the lapee of yeara. Tho abolition of 
mti roaembled tho i>appRaaian of ihagi in thU raepeot» 
timt it was also an act of humanity; bat wheroM 
the oommnnity generally regarded the Ihaga sa 
murdenn and nbbera, those who performad the atzK 
wan held up aa model wirea, and aa paragona of 
virtue. With the full acquieseenee of the people the 
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lliigs w«re destroyed, bat it wu in oppoeitioo to the 
people end trith the enpport of very few Hindu 
reformen Uint nutf wu abolished through our over* 
wbeimisg eenee of on obligation to humanity. Of 
that eeotiuent Lord WUUani Bentinek made himself 
the exponent and executor. 

The practice of Mff* &om our first appearaneo 
on the Qangeo, the part of India in vrhioh it was most 
in vogue, had attracted the aUention and roused the 
disapprobation of our ofBoen. Repugnant as the set 
of eolf-unruolation was to our ideas, it was rondered 
worM by tho knowledge that the eaerifioe was in many 
cases not voluntary, and that the victim vras only 
rendered capable of playing her part by the use of 
druga Bui in those days there was a wide gulf 
between disapprobation and active legislative re- 
{ffcssion. It was the firmost article in the faith 
of the East India Company that aU the of 

tho natives should be serupuloosly mpectod, and that 
nothing should be done to give umbrage to tbeir 
religious prqudioce. The policy thus defijiod was 
unquestionably the vrisest and the beats snd it baa 
boon ooiuUtently adhered to d«mng the whole of our 
rule in India, ^le only dopartnros made from it have 
been taken under some paramount senso that an 

> ‘llMtviB lutSasw eMi ti rtriel]ran>n<isb)* to ibopMsea, not 
tha rito] BMiUaf ■'spm esS vlrtMsa w«Ma,*’sBd ■«—‘j-rm 
tbs vUs wb« waiptotos a till OBlatoReptod «oe}iical 4«vetods«si 
tor Uto SM or Sabs-sKtoBB^ aocoipaay^ bor basbaaS'o ootpn. 
It bai oooM ia eowaaa usofo to 4oa«to tba aoL' Wilson, Brilkb 
India, toL is. y. sSs. 
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outrage ool atncttoned by God, and dlaapproved of 
by the bigheir ootueienoo of Uu Indiana themaelvM, 
wu being perpetrated, ehockiog to the human mind, 
and amounting to a aoandol on our administmtion. 
Snob a departure baa to be recorded in the meaeoTM 
taken against tuH by Lord William Bentinek, for 
reasons given in the masterly minute wbieb oonoludes 
this chapter, and which haa never before been printed 
The praetioe of aoH bad been in force for eo^ 
many oeoturiee that it was an archaic and oselesi 
queatioa for the English admimstrator to inquire 
whether it was really in accordance or not wiU\ the 
injanettons of the early Hindu religion. Aa we always 
abstained from playing the part of raligiona in- 
atnotora to the people, U uattorod little to os 
whether Widow-banting was part of the original 
fidth of the Hindus, or an innovation and abuM 
grafted on it by male logislatore in a aodety which 
ranked female life at a 1^ valne, and thought only 
of e nbani-Jng the pride and dignity of the huiband 
The piaetiec bad the aanetion of antiquity and the 
approbation of the Hindu people. It formed an 
essential feature in thedr daily rvligioua life, and it 
would have been absurd for os to interfere with it 
on tho ground thst wo knew the Hindu religion 
better its own priests and fottowert. Socb an 
argumwt might be urged by native reforiuen, like 
Dwankaaath Tagore and Bamnobun Boy, who, 
moved by their spirit of humanity to deteeCaiion of 
a and brutal aacridoe, strove to conviuee 
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tb«r eountrymoo Uiat »ati wu oot aiyoinad by Ute 
eod« of Huu, u>d that it wu eTm oppoud to tiie 
gosUe tod booign ooUm of tboir origiiul fbith. 

Our mtorroDtioa oould osiy bo buod oa th« grouDd 
of odminiotimtiTo oeoeuity, tad oct tho doty to put 
down what Hinduo might ooll ft oftoriflco, bot whftt 
the rest of tbo oiviliiod world wfto agreod in do- 
nooncing u o crime- Tbe proeenco of the afttivo 
reformen nftmod, end the ezproaoton, howevor ilow 
ftod oligbt, of wbftt might bo oftlled ft moro odoofttod 
ftod higher native opinion under their ftuepioee, 
npplied on argument in favour of the abolition of 
toH by niggeftting that after oil native opinion 
wu not unanimooft on the aubjeet, and that the 
aentiment of the moet enlightened Hindu vindicated 
in ontieipfttioD the oetion of the Britiob Oomnmont. 
But there con be no doubt that even if there bod 
been no native refonneiw, and no intelligent native 
opinion, the action of tbo Britiob Oovemment would 
not have been deferred. The knell of tati bod etruok 
when Lord William Bantinck reftohed Indio. 

Ezpedieney and the reluetenoe to inereou the 
diffieuliiea with whioh we bod always to oope, by 
stirring op any p(^alftr fennentotioo, caused the poet* 
ponsment of decisive action, but from our eorliosi 
appearance in Bengal, onr disapprobation of the rite 
wu unqualified In the Uom of ibe Iforquis Corn¬ 
wallis, Britiob officers, although prohibited from 
preventing the rite, were specUliy ordered on all 
occasions to withhold thedr consent to its performonoe 
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wb«Dcv«r iLtir toqaieaceiMs might b* isTit«<L T^j 
w«r« to ibow hy their attitude that althoo^ the 
BritUh Oovenuneot did oot intarfore (o stop the mori- 
floe, tbej regarded it with smpbaUe and irnequivoc*] 
dia^provaL The Marquis Wdlealoy, notwithstanding 
the diatarbed and hostile eondidoD of India in his 
titne, wiabed to take stops for its tammaryta^ipKmou 
without paning any measure of the logiilatare, but 
simply by treating every participator as an onhnary 
ofTendor. With this view bo submittod the queetion 
to the Nisimat Adllat, hot the judges did not fall 
in with his viewa, more however on the ground 
of expediency of abstraet right. Their view 
was that the abolition of aotf might be sflboted 
gradually and within a reasonable period, and they 
made suggeeiians with this objeeU While 

respoeting the rite ae a religious obeervanes, they 
propooed several enactments oaloulated to nmove the 
abases which had grown op around the original offloe. 
They would, for instanoe, have made it a penal oSenoe 
to drug an intending iat<, or to take any part in 
fordog an unwilling wonuui to (ho funeral pyre, and 
they no doubt anticipated the costom dying a natural 
death from the abeenoe of voluntary eelfimmolators. 
But tbdr enggestiona vrere not incorporated in any 
legislative meastuo, and encouraged by the inertneas 
of the British Oovemment, or by its inability to 
devise a remedy, the practice increased rather than 
diminished in the valley of the Oangea. 

But the tnereased prevalence of tbs practice stirred 
P 
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U>« exocutivA into notion, and one of tho Uat ttopa 
UkoD by Lord Uisto boforo bln dopnrtoro in 1815 wns 
to toeorponUo the vaggeniiona mode by the Nuimni 
Adiint eight yenn before into the form of droulnr 
iiHtructioiu to all the judioinl natboritiee- These 
ordered the British offiolnls to nbnadon their former 
ntUtodo indiffersnoe nod rigid nbetontion from 
intnrferenee. Instead of withholding their consent, 
their consoot wns nude easentinl to the performnnce 
of tho rito. loformntioa of on intoadod mti bnd 
to be given to Uio ncnreet msgistmte, or fruling n 
nugistmte, poliee offleer, nod it wne their first duty 
to nsoertw whether the widow went to her fnte of 
her own free will, or under nny form of ooupulsion. 
Other prccaations were tnken to ensnre Uut the not 
should be one nthar of folly than brotnlity. No 
widow was to be immolated who was less than sixteen 
or who bsppencd to be pr^snt; the use of drags 
was itriotly pndiibitod; and ths police wore always 
to be present at the aaorifiee, not merely to onaore 
order, but also to afford the victim the opportunity 
np to the very last of changing ber mind and saving 
her life. 

However well intentumed these initraotioni were, 
they proved in fact quite inadequate to attain thoir 
end. The praoUee of nti continued with uoabaUid 
vigoor, and the attendant abosaa, far from diaappoar* 
ing, were as rife as before they were issued. The 
police were often sympathetio to tho promotera 
of the saerifieo, and native ingenuity eaaily baffled 



OPINION OF UAttQUIS OF HASTINGS 8.^ 

inquiry u to oondition, and the ow of 
intozifianU. The nninber of aoMt ttMdilj UKraued 
after tbia ebange of poliey, and tlio Dumber of widowa 
immolated la a aingla year in tlie lower Provlnooa 
alvoe oometimea exceeded 8oo, while the average 
for the ten yoan prior to r8x6 did not fall below 
600. According to aome autboritiea the itlpuUtioD 
that the conaent of the Britiab reproeentative wna 
to the performaooe of tbo Mciifiee etrergUi- 
ened the bold that tho praettoo bod acquired on the 
Hindu mind, for the report woa ipreod by the prieete 
and eoally oeceptod by the popalooo that the Qovem* 
ment hod mode iteelf a party to the ceremony. Ac* 
cording to otbera the inonoaod numbor of oatiia woa 
only a inoUor of more accurate retuma owing to 
the polioo auparvieiOD, or perhaps the reault of a 
greater mortality during the years named. However 
that may be, the ioterfereooe (partial and one-aided 
Of it may be termed) of the exeeaUve brougfat to 
light the ^ that the proetiee of taU woa os 
extensive os report alleged, and that many bnndrods 
of innocent lives were sacrificed bmtally and wltboat 
cause every year. Tbot the attention of the Qovem- 
ment was directed to tbcee facts, and that the need of 
repreeeive measoree woe becoming evident at Calcutta 
before Lord William Berotinek onived in Indio, is 
clearly obowo by the importaDt exprcooion of opiiuon 
from the Marquis of Hastings quoted in the Minute 
already referred to. Ibe Marquis of Hostings wroto 
in reply to Lord William Bentinok's eoqulry;— 
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' Tha nbjMt wbioh foo with to duooM ia one which moit 
iatcrcat ooa'i ftoliBga taiMt daeplj, bat it it abo ooa of 
cxtniM ftioety when I nentlou that in ono of the )‘«an 
during aa/ a^iulolntioii of gotcrooMot ia Isdia abora 
ftoe widowi Mcrifloed tbamadTOi wHhia tbo FrariacM eoB* 
|kriaed in Uu PrvoideBcjr of Bcagal, to which numW 1 Tory 
much imiioet that Tory 01007 not ootidrd to tin nagirtnta 
■hodd bo added. I will bopo to haTO credit for boiiy aeatolp 
MDiiblo to nub an ontrago ogaiut bamanity. At the Hma 
time I wae aware Iww mnelt danger nuglit attend Iht en* 
dooToatii^ to lupiwMO foreibly a pnetko ao rooted hi the 
toligiouo belief of the uatlrcfc No vect of low oeeto an 
admitted into the ranki of the Bengal anny. Tborofore the 
whole of that bnnidahlo body auit bo regarded ao blindly 
prtiol to a enatom which tboy oouider oqoally nferribie 
to famOy faooonr and to peintB of futb. To attempt the 
exUnetwa of the horrid enpontition without being npported 
in the prooedura by a reel oonenmaoe on the pert of the 
army w^d be duti^y perilous. I have no eoraple to ley 
that I did baliere I eonld hare carried with bm t^ aeoent 
of the army towanb each an ofaieei That pereBoeion. 
howerer. aroae itom obvnmstaneea which gaoe nu peculiar 
iuflaeoee over (be Natire Tnopa.' 

Lord Hutinge expreesed is this letter wery clearly 
tbe prevoleoi dread that the noti eeriouo ol^tioo 
to the sapprceeion of eaff woe the diatorbisg offeet 
it might produce os Ute diseipline and oUegioaos of 
tbe Bengal natiTO army, at (he eame tiiDo that bo 
affirmed Ue own belief that be pemonolly ooold havo 
ioflueneed the eopoy so for as to induce him to remain 
paniTe while be eorried out this great reform. Uia 
euoceeeor, Lord Amheret, shared the same opinion, 
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while he he<l 00 oomfidenoe in hie hold upou 

the effeetioo of tho nativs tnwpe; end hie views were 
•Dinined up is the following peasego, teken froa » 
letter to the Coori:— 

' Nothing bnt AiijTrcbeaBion tS evile lidinilelj greeter then 
those eriiing fron the exiatenoe of the preetiee sboaU isdoee 
ee t« telerete it fisr e nngle dej/ 

Before Lord William BoDtioek arrived in India 
there had therefore been from the bigbeet Briliib 
aathoritioe in that eoontry eevetal expreesions of 
opinion that the pnetice of tcii waa an act of 
inhumanitjr, and that it ought to be aboliabed. At 
the aame tuno thoj oonfoaod that the danger of 
arouaing native diiLruet and koetility by an aet inter* 
fering with this religious euaton waa exceedingly 
great, and they shrank from tho expeiiment. 

They would not have beeitated to face the oppoeition 
if it were not coupled, as they feared H would be^ 
with the insubordination of the native army. The 
eSbct it would be likely to produeo on the Bengal 
troop* was the chief deterrent to pessing e noccesery 
reform in tho minds of Lord William Bentinek’e 
predeoeesors, who were ea sensible ee he was of the 
inhumanity of mU. 

Suoh was the position of the quosticm when Lord 
William Bentinok eaBomed the reina of offiee. The 
weight of oxporicnoo waa against etining op unneeea- 
eary agitation and danger by grappling with it. The 
instructions of tho Court of Directors, if they did not 
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fetter the Mtion of their delegate, at leui iBouleated 
the need of oaaUoo. The petMoal experieDce of Lord 
William Bentinek. aa be lomewhat bitterly rominde 
the loader of hit minute in connexion with tho 
Vellore mutiBy, wae oppoeod to any haaardoue Icgie- 
lation. Tbere wae no inonmbent doty for him to 
deal with the qneition at all. Ho might have paMod 
it on to hla euoeoeeor in the laao manner ae hie pro- 
dcccnors bad paMod it on to him. He might have 
accepted the dictum of the Marqiiie of Haatinge that 
it required great porwmal inflnoneewUh anda ocrtain 
aecendenoy oxer the native troopa to carry eooh a 
meanre nooemfully, and he could have tmthfolly 
dedared that bo did not poMem the influenoe of the 
oonqooror of the Itarithis and tbe pad fl ca t or of 
Central India. Or he mi^t have baaed hie refiual 
to act is tbe matter on Lord Amberst’a not unreeaon* 
able ' apprebenaioD of evik infinitely greater than 
tboae ariaiog from the exiateoce of the praotioc.' But 
he at once, and without hesitation, came to the eon- 
olueion that be could not remain indifierent to thia 
crime and abstain from action againat H without 
himielf bebg guilty of ‘ the erimo of multiplied 
murdor.’ 

Tbe vague apprebenaion of popular disoontent and 
oppoaition resolved itself, as has been aaid, into tbe 
very definite and precise fear that the Bengal army 
would revolt aa the direct oonsequonce of any measure 
paaaed for tbe abolition of auH. Tbe eseential pro* 
liminaiy to any aafe legielation wm to aseertain tbe 
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tnie feeling* of tb«t anny.uid it wm in thii dinetion 
th^t Lord Willinm Baotlnck first took oetioD by 
addrcMing * oonfidentio] letter to ' forty-nine offieen 
pointed out to me by tb* Soeretary to Oovemment 
in the HiUtary Department, m being from tbeir judg- 
iiteni and experioneo the beet enabled to appreciate 
the oflcot of the proposed meaaar* npon the native 
army.' The replies of those ofRoen were reomved 
with the fcdlowing results: five were opposed to all 
interference whatever with the practice, twelve wore 
favourable to abolition but averse to absolute and 
diieet prohibition under the authority of the Govern¬ 
ment, right supported abolition by tbe indlreet inter- 
ferenoe of magistrates and other publlo offioen, while 
the romriolng twenty-four advocated the total, imme¬ 
diate, and publie supprceeion of the praetioe. Bat 
tbe meet important and onanimoas portion of tbe 
evidence fumiched from tbeae speoielly qualified 
witaeesee waa that affirming that the sepoy was far 
leas interwted than bad been supposed in tbe praetioe 
of mti. The best information went to prove that 
it waa almost unknown in tbe ranks of the Bengal 
army, and any interest the sepoy felt in the 
matter must be indlreet and probably remote. The 
chief peril attendant on the abolition of soM was 
dispelled when it becams realised that it would not 
affect the favoured sepoy of the Bengal army in any 
of his praetices or privilegoe. It is true that there 
was the more remote and contingent danger of irri¬ 
tating the high caste race from which that amy was 
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reen)it«d; but thU night reuoutbly be hoped to 
dUeppour by other neene ead by the oetui'ui effluxion 
of tine. Tbe nein otgeetion to logisletdvo eetioD, the 
riek upon which the Marquii of HetUogt end othen 
hed leid sneh etnaa, wea thus found to be not i4>pH' 
cable in feet, and nther e fignent of tbe inagination 
than a eubitaDtial reality. 

Of the danger fron any ebullition of popular 
antipathy in the Lowor Provinoea, whero the practioo 
of eoti waa luoat in voguo> Lord William Bentinck 
thought and wrote with ooeurate knowledge and 
proper aoom. 

The people who were the chief upholder! aoti 
were unwaxlike and aoeuatomed to cubmit without 
oppoeition to author)^. Even bad the abolition of 
eat< been an ui^juat and unneoettaary act, it would 
not have provoked any rebeUioua epirit anong the 
raoee moat devoted to the practice. But it waa by 
the edmlttion of every one an act called for in tbe 
intereata of liumanity, and only aet on one aide tem¬ 
porarily by reaponaiblc atateunen becauac of the 
parila it might entail to tbe Britiab Oovenment in 
India. The preliminary inveatigatioo act on foot by 
Lord William Bentinck ahowed that thoae perila 
bad either been xnuoh exaggerated or were totally 
non-cxiatent, and with the proof of their unreality 
diaappeared tbe laat objection to tbe required 
reform. 

While the oommiaaion of offieerH referred to were 
diligently ooUeeting information aa to tbe opinion and 




THE OPINION OF THE JUDGES 89 

faeliDg pnv»l«nt in tho nnkB of the nUiTo nrajr, and 
recording their ndriee individually m to the node of 
dealing with the praotiee, tho handi of Lord Willuin 
Bentinok wore noeb itrongthened by the eupport of 
the Niz&nut Adilat, the Jndgee of wbkb Conti were 
won aware of the aMlesesem of the tentative meeauree 
taken to zeinove eome of the moet objectionable and 
ropulfive featuree of mti In 1838, before the 
military offioen bad begun tbeJr work, the Beport of 
the Nixdmat Addlat placed on record the etrong 
oxpreaaioo of the opinion of four cat of ita five 
Judges that the unmedtate abolition of tho praetiee of 
solf wiB desirablo, and that in their opinion it might 
be aocompliahed with safety. Twelve months later 
the fifth Judge came to tho ume coucliiiion, and the 
Report of the Court for 1839 was uoanimooi to tbu 
L'fiect that aaU ooold and should be permanently 
abolished. 

The eiprea^oo of eueh a strong and emphatic opinion 
in favour of tho reform from the highoet judieiai 
tribunal in the land oould not be ignored, and came 
ae a weleone support to a Oovemor-Oeneral was 
moot anxious to settle tho qoeetion in accordance 
with the dictates of humanity, if also in haimony 
witb the requiremento of safe government. Nor did 
the Judges stand alone in their expreseion of eonfl* 
denoe as to the safety with wbieh the abolition might 
be effected. What they said was folly home ont by 
the most experienecd police authoritiea. The Super¬ 
intendents of PoUee in both the Upper and Lower 
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Pi-DTinoea atotAd in tbo atrong^ (anna tbcir oplnloo 
tbal (tw Biippnaaio& of might b« ordarad without 
tba leaii danger. Lord William Beotinok aeaarta 
that nina-tan^ of the pnblle fuootiooariea ia the 
intorior were io favoor of aboUtioa. When theae 
(•piniooa were added to thoea recorded by the forty* 
niaa offieera to whom the Ooveraor-Oencral wrote, 
there roaolted a general agreemoot on the part of the 
pttieooa beat qualifiod to apeak that the abolition 
of «at< waa deairablo on every ground, and that it 
might be ao enacted without tbo riik of any popular 
diaturbanoe or military diaoontcnt. It enabled Lord 
William Bentinek to axpren the hope to bia Council 
that ‘they will partake in the perfect oonfidencc 
which it baa given me of the expedienoy and safety of 
the abolition.' 

Tbe diacuasicm of the matter in Coonoil did not take 
long, and one month after Lord William Bentinek'a 
Minute there appeered in the Calcutta Govemiuent 
Qaaetto of Dooember 7,1839, the RegulaUon, known 
ae Na XVII, and dated December 4,1839,' declaring 
the praoUoo of eotf, or of burning or burying alive 
the widows of Hindus, illegal and punishable by tbe 
Criminal Conris.' The Regulation went on to state 
that tbe praelioo of aat< is ' revolting to the feelings 
of human nature,’ and ' nowhere enjoined by the 
nligion of the people as an imperative duty.’ It 
then summarises the previous efforte to deal with tbe 
evil, all of which had been barren of reeult, until at 
last tbe Qovenunent had been foreed to oome to the 
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eonduiioD Uui then wu no x«mody left‘without 
ftboliehing the pnetioft ftltogetbor.' Thii eonne wm 
denumded by the ‘ ponunoaot dioUte* of jwtioe and 
bananity.* 

Having deereed the abolition of eoti, the praeUoe 
of that rite wu made a eriine of culpable bomkido, 
puniahaUe with fine or impnabnment, or with both. 
The Court wa« not to bo pr^udod from paasing even 
a sentaaeo of death, and, buUy. aU penona ware called 
upon under heavy ponalttee to give tb« authoritiee 
iiumedtMA information of any eaaea ooming within 
their knowledge. Tbe Regulation tefemd in the 
farei place to the PreKideney of Bengal akme, bat in 
1830 it was extended in different forme, rwidcrod 
neoeeaary by local reqairemeata, to Madras and 
Bombay. 

Tba iccuH of the abolition of Mi< fully bon out 
tbe prediotione made aa to the degree of safety with 
wbieh it could be accompUahed. No public disorder 
followed the enactment. If there was any dieeatia- 
faction it was carefully euppreeaed. Tbe few dU- 
turban cee caused by excited Bengalis were too 
insigmficant to attract comment, and the only senout 
incident happened some years afterwards in a state 
in Central India, when on tbe death of the RijA 
five of his wives were fordbly burned. If the Ben* 
galls did not attempt anything so foreign to their 
nature as violent reaistanoe, they endeavoured to 
fight the matter in the Courts, and a test case was 
submitted by them to tbs Privy Coundl in I-ondon, 
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PatitioM to the Kiag were drawu op, deelaiing thei 
the eboUUoa of tati wen an infraetlon of the rigbU 
of the people! of India, which we had bound otmelvca 
to reapect But tbe weight of theee waa weakened by 
eonnter-petitiona signod by eminent leaden of native 
opinion like Dwankanath Tagore and Rammohuti 
Roy, deolai-ing that the naolution of Oovomment woh 
in haraony with their opinion and with the beat 
intarprctation of tbe Hindu rdigion. 

When the cave carao before the Privy Counail it 
waa regarded and eonaidored purely in iU judicial 
aapeet. The rival repreaentativoa of Hindu opinion 
neutralieed eaoh other, and althoogh a feeling of 
roluetanee to interfere in any shape or form with 
what might be oonaldered a religtoua rite was vory 
prevalent, the dedaion arrived at waa baaed on 
1^^ eiguments alone. Hm eese wae fully argued in 
June, and after oareful eonslderation of the 

argumenta advaneed on both aidea, tbo petition of 
the Hindu appellanta was diamissed. and the aot of 
tbe Ooveminent of India rccoivod a formal Ugal 
ratification. With r^;ard to this ease, Mr. Ozeville', 
who was Clerk of the Council, deelaree that ‘the 
Court were half-hearted in the matter, but praetieally 
nnarumona in thinking that the Qovernor-Oeneial's 
orders ooold not be eet aside.’ 

Before the paaaiirg of the measure abolishing sati, 
tbs only a*itjeiam that waa heard wae baaed on tbe 
perils attendant npon aoch a stepi But aAar it had 
' OrtvilU Kwnatn, reL U. pp. 314-5, 
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bc«o tafoly tekea, tb« tctuieney became to uinusite 
tbe importance of ibe meMoro and to duparage the 
fortitade and foreiight which enaured iU aaeoen. 
Expreaaion ia given to thU feeling by Ur. Shore, who 
playa the part of candid friend to Lord William 
Bentinck in regard to several matters, and who 
eeeks to diminish the valae of tfao Regulation 
abolishing soti. He wrote in bis ‘ Notes on Indian 
Aflaira'i— 

‘ R^ardiug Uie tali qoeeticai. Lord William Beetlnek did 
not go fw enoagh. In addilioo to abolishiug that horrible 
rite be eboeld have eaeoled eitne rules to provide for lbs 
mainlcaaoce of widows.’ 

But we may vouture to sssert that no one who 
takes a practied view of the passing of great reforms 
will endorse t-hs# critioiam. Although Xx»rd William 
Bentinck took every possible step to obtain before* 
hand the beet information at to how bis measure 
would be received by (he Hindus, and although the 
result realiaed bis expectations, it most be remem* 
bered (hat there was a poMbdlity of the ooneequeocee 
proving very different, and it would have been a 
mark of incompetence as a etateeman for Lord William 
Bentinck to have added unnece ssari ly to the risk of 
the snoccas of his great reform by ioustiug that not 
only should the lives of widows bo spared, but that 
they should be provided for at the expense of the 
family. AH measures of reform must bo progreeaive, 
and no aiogle legislative act was ever sufBmeotly 
coin{Hebonatve to include all the points that might 
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kriM andcr it. lo tJie matter of aoti I«rd Wjniam 
Bontinck aimed at ‘ truhing out a fool atain upon 
Briiiah rale,’ aod in tbie objeet he waa ooispletolj 
•ueceeaful. 

The qooting of Lord William BooUnok'e own 
words on this matter raggeete a few oonelnding 
remarks on the principles naderlying our poliej in 
India, which have as much foroe to-day as they ba<l 
sixty yean ago, when Indian reform was first taken 
seriooily in hand by the abolition of suti. Non* 
interference with the piaotieo of the natives was die 
first arttele of faith with the East India Company, 
which, i^ile admitting in their fullest extent the 
■arvteee it rendered to the State, was, after all, a 
commercial body in ite cssenoe. And it may be fteely 
admitted that the determination to show all possible 
respect and eoosidoration to the praetiees and prcon- 
dioee of the Indian population wae, and still la, sound 
policy. But, after all, there is another aide of the 
qoeatioD. It may be difficult to draw up on paper 
the limits of toleration, and to declare beforehand tho 
points at which active intervention should oommeneo. 
But piactioal administrators should never have any 
diffieolty in deciding when a Hindu practioe must be 
considered a fool stain on British rale. It is un¬ 
justifiable from every point of view except religious 
bigotry, and impolitie in the extreme, to take steps 
wbieb point to onr desire to convert the Hindus and 
other Indian ereeda to Cbrietianity. Tbeir religion 
ihoold be as saci'cd in the eyes of those who govern 
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them u it b in thoir own. Whon ve rtfnM to re- 
eognbo tbb truth, and aot in oontnvaaUon of it, 
we flbaU have gone lar to the loaa of oor Indian 
Enjiire. 

Bot reepoot and proteetion for the apeeial religion 
of the Hindue cannot and moat not allow os to be 
blind to aota which are in oontraTontion of all religion, 
and oppoeed to the moet clearly eatablbbod riglxta of 
humanity. No religion oan joatify tho aaerifioe of 
innocent persona. A civilised Oovenunent u bound 
to proteet them, or to loee ite roputaiioo. It waa for 
that reason that, oven if the Hindus had made the 
abolition of tati an exouee of revdt, we were bound 
to intervene for the protection of widows, gnUUees of 
all oSence, and led too often to an unwelcome as well 
aa a oruel bier. The earns eoanderalione that drove 
Lord Willhun Bontinek to action in 1819 have driven 
hb Bueoaesor, Lord Lansdowae, to pass a measaie 
against the act of cruelty inseparable from child 
meniagee. 

The enlightened and edueatod Hindu must realise 
that the legislation diroctod against special aota of 
what can only bo eonaidered human cruelty, arising 
from ignorance eaneiiooed by long usage, docs not 
iqjoro bb roUg^ in the least. With the doctrine 
and the purely religions ceremonioe of Hinduism, the 
Qovemment of India has no more inclination or 
intention to meddb than it baa with the creeds of 
the Muhammadans and the Fhisb. Bui a solemn and 
imperative duty resb upon us to put an end to ci-ucl 
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and braUlUiog ula wherever eominitted nnder oar 
jurudiction, eod for these we ciuinot ellow either 
religion or long ttuge to be to exeiuw or n mfo- 
guord. 


MiMun IT Lotn Wiluam Borrurcc, 
NoTUfiKR Sm, 1839. 

Whether the «|iiei 4 ioR lie lo eontinoe or to diseoBtinoe tite 
lee^M of eetf, tJie deciaion k eqoftnjr nurouMlctl b]r eu 
•wftj reiponalnUtjr. To eoneoBt to the eouignmeot jwr 
efler year ef huidrede of iaiwceut viotina to » oroel ud 
ootimeljr eod when tiie power exiits of |trerectJag it tt • 
predioMDul whieh no eonedeuoe eon contomplAU withont 
botTOT. Bot, on the other haiM?, if heretofore reoeiTcd 
opinion! ere to bo oonsMiered of my vehM, to pot to heard 
\>r » eontrery eoorw the very eefcty of the British 
Empire in Indio, eud to extingnieh »t ooee oU hopa of 
tboM fcieot usproreaenle—offeetiug the ooadition not ef 
hundrtdi oad thouucb bat of miUiooe—which oui only hr 
exprcteil tnwn the eonUnnuMO of onr supremeey, ia 00 sU*r> 
Itotive whkh even in the light of Immenity italf aioy be 
conittdered u o itiJI grantor evil. It ia vpon thia first and 
highest eonaidmtwa thne, tlw good of aonhiiad, that the 
lolenneo of this inhumsB snd nB|iaona lito con ia ny opinion 
bo juotified on the {lort of the OoromBoot of 0 etviUaed 
Moti«. Whilo the Mletioai of thie qneitioa ie ^pelliug 
from the nnporoUeled nugnttudo of Ue poaible raoila^ tbo 
couaidorstionf beloofing to it on such u to noko erea the 

stoatOBt DioddutnatitedwttuiB. On the one eido, Beligioa. 

Uanuni^, ondtr the meet oppelling fonn, u well m vuity 
ood oBbition^io abort, oil Um meet poworfiil infiatnooe 
eror Um huon lMori->are omyed to biu nod aialaod tho 
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judgmauL On tho olbar dda. (!)• nncUoii of oonotlea afta, 
tbo ezamplo of all tb« Uuaalroan eoDtnoron, tho uaninoof 
ooDonmnoo is the aaaio polio}^ of onr ovn moot aUa rulm, 
logrthoT with the oniroml voaentioo of tho pfoplo, atom 
uthoriUtivfIr to brUd, both to (Mliiig aod to maon, 007 
iatarfareiKia ia the oxerciao of tbair natural prarogatiTa. 
la Tonturing to ba the fint to deriala fsom thla pnetiea it 
bceomea me to ibov that uoUiuig baa baati jitldad to feoHug, 
bat that ttaaon, and rtaaon alone, liaa gormied tho deeiacai. 

80 fat indeed from praaambig to condemn tho oonduct of 
mj pradecoaaoca, I an itadjr to my that in the aana drenn- 
■tancM I ahoold have aeUd oa they btre dona. Bo for fteoi 
Kwng ehargaahle with political raihneaa, aa thle dattartnro 
from aa ottaUiaiied policy might infer, I hope toba able m 
eocnpletely to prora tho mfety of Uia neaaaroa at aren to 
rwdrr uunaooamry ouy calculation of the degraa of riik 
aihich for the attaiumoat of no great a benelil might wiaaly 
and Jaetly be iaourred. Bo for aleo from baiiig tbe eolo 
champion of a great and daogcroua innoratioa, I ahall bo 
ahlo to prote tint tho vaat prapondenm of premat 
antbority haa long been in faroor of abolition. or- 
perleoca indeed oaght to prevaut mo, abort all mm, from 
ooming lightly to 10 pooitire a conclcisicB. Whan Ooremor 
of Vadsme I mw in Um mutiny of VoUoro the draodfnl eon- 
•equuMoa of a aui<poaed riolalioa of religiota omtoma upon 
the minda of the catire population aod aoldirry. I eaniut 
forgot that I waa than ilia ionocent riotla of that onfor* 
tunata eataitropha; and I might roaaonably draad, wliau the 
naposaiUIUty would juetly atlaeh to mo ia the eront of 
foiloro, a I'oc u rr oa mo of tho aama foto. Prudence and eelf- 
iutareal would eounml me to tread in the footitepe of ny 
predecemnn But in a oaae of nob merocutoui importooae 
to humanity and ciril iaatioa. that man muat ba reoklm of all 
hie preaant or fotnre hapjttiMm who could llitu to the 
diotatee of to wicked and eelRib a policy. With Uw Ann 

n 
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uidonbtiiig MoWctioo utcrUiued opoD tliii I 

■ h ocJt l b« guilt}’ «f IHUo ibort of Um erime of nmllipliad 
nrardor if I eoulii betitote lu Um por&rawaoo of thii iQlainn 
ohligation. I horo bom olreody ttiuy with ihii ftoUiig. 
Evcty (U/b d*l«y oiUt • vietis to the dnodful Uil, whieh 
night pirhi 4 M ^re bran prarantoti by o more rarij kI>- 
nimioo of th« pnout <|iimtioii. Dot during tbo iriiolo of 
the preoent ywr much public agitotioa bra bran eioitad, oad 
when diiootitent ia obr^, when exaggerMioiw of &I1 HtwU 
uu buily dreoktod, ood wbou the netivo ermy tura boco 
ender • degree of eluno lort their eUewuaoM etMold eufler 
with thet of Uieir Europeeu oAcatre, it would boro 
ubwIm to bare giren a baudlo to artful and draiguiug 
enetBiee to diatnrb the public peace. Hie recent nuanrae 
of OoTonuacDt for protecting the intercota of the Sepoya 
maioei the late redoction of eempatiiao will hare rotaered 
all appge henei o n of the iatentiona of GorenuDiCBt; and the 
ootdderaUoD of thie cimiinitaace baring boon tbe aob 
eouae of beaitatioo os my part, I vrill now piooeod, praying 
ibe Ucensg of Ood upon our eonnaeli, to atete tbe gnmnde 
upon which my opiaMB hea been fonaed. 

We bare new before oe two reporte of tbe Niaboat 
Adilat, with atetemeate of mUt in iSe; and i8a8, ex¬ 
hibiting a deeraaM of 54 ia the latter year aa compared 
with 1817, and a etill greater pro p or t ion aa compared witli 
former yeara. If thii diminutiou m W be aaeribed to aay 
ditnge of opinion upon the qneation pndneed by tbe pro- 
greae of education or ciriliaation tho fut woold bo moot 
m rief a ct o r y, and to diatarb llue auiu thougli alow prooem of 
aalf-ootreetioo would be moat impobtio and unwue. But 1 
think it may be aafaly affirmed tlut though in Calcutta 
tnith may bo aaid to bare made a conaiderable adranee 
aoiong the higher oidcra; yet in reepaet to tJie popolatiou 
ca large no change whateror bae taken place, and that from 
theae cauaea at laoct 110 bopa of tba abandonment of tba rile 
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MB bo nlionoll/ ODtoHoinod. Tho docrciM, if H bo ml, 
luf be Um rcoolt of lew liclilj ecneope, m tb« ioerewe in 
1824 ud 1615 wu of tlM fTMter ptwT»l«Bce of cbdenu 
Bat H ia probeU/ lo ■ greater meaeura dae to the nere 
opes dkeoDjtegement of the pnotiee givui by the greater 
pert of the Eoropeen ftmeliooeiiee in letter jnon, the effeot 
of vbicli vonld be to prodoee oormponding eeliritjr in the 
polka oSeete, by wliiob eltber the oumber would be really 
dininiabed or woeld be made to appear 00 in Uie retonia. 

It laami to be the very general opiiuon tbet onr uit4as 
fsrenee baa bitberto dona more barm Umo good by loading a 
aert of aanct*«i to tba eeremouy, whiia it bea ondoafatedly 
tended to cripple the cffortt of magiatrata and etbera to 
proTant the praetica. 

1 think H win elcetiy appear from a pemial of the deoa- 
iMDta a»in*««d to Uili Uinutc, and from tho facta which I 
■tiall beva to addoee, that tba iMtaaire aobmiamoo of the 
people to the infloenoe and power beyond the law—whioh in 
fact and pnetiMlJy may be and ie often cxerclaed aritbovt 
oppomtion by every pablie ofRoir—ia ao gmt that the anp- 
preanoo of tba rite woald be oompletely effeeUd by a tacit 
aanetlon alone on tlie part vS Qoromment Thii node of 
eKtingniifaing it has bw retomnandad by many of thoee 
wboee advice Lm been asked; and so doobt this in sevaral 
raspeeta ought be a prafanblo oooree, aa being eqaally •fbo> 
tnal while nure silent, not ezeiting tbe alarm which might 
pocaibly eomo from a puhlie eaaeUaent, and from which in 
MOO of fuluro H would be easy to retreat with lew ineoo- 
venieace and witbont any eompromiw of ehancter. Bat 
thia eonm is clearly not open to Oownunent, bound by 
Farliament to rule by law and not by their good pleaaue. 
Under tbe praeeot poeition of the Empire, OMreoTer, 

it may bo fairly doubted if any aoeh nsdcriwnd proocediag 
would be really good policy. MCben we had pownfel neigli’ 
boon and had greater rcaaoo to doubt our own aacnnty, 

o a 
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•xpadincjr mtglit ivconownd u indinet uul more oMtiotu 
proMcdiag, bat dov tliat wt on n{ir«ae opiaioa it 
decidedJy in favour of on opeo, avowed, and ^netml |troliU' 
tun, Rating altogether vpea the Deni goodooM of tbe aet 
and oar power to enforea it; and oo decided it 07 feeUng 
ogainal anj half noaaure that were I not oonvineed of (he 
wtS/A'j tS total aholitioo 1 eortoial^ ihoold hare adrieed the 
eeoiatiefl of all inUrferaoee. 

Of all thooe who hare givoo their odrioe againat the 
abolition of tbo rito, and hare deaeribed the ill rffeeta likal/ 
to cnoue from it, Ibors ia bo one to whoon I am diapooad to 
paj greater deforeuce than Mr. Horaeo Wilaon. I purpoaalx 
ael^ hia opinion beeasm^ ind o poiidcaiUy of hie vaat know¬ 
ledge of Oriental Utentiue, H hoi tallon te hia lot, M oeert- 
tary to the Hindu GoUega^ and poDeaaing tho getwral catoem 
both of tho pareota and of the youtha, to karo tnoro eeo- 
fidential intorooune with natiTea of all clawaa than any man 
in Indio. WbUa hia opportwufy of obtaining inforaation 
has been great bayond all others, hit tolants and jndgnent 
enable him to ibm a Jut oatiffioto of Ita ralae. lehoUatata 
tba moat ferablo of his rcoaouet and bow fiir I do and do not 
Bgra with him. 

tat. Nr. Wilaon conmdan H to be a dougmus evaaioB of 
tba real diAcnlUco to attempt te prove that eorta on not 
•—entially a part of tba Bi^a religion.' I entirely agree 
in thia opioiou. Tho queatioo is not what tho rita la but 
what H io soppooed to ba, and I have no doubt that (he 
ooBseieetiou belief of every eidor of Uiodaa, with few eaeep- 
tiou, ngsid It BO iacred. 

and. Mr, Wilma thinks that iho attempt to put down tho 
praetiu will inspire extanaive diaaodafaetion. 1 agree also 
in tbisopinioa. He tbinka that laeeem will only be partial, 
which I doubt. He dote not ioogino that tbe proaolgotod 
pr^kilntien will lead to any oiid overt act of 

ipaubcirdiiution. but (hat ofllnya oud mudi agitation of tho 
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pohlifl qaiad mtut «d>d». Bat ba ooaoeivaa tliat if me* tbaj 
aa^Mot tb&t it it Ut« intcalion of Uia Brititb OorviuiMOt to 
ihti hitberto iariolata priacipU of silowini the aoot 
coapUtc toination in natUn it raligioo tliat Umm will wiM 
in tha aunda of all ao docp a diitmat of oar nlUrior daaigaa 
ibat thajr will ao loagtr ba itacUUa to aaj amagooK&t 
mtaudod for tlieir iniproTemaiil, and t]»t (ba priaeipla of a 
perar moralitjr, oa wdl aa of a aora virtMua and axahad 
nda of nctioii, itow aetirelj ioookatad by Eoropaau adoealioa 
and kuowlodfc, wiO recoivo a iaUl obo^ I nut aoksov- 
ladgo tbat a wmilT opinion aa to tbo probabla axti t a t io n of 
a ^ep diatruat of oor futoro intaatioM waa me a tMaad to no 
in oonrcnaUon by tbat euli^btaind nativo, Bam Mobnu 
Boy, a warm adrocate for tba abolition of aa 4 and of all 
other anpontitioyt and ooiraptioBO angntflad on tbo Hiadn 
religion, which bo eonaklon oHgiually to haro btan a poro 
Deiaa. It waa hia opinion that tba piaetioa mi^ht be aup> 
pnaaod qnioUy and unoheorvedly ly iaortaatu^ the diffi- 
cnltioa and by the indirect ageuey of tbo police. Ho 
banded that any pnblio enaetsmt wonhl give riao to gouaral 
approbeaaioD, that tbo naacniag woold bo, 'While tbo 
Eagliah wore eonUndinf for power they deonod it politic to 
allow onivwnal (olaratioa and to reopoct our nligioa, but 
hariaf obtained the aupremacy their fint eot ie a violation 
of tlw prolieaauia, end the next w 31 prabebly bo, like tbo 
Mubemmadaa ottujoorora, to foiu upon u their own roligios.' 

Admitting, aa I id alwaya dupoaed to do, that Timeb troth 
m oontaiuod in (heaa reiaarka, bot sot at all aaenting to the 
oonelniiona which, though not deaoribod, bear the moot nnfo' 
Tourabla impo(rt, I abell bow inquire into the evil esd the 
oxteat of danger which may practically rcoolt from tine 
aeaaua. 

It rnnat bo ftrtt oboorred that of the 463 aofb oeearriog 
is the wbolo of the Prealdesey of Fort William, 4*0 took 
phoo in Boogal, Debar, and Oriiaa, or wbat ia termed tbo 
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Lcwvr Pmiiwn, nnd of (bea* latter 167 tn Um OakatU 
Diviaioa alone. 

It miflil bo varj' difficult to aialca a atrangar to India 
andaivtaBiii, raacli la* brtMre, that ia a popalatlon of ao 
nanj Killioos of poo|»fe u IIm ChlonUa Diviaioo tDoIadaa, 
and tlia laiM nay bo laid of all tha Lover ProviMaa, ao great 
ia the vaut of ooomga aod of Tigoor of diaractar, and anoli 
iba kabitual labiniaaioB of ofutariaa, that inaurrootioa or 
hoatilo oppoailioo to tlia will of tha inliag powar nay be 
afflnaad to ba an im|>onibIa danger. I iprak of the po|m]a< 
tk a taken aaporatrly front tba army, and I may add for tha 
UifonBatioB of tba alranger, and alao in Mii>pori of tny 
asaartios, that few of tba tuttirea of the Lower Provlneca nr« 
to ba fotind in oar military imnkt. I therefore at onee deny 
tha danger m Mo in rafeienee to thla part of oar tenitoriaa, 
wbate tba praotiea principally obtaioa. 

If, boworar, aecnrity waa winlLig againat extonsva popelar 
tumult or revolatioo, 1 ahouM any that the Fermaaoot Battle* 
tnent, whiob, tbongh a failon in many otbor reqteota and in 
ita moat important owcntialt, baa Uda great advantogo at 
leaat, of baring creetod a vaat body of rick landad proprieton 
daaply inUraated in Ibt ooBtinaaoee of tbo BritiabDomiman 
and Laring eomplaie ooBimnod oror tbo naai of tbe peqda; 
aud iu napoot to tba apptabenaiou of ulterior riawa, I cenDOt 
balUra tb^ it ooold but fbr Iba nemoni Tba tama 
larga propriatary body, eennaeted for tba moat part with 
Oalootta, oan hava no laan of tba kind, and tbroogb tbair 
interpratation of oar intontiona and tliat of tbair nonwrona 
dapasdanla and agrnt% tba pobUe mind could not long 
remain b a atate of dooaption. 

Wera tba aeeLe of tlui and deatiaclioa of buman Ufa laid 
b tba Uppar iuatead of tba Lower Frovineca, in tba uidat of 
a bold a^ nniily paopla, I migbt epaak wiUi loaa ootifidanoa 
opoo tba qaeatioD of aaftty. In Ibeaa Prorincaa tba aotia 
amount to ferfy-tlme only upon a popolalioa of nearly twanty 
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oiUioM. It eosnot be expceted that any ganaral fcaling, 
where of any kind li M anosual, could b* axcttod 

in defence of a riU in wbiidt ea few parUcipaU, a rite ako 
BOtorioualy too often eubeerriojit (0 view* of penosal 
btereet on Uie {Hurt of the other inemhen of the Cuaily. 

It ii itatod by Ur. WUwn that iDlerrerenca with iniaati- 
eido and Ute capital puniehmeot of BnUimaue offer a blkeiocu 
■na l'‘p fly with tlie probiUtun now prtpooed. ^e ^etioetioB 
k not porccptibla to nay Jodgment. Tbo fcnoer practice, 
thoogh eooffnod to partieolar familice, M probably viewed u 
areligioof ooetom; and ae far the latter, the oeceoBty of the 
anactnient provee the general oxiiteuce of tbii exoeptioo. and 
it ia lapaaiiblo to oonerire a man direct and open riolation 
of tbeir Shoitera, or one nore at variance with the general 
feeliugi of the Hindu popnlaUon. To thia day in ill 
Hindu ctatM the life of a Bnihawa ia, I betiev^ etill held 
Bored. 

But I have talcen op too mnoh time in giving ay own 
opsiou when tboee of the graatcat expetioooe and blgheat 
autborify are upon our reoordi. In tba report of the 
Niaimat Adilat for iSifl. four out of five of the Jodgee 
(Mocnisesded to the Oovenjor^Jeoenl in Council the im^ 
diata a bol itt^ n of the praetioa^ and atteat it* lafety. The fifth 
Judge, though not oppooed to the crpiuioue of the zaat of the 
Bench, did not feel then prepared to give hie entire aeoeat 
In tha report of Uiie year the acaaure hai coma op with ^ 
uonimotu recoeamendotion of the Court. Tiie two Snperin* 
UadenU of Potioe fer the Upper and Lower Provinooi (Mr. 
Walter Ewer and Ur. Cfaarleo BarwaU) liave in the itroageel 
lerma •» p « !w ed their opinion that the auppreiaiou might be 
effeetod without the loaet danger. Tbo former officer hae 
urged the neafare upon the etteeitio ei of Ooverament in the 
moat fefriblo manner. Ko dooonenta exirl to ibow the 
opinion! of tba public fungtionariec in the interior, but I am 
informed that nioe-tentbe are in fevoor of tha abolition. 
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H©w, •g*u>, «« tb** opbiCM iopporUd by pi»oti«l 

•XfNlitBMt 

Within th« UmSto of Uh Sopmo* Coart nt Cnleattn not 
n «K hu ptaoi iIbm tbo tiiM of Sir John An* 

rtmtber. 

In th* DdU territoiy Sir duulw Uotoolfe neror ptnaiUml 
• Mi to bo poffonucd. 

In JaMoni mo of Uw diotricta of tho Gnlenltn DivUton, 
in 1814 tbm war* $0 aa^/ in 1815, t6 j in i8>6, 3; iu 
1817 in i8t8 tiioro wtn non*. To no oUmr cmwo e» 
tbu bo owgiieil than to n powor boyood tlte Uw oxoniood 
by tho niogiitroto, ognliut wbiofa, bowovor, no publie 

remoaotruco WM taiul& Mr. IHgoo boa boon oinoe op* 
potetod to Cnttnek, oud bu pnrotwd tbo aomo otro^ 
loUrfannco u iu Jofooro, bat bis eonne, altiMrm'b mud 
Imubaim, wm properly vrosted, u being illognl, by tbo Oom- 
nuMtoiiefB. Thoo^ tbeeoseof Jeniore io,i)eri>«])o,oii4 of the 
ctrongiii ozv&plM of effiesetoni and nnoppoeed ialerpaiitiaD, 
I noUy believe that tboe an few £>utri«ta in wbieb tbs 
f«m afbitnzy power is not exaroiaod to prertot the pnetioe. 
In the last orork in the report of the Anting Oonnaiaaiooer 
(Mr. &uth) bo aUtea that in Ohixipor in the Uat ynr 
•ixteon, and in the joeoading year nren, aoifa hod been 
prevented by tba ponnaaiona, or, rather, it aboold bo eaid, by 
the Uinata^ of tbe Folioe. 

lauanmablo oaoM of tbe eaiae kind night be obtained 
fron tbo pnblic recorda 

It U aloted in tin letter of tbe ODlIoctor of Oayi (Mr. 
TrvttorX but apoo what antbority I bare oenitted to inqairo, 
that tbo Fcabwi (I prenmo be meani the ex-l'eebwi 
lUo) woold not allow tbe rite to be peribnnod, asd that in 
Tatijoce it b equally interdicted. 'Ibon iacte, if true, would 
bo poeilire pr^ at leaat that no unaiiimity exuta among 
the Bindoe opon tbo point of xuligiou obtigaUon. 

Haviiy made inqnirm, also, hew far eetii are penoittod 
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in tlw Europciui f«rcign HttlvMota, I find fram Dr. Caray 
that at CUnooroh ao meh Mcrifleei bod ov«r been permitted 
br Uie Dateh Gorenunent. That wUUa the liaito ef 
Chaadamogar itaiU they were also preveated, but allowed 
to be peribrmod la the Britieb temtoriee. The Donieb 
OoTeraneat of Soroiapar boi net fbrluddea the rite, ia 
ccnferimtjr to the exonple of tbe Britieb GoTorameBi. 

It ie a Ywy Important feel tlet, though rejiMeeatata^ 
have boon made bj the dieoppointed party to topenor 
Mtbori^, it deee aot appear that a aingle iiietaaee of dizeot 
oppoeition to the exocation of tbe prohibitory orders of our 
eisil foaetioimriee boe erer ooeured. How, thea, coa it be 
rweoaoUy feared that to tha Gorcnimeat iteolf, ften whom 
all oathority ia derised, oud wbcae power ia oow oniTareally 
ooniddcrcd to be irreaietiUc, eaythlug beeriug tbe aemblaDee 
of reeietoiioe oea be numifeeted 1 Hr. Wilsoa alee ie of 
q pj pjAH that DO iioioeiliata orort eot of iaenbordiuet ifla would 
follow tbe pgbUcfttion of the edieb Tbe Regulatioo of 
Gorenuscat aiay be orodad, tbe Polioe laoy be eorrupted, 
but eren here thie prioo paid me hoab raoDoy will operate ee 
a paaolty, tndirscUy forwarding tbe objeet ^ GoTermnoat. 

I Toatare, Uwa, to Ibialc it ooopleUly proTod that fnm tbo 
Nattve populeiien nothing of oxUneire eomlunatkm, or eren 
of partial oppoeilkn, may be expected fboni the abobtioa. 

It iit boTCTcr, e Tory different and much more inportaoi 
qneatioB boar for the feolinge of tbe Hotive army night take 
ohras, how for the rite may be in geueral obeemaee by 
them, oud wbetber, oe ta the eoee of Vellore, deeigning 
]Mnoae might not melee nee of the dreametoMee eitber for 
the purpoee of iwnaediato reroH or of eowing tbe leode of 
poramnoat dieofTcelMB. Beflecting upon the Tort dl^iropcr- 
tioe of aumbon botweea oar Notire and European treope, it 
WM obrioue that there mi^t bo, ia oay geueral ooahiuativn 
of the foreee, tbe greoteot doi^ar to the Suto, oud it beoeaie 
Baceaeoiy, tlwiefbre, to uee oreiy precaution to oacertoia the 
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impwwton Ukelj to bo nudo npoo tho miadi oC tbo aoliro 
•oklicfY. 

Bcforo I dotoil to OobiwU Ute noono I Imto tolcOD to 
aj raiud upon tbu totj importont bnuok of ibo 
iuqniiy, I Ix^ loart to Mlrert to tbo none of Lord 
Hotfifigi. It io inpoadblo bni tbat to hti moot biUMUKi, 
benovoIoDi, ond oiiligbtaoed mind thii prnotico noit hovo 
bv«ii ofUa the ml^eet of de«p ond uamu aoditottoa. It 
wu wtkMquoall/ • oiretiaitoim of ill enwu oad nnt dlonp- 
pointaunt net to baro (boad apoo the Boeortli the mhiahb* 
•drice and dirteiios of hia lon^ oxporioneo and wiodoa. It 
ia troo (tat during the greater part of bia admialatnatlou he 
vu ongagod Ui war, when tbo intiadnetion of aneli a meoBuo 
vodd hart bean U)^7 iigwlieioaa. To bio l u oeeoao r , Lord 
Anhorat, aloo, Uio aamo obotaelo wai oppoaod. I am. bow* 
oror, fortnoato io poMMoing a kttar Lord Haaliogi to 
a friood in Englaod npeo tatf$, and from the foUowiog 
extract, dated *i Koromber. 1813 ,1 an iodaood to belicTO 
tlat| he reeudned in tUe praetioe wouhl long 

•loco hare been auppreesed:— 

'The (D>d«ot which )«a wich to dlceas la one which mwt 
iBtaceat coo'a fooling bmM doopir, bat U ia aloo oaa of ottrooM 
niioOy whoa 1 mcaitKdi that la eao of tho foaia darlug nfad- 
mlnlotratlon at foromaiont In India about 8oe* widowi Mriflcoil 
UMcaoaltw wUkia tho Proriaooo oomprlaod In Uio PnaMoncy of 
Bwigal, to whMi nuiabor T Torp aoeh aafpoet UiM 0017 taaaf 
Mt BOtldod to tho mogiitrala ohoald bo addod. 1 wltl hofo to 
havo oadlt tor Wng aeotOIx tonaiblo to aaeh on oatnkge aplaid 
humanltj. At Iho MM tlmo 1 waa awaM how laach danger 
might attond tho Mdcaroiulitg to oappnoo torelUx a praotlM to 
laotod intho ntlglouoboUof of iho aaUm. Ho non of low caoU 
aro adnlHod Into tho canha of tho Boagal anaf. Thorofere 
Iho wholo at that tonaidablo bodf aaal bo roganlod 00 Ulmlljr 
lartlal to a caotoni wlitok thojr oeaolilw oquallx tWbrribk to 
toaOly hoaoar aad to potiU of toUh. TO attMBpt tho McUaoUon of 
Iho horrid owporatitlMi wlthoot botng ouppertod la Uio proeodaro 

' Than muat bo a mMoIto bi the aumbon etatod.—W. B. 
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UINUTB (ccHtiatuJ) 

Vj k nal conurrmo* on Ibo pkrt of tho ormy would bo dioUnnUy 
ponloua. I bofo so otruplo t« «7 tliU X dUl bolloro I ottild ksvo 
csfriod wUK mo Um ombI of tbo imy towntdo tuoii ib 
T bM poffoiutoii howovor orooo from oiTonMotoncoo wbkh bovo 
pocullsr InSooBoo ow Iho nstlvo treopo 

Lord Hsitingi )»ft Iwlin in 1893. It ii quilt ecrtais 
Out tbo Oovemmont of ibnt tin* wen mvch nMre ttroo^ly 
iirrsMod with Uw ri>k of tbo nmlorUbinR tbou Ik now Ttty 
gonorsil/ felt. It would Iters boon lortnnato conid tbit 
mston h*Tt proeeeded nadtr tbo satpioro of tbst duUn* 
guitbcd noblemsn, uid thkt tbo Ststo nigiit Imto bod tbo 
benefit of tbt inflnotiet wbiob uidonbtedlj be powe i eed ia 
s peculiar dtgroo oror tbo netivt troops. Knoo tbst period, 
howsTsr, six yesrs bevo slepsod. Within the tsmteries all 
bet boon posoefui end prospcnu, while witliout. Am end 
Dbsrtpor, to wbom nlotis % strsege sort of oonseqooaco wu 
Moribod by pablio opinion, boro Ixoa rnado to nobtioirlnlgo 
oar upfomkoy. In Ibis interra] expoHonoo bee onltrfrod oar 
ksowledge, end bu (iron ni nrsr dote ni>on which to 
diitiaguuh truth from lllaiioa, end to MOrrtsb tbo ttnl 
circunstnacoo of oor position end pewsr. It it epon tbiso 
that tbo eonearriag opinion of tbo officers of tbs eiril aad 
military ssrviort at hrgs barlag beta fonndtd, u oatitlsd to 
ow utmost oon&lonee. 

I bare (ho lionour to lay before Oooaeil tbo copy of a 00* 
cnlar addrteoed to fbity-niae oSoorx, pointed oat to ms by 
the Secretary to Goromment in tbo Military Dopsrtneni os 
being from Uicir jndgmont nad txpcnsDOO the Wt e n able d 
to apprsciate the cflSset of tbo pnporod mssenro opoa the 
aatire omy, together sritb tbiir anewsn. For mere easy 
txfereaee, an ahelract of ceeh answer is aoaaxsd in a ispania 
paper and clsmsd wHh tboes to the 10010 purport 

It appears first that of tboas whose opinions ars direoUy 

' psiU ha* bMB Mpanicly ftesn for oonranlraM a 

yesTioBS iws.—M.] 
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•dyvM to all iatarfaraDM vhatorir vitb tbe pnetioe ibe 
atuDbtr ii onlj five; eecondly, of Ume «1 m> in favoanble to 
ebolitioQ bot evem to abeolole aad dinot piobibiUao under 
tbe entborby of tbi OoverniBent, tbe Dumber ie twelve; 
thirdly, of tboee wbo an favonraUe to oholi t ioii, to bo 
effected by the indirect intcrfareuoo of naglatratoa and other 
pttblis ofloen, tbe ntunber ie eight; fimiihly, of tboH who 
advocale the total iauMdiato and {mbUc eoppraaioD of tin 
{waetke, tbo Dumber ie iweotyiour. 

It will bo obeerveil, aleo, of tboee vim are agaiuet an uipaii 
ami diiwt pralitbituxi, few ostartaia auy fear of iBotedlale 
danger. They refer to a diitant and owlcfinod eriL I oau 
ooueaive tbe poeubility of tbe oxpteeaiou of diamtiibctiuii 
aod anger immediately naaifoeted upon tbia nppoaad 

attack Ob their reUgioui uaageo, but the diaUat danger acema 
to ma altogether groaodiemb provided that perfect reqwet 
wftneina— to ba |)^ to ill tbor inoocobt ritee and oere- 
irmuiM, ud provided also a kind and conaiderate regard 
ba eontinued to tfaeir worldly intereeta and eoBtibtta. 

I tnut, tbervforo, that the Ooonetl will agree with me in 
tbe eatialbctacy natoie ef thu etatenent, and that they will 
partaJeo in tlio peirfiBot oonfidenee which it baa givan me of 
the expediency and aafety of tba abolitioa 

In the antwer of ona of tba military offieen, lenienauU 
Ceknal Todd, ba haa looomiaeaded that tbe tex on ptlgrima 
■bnnld be eimulbuteoeily gives np^for the purpoee of affoHing 
an undoubted proof ef our diaintanatodnoai and of our dooiro 
to remove every obiundona oboioele to tho giutifleation of 
tbar nligioBi dntiia. A very oonaidcrakle revenue ia ralaed 
from tbia bead, bot if it were to bo tbe prioa of aatiafaotioit 
and eonftdenoo to tbo Bindni and of the rooewal of oD die* 
tnut of our prceeiit and fntiirt intentiau, tbe eaorifioe night 
be a meaeure of good policy. *1110 oldootioae that rnnut bo 
cotertainad all to tbo principle of tho lax, which in 
England hna latterly excited vary great reprobation, formed 
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•B additional inotir* for lli* iiutoirf. I onolooe tho copy of 
0 cireolor loUor addromd to diffmnt Individiula at proMot 
in ehargo of Uu diatrict artioro tbo tMC ia coUoctod, or vlio 
hoTo bad opportanitica, £roa tbdr local knowlodgo, of Ibmiag 
a food JadgnMat npon thii fgactlon. It will tn aoan that 
opininm Tiiy. htit opon 0 rtriow of tho whole By eoiTietion ii 
that is cotuKOlion with tba preaiot mownra it U inaxpodioot 
to ropoal tha tax. It ia a aaljict npoa which I thoD not 
a^Ioct to baatow more attaction tlau 1 have bees aUo to do. 
Aa abotract of tbeae opiaiooa ia a&ncxad to thia ninnie. 

I hare now to aobnit for tho oonaidcration of Ooaneil tho 
draft of a regxdatioio onactiiig tho aholition of aoda. It it 
Bcoonpaniad by a paper tootaining tha remarka asd anggaa* 
tiona of Ibe Jndgea of tha Kitdnat AdAlat. In thia paper 
ii ropcatod the UMDlnena o2Htuoiu of tho Coart ta faroar 
of t^ propoaed meaaaro. Tba rnggeationa of tlta Nisisat 
Adilat an in aoaw mateoro at Tarianeo with a prinolpal 
objeot I had in riaw, of prorenting eoUiaioB botwten the 
partioB to tbo anti and tha offieen of poliac. It ia only in 
tho proviout praoooMa, or daring tho aetaal parfomaDoe of 
tho rito, whoD tho feelinga of all may bo moro or laaa rooatd 
to a high d^ffce of oxeitoment, that I apprebend the poaai- 
bility of afiny or of aota of riolaoco Umin^ an indlacrool 
and ii^jodieioua oxercbe of onthority. It aeotned to ao 
predrat, tberafMO,thatthapolioa,in tha drat iutasea, ahonld 
warn and advia^ bat not fiudhly prohlbiti and if tbo rart, 
in dofianco of tbu notieo^ wen p^onaed, that a report 
thoold bo to tho magiotrato, who wodd aummon tha 
[ariiaa and pioeaod m ia any other caao of crime. The 
Indian Court iqtpean to think thoao procantioni anneceo- 
■ry, and I hopo they iMy bo w. but In the beginning va 
<aimot, I think, pneoed with too much drcaiHpectioo. 
Upon tho aamo prineij^a, in order to goard agaiaat a too 
baaty or aoven a acatonoe omanatitig from oxtniM taal an 
tha part of tbo local jodgo, I ban propoood that the caao 
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Aould oiljr bs oognlnU* by tbs Conmiirioncn of dranit. 
TboM m, hovorar, qneatiooi wbiob I dioaJd wiab to Me 
diwMMd in Ooofi^. The other reeoninendnttoM of t)ta 
Cooit H« weQ worthy of oor adoption. 

I Imto uow Lroogbt thie paper to • eioea, and I dunk 
I have ndraned my p]<d^ of not allowing, in the ootuideni- 
tion of tbia quesUon, jiaMion or fmliog to Itave any port I 
(runt it will appear that doe wci^t hM boon given to all 
Jiffcnltiee and objactiou. that footn have Imd ntated with 
truth and impartiality, that the oondulmi to which I have 
{• coreidoU'iy home out both l>y rvaeou and authority. 
It Bwy bo Jnutly naeerlod that llie Oovcnimeni in tliie act 
will ouly lie fullowing, not precadhis. tlie tide of public 
□piition long ftowing in thin direotion; and when we have 
t^en into oooeidentioo the experience and wiadom of Umt 
highcat publk Inlmnal, the Niaiiaat Adilat, who, in 
wwi-m irith o«T vriaeet and ahleel poUic fnnctionariea, have 
been year after year almoat eolicitiag the Government to 
fWM thit net, the metal and political recpoaeilality ef net 
aLoliehing thie prootiee far surpaMe^ in my jndgmMt, that 
of the oppoeite eoum. 

Hot diicarding, aa I have done, every inviting appeal from 
•ympathy and humouity, and having given my verdict, I may 
DOW bo porautted to oxpren the anxiou feclingt with which 
I deoira the tueceae of thia mcaenre. 

The Sret awl primary objeot of my heart ii the benefit of 
the Hiodua. I know nothing ao important to the impreve* 
raent of their future eonditioo aa the cetabllahmenl of a pnrer 
morality, whatever their belief; and a more Just eoneeptiuM 
of the will of God. The fint atop to tbia belter nnder- 
ftnuding will be dimoeiatian of tdigions belief and praetiee 
from bleed and murder. They will then, wlwn no longer 
■tutiw tbii brataliaing exdtenwnl, view with more colmnem 
acknowledged tratha. Tliey will ve that tliera can be ao 
inoonaieteney in ibe w»ya ef Providenoe, that to the oom> 
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■and nccivtd m diriiM bjr tU nen of moD,' So iaxtoctat 
blood iboJI bo ipUt,' tbm c«a I# no oxcoptioo; ud vbon 
tbay dull liovo boon oosTincod of (be error of tblo fint end 
■oot crimiml of tb^ it not bo hoped Ibot 

«i<Js«n» which otend in the woy of tbor imptoTOOMutf mjr 
tibowioo poM ow»7, end thot tbu otnenoipoted fraa thooo 
rfioiao oad ohadilet npoa Umr niudo aud iwiioD% tboy nioj 
no longer eooUauo, oo tbay hnTO done, the alavoo of 0007 
foreign oonqoaor, but tliot thoj any oatunio their ftnt (ikoeo 
■sang the great fiunfliea of tatakiiidt I diaowa in (hen 
lemarfci, or iu ibii noainre, any riew whatever to oosTcraon 
to OOT own faith. I writo and leol aa a legialator for (he 
Hisdna, and aa 1 bdieva nuuiy euligbtenad Hindu think 
and feet 

Daaeeiuling tram thaaa luglior conaideraiiona, H ensnoi ba 
a diihonoat ambition (bat (lie GeremiDOOt of whi^ I fona a 
pert ahoold have (ba credit of an act which la to waah out 
a fonl aioia upon Britiih rule, and to May Uta norifioo of 
honaalty and jiutloe to a doubtful expcdicuey; and finally, aa 
a branch of the gweral adminiatratioo of (be Snpira, I may 
ba permitted to foal datply aniiena that oar ooorao ahall 
bo in BcoonlBnea witli tba nohia oxamplo aat to u by (ha 
Britiah OoTommast at beau, and that the adaptation, when 
ptaeUeable to the cirouBatancaa of thia vaat Indian popuSa* 
tion, of tlM aamo euligbicaad prineiplca, nay promote bora 
aa well u tbero tho ganeral preaperity, and may exalt the 
character of our nation. 

W. C. Bnmxcx. 

November 8th, 1809. 


CHAPTER VI 


Rknxwal or THE OourAxr’B CnASTUi 

ALTiToaaiT the Cluirtei' of tb« Bui Indio Company 
was not renewed antll tho Qovoroor>Qoiuralslup of 
Lord WiUiajn Bemtlnek was drawing to a ooneloiion, 
the qnestion of its nuewa) ooeupied so tonoh aitontion 
during the whole of this period that it wiU be con¬ 
venient to consider it now, notwithstanding that it is 
a little out of its chronological ordn. Lord Willtato 
Bentioeka appointnsot ss Qovemor-Oeoeral was 
^th a speeial 03*0 to the Charter dobatoe in tho 
British Parliancnt, and his suocoss in unparting not 
merely an equilibrium to the flnsooee but a higher 
to the administration of India, answered tho 
expectations of bis employers, and promoted their 
intoresta in the legislative assembly of the Empue. 
Aj it was qnits certain that there would be ebangoe 
in the extent of the privileges conferred by tho 
Charter, the East India Company was naturally 
anxioua to make out tho beat poesible case for'itself 
against tho anlmndvcnions of its orities. Nor waa 
it poesible to ignore the fact that the impeaehiosot 
of Warxen Hastings had l«ll as its legacy an uneasy 
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fMling Among Englinh publio nos tiut wo bod 
ooquirtd groTo rooponxibilitiM t» woU oo inoro—ed 
troda ond dominion bj oar oonqueoU in lodU, and 
that porhapo aftor all a oommoroial body, atieb aa th« 
Kaat India Company, waa not tho beat qoalided to 
dUohaigo tbeia. The active, paoifle, and reforming 
admitustratioD of Lord William Beotinck enablod tho 
Company to mako oat a far better ease than it 
could otherwiee have done, and for this reason lua 
name will be aaeociated with what waa in aone 
reapeota the most important renewal of the Charter 
originally granted by Qaoen Elisabeth. 

The renewal of that Charter bad often before eug* 
geetod the idea of politieal combat, bat on so previoai 
oeoaaion were the critica of the Best India Company 
more encrgetio and jubilant than on the eve of the 
long Parllamentaiy disensinoa wbieb waa to finally 
etrip it of ita IHUe ramming oomxnerdal dkaraoter. 
Vany eausea condueed to this reeolt, bat perbapa the 
moat signifiesmt of them all waa the prevalent in- 
elioation for reform, which, fortnnately for tho East 
India Company, spent its force on mattere mote 
intimately connected with our home afiein than the 
oonditioa of our trade and emjdre in the East. Had 
the energy which waa evident when a Seleot Com* 
mittee was first asked for in 1839 lasted down to the 
automn of 1833, when the Bill renewing the Charter 
was finally passed, there is every probability that the 
House of Commons would have been induced to declare 
that the Company bad had its day, and that the tine 
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Arrived for Uw Britiab ParliAincQt to &Mume the 
direct control of Indie. The intereet in tbo qaoetion 
•teedily diminished with eub niooeeding session, end 
the Bill wsa finnlly discussed sod cerried in sn empty 
end oxhsostod House. The spsthy of the Britu^ 
Porlismenty more then the splendour of the CoiO' 
peny's sehievemente or the skill of its edvoeeics, 
obteinod for the Esst Indie Compeny the desired 
renewsl of its poliUcel powers. 

Tbo Chertor which wss gimntod by Qaoeo Etiiebeth 
to the old Indie Compeny in i$oo hed been frequently 
renewed, end for different periods end porpoaes. 'Rie 
origisel Cheitcr oonferred on the Compeny its rights 
for e period of fifteen yeere, but when Jemes I 
grented enotber in 1609 the period was left indefinite. 
Ignoring tbo oherten of the minor eompenies end sseo- 
detdcns which eiyoyed the levoar of Oliver Crom¬ 
well or the Staerts, end confining our etteation to 
the originel Indie Compeny into wbiob the rest were 
oltimetoly ebsorbed, we find that (me of the first ecta 
of CbaricB n after the Bcetoreiion was to grant the 
Company e fresh Chertor, conferring upon it lergor 
powws, inelnding the right of making peace or war 
with any of tho native states of India. This was tbo 
first introduction of what may be called the political 
clement into the life of the East India Company, 
which had np to that point bean a strictly oomraeroiel 
body. 

The next renewal of the Charier was by William 
ni in 1608. This bss been called the foundation of 
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ftU Ums privilegM whie^ Uw Comp«ay eiyoyed down 
to tta death in 1858. Four yem }«t«r the CTbwtor 
of Qiiion between the rival eompaniM confimed tbeee 
privUegee, and left the period of their enjoyment in- 
de6mte. In 2733 and again in 1766 the right# of the 
Eait India Company were brought under the notice 
of Parliament, and in 1775 charter was renewed 
for the definite period of twimty yean. Thia fact 
deearvee remembranoe, for this interval continued to 
be obeerred until the laat renewal of the Charter in 
1853. The renewal in 2793 made without any 
modification, but that in 2813 deoreed that the 
monopoly of tbe Company of trade with India ahoold 
ccaae, and that oommarce with that country aboald 
be thrown open. It aleo provided for ait eeeleeiaatieal 
eetabliahment, with a biahop at Calcutta and areh- 
deaoou at Uadraa and Bombay. A itUl more im¬ 
portant change had been effected by Fitt’a India Bill 
of 2784, which created tho Board of Control Thie 
Board, of aix members, aupervised tbe acts of tbe 
Company, end served aa an intermediary between 
tbe Qovemment at homo and in India. 

The withdrawal of the R L Company'# monopoly of 
trade with India in 2613 was followed by an expaa- 
uon of English oommerce in Eastern eeae that led to 
a growing domai^d for the opening of tbe trade with 
China. This feeling wae greatly strengthened by tbe 
very prevalent expectailoiu among En^ab merohante 
and manufacturers that trade with that empire would 
rapidly develop and prove moat profitable—expeota* 
21 1 
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tioDB, H in»]r be obeervod, which here been only 
paiiieliy reelieed et the present day. In the ooone 
of iho year 1829 petitions were preecnted to Perlin* 
mant preyin^f thet the Cherter might not be renewed, 
end thet if renewed it ehould not cnrry with it n 
monopoly of Chinese trade. In tho same soetbn 
a Sel^ Committee was moved for, bat it was not 
until the following year that it was appointed on 
a Oovemment motion, Lord EUenborongb moving it 
in tho Lords and Sir Kobsrt Peel in the Commons. 
The Oovemment, bowovor, dietiocUy disclaimod all 
intention of interfering in tho matter, leaving it to the 
«slm end dispaauooate jadgment of Parliament. The 
questions luhautted to the Conunittee were of the 
most comprehensive character, and the inquiry neeeS' 
sarily covered a wide ground. As Wilson woU says 
in his continuation of Mill's History:— 

■ The qncttioD, koMrerer iinpartsse lo the eonmeree ef the 
Bmptre, wu Doteoufiuedte oonmeroUbtorest*; it bvolved 
the whole ebarsoler of the OorauaeDt ef Indis, the node in 
whi<h it might best be sdnunueercd for the protperily azkd 
htppboM of the people, tbs repotation of die Legislstiise, sad 
the dignity and rights ef the Crown.' 

The initnictione of the Committee stated that it was 
'appointed to inquire into the prceeni state of the 
aflain of the East India Company, and into tho trade 
between Great Britain and China, and to report their 
observations tberoon to the House.’ 

The course of tho Conunittee did not run smooth. 
The death of George IV brought its labours, with 
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the Uf« of ibe Hoose of Commoni, (o ft auddfta ftod 
pncipitftto doBo. Rcftppoiatcd in Fftbmftr;, 1R31, 
th« Oftrly duBolodon of Fftrliftmoni ftgftin lod to 
lift own breaking op, and although noontitUiiod in 
June iU inquiriw were one« more eat short in October 
b; tho noeeesit^ for a fresh election. Kinalljr reoon- 
Btitatcd in January, 183a, its report was preaentod 
to Parliament in the following August^ so that the 
whole of the winter rooeee was left for the careful eon* 
aideration of the Tolaminons faets ascertained bj the 
Committee. The information was interesting evon 
when it was oontnulioiorjr, but there is mud reason 
to suppose that it did not affect the Tordiot of Porlia* 
tnent> which had alroadjr made up ita mind on the 
two main practical pdnts, the trade with China and 
the adminietraUoo of India. No one expected the 
former to be oontinued, and, indifferent as tbe Hooee 
of Commona waa to Indian queatione, it did not 
mtnimiwe their difficulty, and still ebraok from tbe 
responsibility of dealing with them. 

The important and praoUeal oonsideiatioo of the 
qncation waa oarriod on by nogotiations between tbe 
Oovommeut and the Conti of Direotore, which pre* 
ceded the preeentation of the Bill to Pariiameni. Tbe 
first clause of tho proposed Bill l^d down that' tho 
China monopoly waa to oease.' The proa and eons of 
branch of tbe question were oonaidered at aome 
length. On the one band it wee alleged by the Govern* 
ment, on the strength of the report of the Select Cota* 
miltse, that tbe profit of the China trade, wbidt 
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■nnnall y exoeodod 006 miUioB storting, wss deriTsd 
from ft tftx both unpopoUr ftod niyust, pftid bjr tho 
Brituh eonftomer, ftnd tbftt this fftet was proTod hy 
the tower prices paid for toft on tho oonUnant It 
wfts ftbo ftUegod tbftt the oofttUness of the East Ltdia 
Company's establishment at Canton oontribotod to 
make the price of lea excessive. The Coort dispotod 
these Btatemento, alleging that tho tower prices on the 
oontinenl were due to tho inferiority of the arttelo 
sold, and also Umt their profit from tho trade hod 
been much exaggerated. But althoogh roitcratiog 
their view of the osae, the Court did not poraist irt 
fighting a bopeleas battle, and accepted the fii-st danso 
abolishing the China monopoly in deferenoe to public 
opinion, and merely stipulated for tho short respito 
necoasary to dispoae of the stoek which they were 
booixd to keep on band. 

The eoeond clause of the projected Bill propoeed 
that the East India Company ibould be enirustod 
with the renewod politioal control of Lidia. As it 
was quite that this eoncessien was only made 
bccaose the British Government was unprepared to 
accept tho responailHlity itoolf, it followed that tho 
Company’s beat device to obtain increased eommer- 
oial privilegea was to feign relnotanee to aeeept the 
administntivB reeponribility of ruling India. 
In support of this mluctsmoe, the Court was able to 
show that tbe revenues of India had not sufficed alone 
to defray all tbe expensea of governing it, and that 
the defieit had only been made good out of the profits 
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of the commeroikl opentione of the Kaai Indie 
Compeny. It followed ee • neoouery ooaBeqaenoe 
thet if theae opentione were abendoned the de&oiency 
wwilfl heTo to be inede good &om eome other qanrter. 
aa OTc^ one oonnocted with the Conpanj wae agreed 
oompotition with private tndere woold be ruinoce 
and c it of the qaeation. Frooticallj speaking the 
whole qaoetion turned on this point, for alihoogb 
there was difTerenco of opinion as to the extent to 
which the Indian revennee were deficient and as to 
whether that deSeienoy was likely to prove permanent 
or not, there was complete agreement on the faot that 
the dividends on the Company^ stook were paid not 
out of Indian revenue, but out of the profits of the 
(Thi o* trade. If that trade were abolished it was 
Msential to Dseertain wbenee the Company was to 
{woenre its dividend, as it eonld not be expected to 
perform the onerous task of governing India without 
some tangible reward. 

On the great eubject of the defidenoy of the Indian 
nvenue eome facts and figures will be nsoful and 
explanatory of the whole aitaation. From 1813-4 to 
1818-9 the average annual deficit was not Iom than 
1^1,878,000, and taking the longer period of 1814-5 
to 1818-9 we find that the total deficiency wae 
^i9,4oe,ooa Theae flgurta were the result of con* 
sideling the Indian nvenues aa the cole financial 
imouroe of the East India Company, end testify to 
the fact that the Indian tevenuci alone were at that 
time unequal to the ^large of governing the country 
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by meuw of ui Europeui kdinuuctzmtios. Tb« urioas 
deficit proved to eriei from the goreminent of Indie 
bed been met by e oonndereble eliooetion of tbo 
profiU of tredo to l2» teek of edminietrelion, end by 
pablie loens guerenteed by tbo Compeny. It wee 
not en unfair or anexpected detne&d for the Eeet 
Indie Compecy to eik before eooepUng the pobtioel 
of for loinB gner&ntoo ae to the fande 
required for tbo eoooinpenying oxpenac. 

Wbilo tbore wee no room for dieputlng Uut main 
feet, it by no mcena followed tbet ell tbo oontentione 
pal fonrerd In oouequoooe of it by the Company 
were woU founded. Ite edvoeetee made e greet point 
of the qaeetioD of the home remiUenepe, which tiien 
emoont^ to three millions sterling, ell^ng thst 
there would be much difficulty in providing for th eir 
punctoel end eatiebotwy ^scharge. The rnodus 
c^'OHdi of the Company had been simply to pur* 
chiM goods in Indie and Chine, end to dispose of 
them in tho London market, applying the proceeds 
to the payment of the homo chargee. When the corn* 
mereiel deperUsent of the Company was to be oloeed 
it seemed to them that no altomativo was left to 
whet wsB, after ell, a vwy primitivs enangement. 
The most experienced bankers end merebenU had no 
difficulty in exposing the iellecy of thie belief, end in 
ebowinf that the transmission of the neoessery funds 
bylulls would be easy and effiosoious; end it may be 
pointed out thst this enangement Las worked well 
ever end is still in foroe. 




THE SESOURCES OF IHDIA i »l 

The Cknnpeay wm elao oo voak ground when 
4Wunuog thet heouUM the revenue of lodin wm 
ioauffieient for ito pnrpotee in 1819 it noet neeee 
eerily alweye be w. Lord WiUiem Bentinok himeelf 
proved that the aig^uoaent wee untenable by oonvertiag 
a deficit of one million Into a aorplue of two millioTiw, 
end although that wae duo to the preeerration of 
peace, and the eurplaa diBappoared when the expenee 
of war in Afghanietan and the Punjab had to be 
provided for, there wae arill little or no doubt that 
the revenueo of India, properly busbandod and 
directed, were fully equal to meeting all logiiimate 
demands, eapocially wbcn wo eonaider that Lord 
William Bontlnek'i poUoy in Uie matter of the 
Milwi opium bad practically emmred a valuable 
oontribution, paid for by the Chinese dmg-eon- 
fumer, to take the place of the alleged payment to 
the Company by the EngUah tea-drinker. Moroover 
no allowaaoe was made for the etfeola of economy 
and tho wide eeope for developing the rcaourcee of 
India, which first began to taste the &uita of internal 
peace afcer tho campaigns of Lord HasUnga. On an 
impartial oonaideratlon of the question it mast be 
allowed that the Company signally failed to prove its 
that tbo resources of India most bo un¬ 
equal to tho task of its govcmincat. 

But ae has been pmnted out. tho question of the 
dividend of the proprieton of tho Company was 
apart from that of the administration of India, and 
on this snbjoot it could reasonably claim every coo- 
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•idention. Aa th« flgbt fin&Uy naolvad itself ioto 
deoidiiif whst this eboald be, it is only neoeaury 
to Bustinsrise bore Um smo^emoDt oone to* Tbo 
tint proposition of the OoTernment was, that the 
payment of tbo diyidonda to tbs proprietors sbOold 
bo tt^pirded as an annuity ebargeable on tbo terri¬ 
torial rsTSDUo of India, and redeomabla aAer a period 
to be decided, and at tbe option of Parliament, by a 
payment of j^ioo for every five guineas of annoity. 
1110 total of the annuities amounted to j£'d30,ooo a 
year, and it was proposed that all tbo Company’s 
commercial aseote^ should bo oonvctiod into money, 
with wbicb a saffieieot amount of Indian territorial 
debt sbould be purebssod to produce an income of 
.^630^00 a year. In other words, wbat was pro¬ 
posed was an aol of substitution, tbe revenue of India 
accepting tbe reeponaibiUty of paying tbe interest on 
the Company's stock, and tbs Company as s i gn i ng its 
poaeasioDJ to tbo rodueUon of India’s liabilities by 
a BunUar amount, so that tbore should result no 
addition to tbe burden borne by the taxpayen of 
that country. 

As tbe possosaions of tbe Company would produce 
a sum suffieient for the payment of the annual 
dividend or for tbe redemption of the prindpel at 
iwwty yean' porobaee, and as its right to its 

■ Tti«M wwa «iUin*ttS by Ut* Oanpasr 4t aol tM Ibsa 
Sai.ios.eoo, bul m Sa,4o8,oeo wot* eM*«on«Uo omSo, Um aol 
latU wao StoS7t.9M. S P«r wold havo poedaeod 

S S a C|Oeo 0 yaar. 


THE COMPANV^S PROPERTY 

eommeroial awats eould hardly bo dupnlod, it fol¬ 
lowed that the Oovenuaent’B propoaitioa wm not 
reeeived with muoli appro^aL ^nt the Oovoruinent 
knew iU itreiigth and the weakneoa of the Company, 
and it brou|;fat all the presson) it poaeoeaed to bear on 
the Coart of Direetora. In reply to the atatemont of 
tbo valae of the Compaoy'a property, it relied that 
the proper valuing and realiaation of iU pomeaaiona 
would take aeveral yean, and that the renewal of the 
Charter bad to be aettled one way or the other in a 
few montba If the Charter waa to be renewed at all 
the Company moel accept their view of the poaition. 
Intimidated by this argument the Court gave way, 
and agreed to the euggeated tranifcr between oom- 
mercial and territorial daime if the Oovemment 
undertook to arrange that aome ooUatoral eeeurlty 
should be provided fM the payment of iU dividend. 
Even to thi# aaggestioo, whteh was highly natural 
under the cireunutaoeee, the Oovemment gave only a 
teluotant eoDaont. In addition to the eeheme already 
provided, it was arranged that thoaum of ^1,300,000 
should be taken &om the oomtnereial assets, inveeted 
in British Government etock, and with accumulated 
interest should form a fund that was to go on in- 
ereaeing until it had reaohod twelve miUiooa, when 
any further augmentation waa to ceoso. After eon- 
siderable disenasioD and after a meeting of the pro- 
prietoia of the Company to ratify the aeiion of the 
Direetora, the Oovemment was indueed to inoresee 
the sum assigned under this airangemeut to two 
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millions, and with Uut kltorstion tb« unngoment 
dMoibod wu owried ouL 
The hiitoiy of these oegotietioiu and the volnmi* 
noot eomepondenoe were placed before the Court of 
Proprieton at two general meetings bold is Uarcb 
and April, 1833. At the latter, a aariee of reeolutiou 
were moved by Sir John Ifaloolm, the gieateat Anglo* 
Indian of the day, approving the oondaet and pro* 
poaals of the Direoton, and recommending that the 
tortoa of the Oovemmenl ebould be aocopted. The 
aix Kaoludona stipulated in (heir order (i) that the 
Coinpanyaboold aaeont to conduct the government of 
Tndia at the saori6c«s demanded, provided they were 
fnmiflbed with soffioient powera, and that their 
peonniaiy rights and elaisu were adjusted by a fair 
and liberal compromise; (ft) reiterating the gnancial 
arrangement deseribod for providing a eoUateral 
eeeority s ($) Uiat the adininistratiou of India should 
be given for a period of not lesi than twenty years; 
(4) that all measures of expense should originate with 
the Directors, subject to the oontrol of the India 
Board; (j) that the Company should have acme 
moans of attracting publicity, through Parliament or 
otherwise, to its views, in any diq>ute it might have 
with the India Board; and (d) that the Court should 
ratidn sofBeient power over the ooumercial asaeU to 
anable them to provide for the disehaige of all obli* 
gationa, and also for coinpenaation to eueh of the 
oommercial offioers and servants of the Company as 
might be afTeetod by the new arrangements. 
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The dueuaslon oa Uiote reaoliitioiu ooenpiod Mvea 
d«ja, bat in th« Aod thejr w«n oarri«d b}r tb* l»rgs 
majority of 477 to ja. Tba oompUitPco of Um 
C oari wu i«wu\l«d b; oerUin oonoossioas 00 tba 
put of the Siinistani, tho priocipol of which bw 
alntdy boen notod in the augmantation of the fund 
from jfi,300,ooo to .^3,000,000. They alto with* 
dicw tb« veto they bad propooed for the India Board 
on tbo inbjeet of the z«oaU of Oovornors and military 
eonunandera—a proposition vdtioh bad stmek at tbs 
■clf*i«spect of the Company, and threatened to reduce 
ita authority to a mere shadow. Most of the other 
•uggestioiu were adopted in aocordanoe with tbe 
views of the Company, and a Bill was drafted upon 
them and submitted In June to tbe two Hooeee of 
Parliament. The debate in the Houm of Commons 
oalb for no notioe. It sraa distinelly poor, and nn> 
worthy of the magnitude of the aubjeot—if one 
brilliant epeech by Uaoaulay be excepted. Hr. 
fT'arW Grant, afterwards Lord Olcnelg, apologised to 
the House for asking ita attention to laattera at sueh 
a itigtanfta, and it was to empty benobea and an un- 
intereetod aodienee that the acUeme waa unfolded for 
entruating the Company with another twenty years' 
lease of the government of India. An attempt was 
in Committee to ooctraet the period of exten* 
sioa from twenty to tea years, but the precedents 
from 1775 were too strong (0 jusUfy the rednetkm. 
The Bill was finally read in the House of Commons 
at the end of July, and sent up to the House of Itorda 
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'nw deUte in th« Upper Chamber vee, w ii lo 
often the ewe in deeling with mettore of imperiel 
tmporUnee, more Trorlby of n Bill which wm do* 
eiding not moraly the feta of the two hundred miUione 
of Indie, but the doetlnj of the moet femoos tnwling 
oompeny the world Led ayor known, end which hed 
mede ita eebiovemasU e pert of English btetory. It 
wee intiodoood by the Merqub of Lonedowne, the 
Neetor of the \K'hig periy, enppoi-tod by Lord Ripon, 
end epproTod by the Uerqob Welloeley on the atete* 
ment of Lord I«nedown<s but etrenuoasly oppoeed 
on Tenons grounds by Lord EUenborough end the 
Duke of Wellington, who reoordod bb views of the 
greet Conpeny es he hed known it in the daye of 
Aseeye end Argenm. Tho Coort of Proprietors of the 
&st Indie Company was again convened in August 
to express ib epprovel of tho Bill es peseod by the 
House of Commons. After forther dbeuesion it 
ftoqoissesd in the errengement by e vote of to 
<$4, tbs reduoed nnmbers showing tho diminbbod 
intoreet of the Company Iteelf in ito fats, which 
the m^ority of the Proprietors may have oonsidsred 
already On* aoth of August the Bill re¬ 

ceived the royal assent, thus oompleting the arrango- 
menb for what was nominally tbs list but wto, 
but in sU important essentials the last, renewal of the 
Chartor granted by Queen Eliabeth 933 yeen before. 

In the coarse of the debate in the House of Lords the 
Uarqub of Lansdowne referred in eloquent words to 
the good service Lmd WlUiem Bentinck bad rendered 
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in Indk, to whose 'vigour and judgmeat,* he said, 
it wM due tbst the expenaes of Uiot eountr; bad 
been reduced to nieh e point u to show thst its 
goTenmoni oonld be oemed on by meene of its 
own revenue epsrt from any advantage of trade. 
The admiMion of natives to a largw share in the 
administration, and the unrcstrietod entrance of 
Europeans into the country, with rights of donieile, 
pointed to an increased economy and deveiopmest, 
and those innovstioas had no more oomirient or 
powerful advocate than the Qovemor>OeDeral, who 
saw in tiism the only way of establishing an oqui* 
librinm between revenue and expenditure in India 
HU direot participation in tbs renewal of the Cbarter 
does not transpire, although bis indireet inflnence 
upon its fortuon cannot be doubted. Hia oooBOxnies 
and his oonfidoat belief thst the Indisn tsiritoriai 
revenue could bear the whole oori of administration 
inspirod, on the one band, the Qovemtnent with its 
iwfcin reasons for entertaining the same belief, and 
on the other, the East India Company with as 
additional motive for aooeptiug and clinging to the 
goreiiUDSDt of the oountry when thoro seemed no 
pecuniary advantage to bo dmved from it. At the 
Mme timo, the oharaeter of his adiDimstraticn had 
inquestionably enhantyd the reputation of the English 
government in India, and had reached a standard 
beyond which the moat sealoos advoeato of the rights 
of India oould not at the time aspire. Yet the only 
part Lord William Bentlnok pnhliely played with 
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regard io tbo renewal of the Charter waa to iaaue 
a ootioe in the Clo^owihi t 7 a««««.'c«Uing for a goneial 
iUamination luul a dieplay of fireworke to celebrato 
the renewal of the Charter/ when the newe reached 
India in Ootobcr, 1653. 

If tbo only verdict poaaible .about the renewal 
of the Indian Charter for another terra of twenty 
yean in 1833 U that the reenit waa a foregone oon* 
elodon, in that the Company eoold not hope to retain 
the monopoly of tbo China trado, nod Utat the Qovom* 
mont wen resolved not to aooept the adminietratiou 
of ii tiH most regard it ea a landmark in oar 

connexion with the groat Indian dependency whicli 
plaeee England at the head of the empiree of the 
world. The tnoai onhiendly critic of the Seat India 
Company oannot deny that it had done its eonntry 
exocDent aervioe. It had inereaaed the trade of the 
wpfiftw is every qaartar of the Eastern eontineot. 
The ekiil and determination of its repreeontativea had 
driven a powerful rtval flrora the field in France, a 
aerviee eapeoially valoable at a time when on the 
eontinent IVench arms were more fortunate than 
onra. In the blackest days of the American rebellion 
there never failed to come some cheering newe from 
India, reviving the cotingo of the nation, and proving 
that the power of winning battlee had not departed. 
The euocoBiea of the Peninsula were matched and 
heightened in tbelr effect by the long anooenion of 
victories egainst some of the moot formidable rolen 
and raoee of EindusUn that were achieved under 
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WeUMlejrand Hutiogs. In alwri, for the better part of 
a eeDtut7 the Company had provided the nation with 
the material for the groateet eatiBfaotion in adding 
alike to iUMlf-rwpect and (Inaneialprcapcrity. Thera 
would have been marked ingratitude if, without any 
oauee abown, the country had cone to aaudden and arbi¬ 
trary coneloBion that theCompany ahould oeeae to exiat 
Moreover the Company bad abown its full in¬ 
tention to meet the lofUer expectations formed by 
English poblic opinion as to our duties towards tbe 
inbaUiants of India. Lord William Bentinck was 
sent out as a reforming Oovemor-QrosraL and bo in* 
ntituted many reforms. If tbe British ParUamant bad 
taken over the control of the country it oould not 
hare dcme more for the people than be did. Tlia 
prograaa of refom ia necessarily slow, and whether 
the Crown or the Company oxeroised anthority, 
then wera tbe common obligations of government 
whieb eonld not be evaded by either. Lord William 
Bentinok's mlo was oontenDiaous with ons of tbe 
brief periods of internal and external pesoe prior to 
the Mutiny. He tnmed it to the best possible aeeount 
by introdaeing necessary ceonomies, by earrying out 
essential reforma, by spreading edueation, and lastly 
by introdnelng the natives to a abare in tbe work of 
administration. ‘Ihe Company wbiob aanetionedthoao 
measures shared in their oredit, and it would have bean 
highly inconsistent, aa well as ungrateful, to decree the 
death of a great institution at tbe very moment that 
it was giving fresh evidcnoe of Its woiihinees to live. 

! 
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iNTKnxAr. ArrAtBS 

Wb ratty now tako a eoinpr«h«n«iva vlow and give 
a brief deMriptive aeeonnt of tbe general adminifira* 
iion of India Lord William Bentlnok. Under tbia 
head ve have to OMuidar the always delicate and 
important i-eUtione that nasi rabsisi between tbe 
central Ooromment and the aemi'independent States 
of India, and altbongb bis role was paeldc in a marked 
degree, Lord William Beatinek had to arrange more 
than one qaostion of diffieolty with them. We may 
also record in ebroniele fonn some of tboeo pasaagm 
and erenta in Urn daily life of bis goTemmont that 
aeem to poaaese more than ephemeral interest. Ex¬ 
cluding external relations and matters of foreign 
poli^, wlileh win neeeeaarily fom the sabjeet of 
a separate ehaptor, in this we may attempt to daecribo 
tbe general oooise of his administration, apart from 
his three great reforms, in regard to thaffi, aaii, and 
edueatiozu 

One of bis earliest measurei was to pass a OoTem- 
ment resolution forbidding tbe presentation or receipt 
of official and other presents by servants of tbe 
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Company. Tb« pnetieo wu ia oBtabUihod aeoonl- 
anee with KaaMni uaage, but it had led to abosea and 
ma thought to be inoompatible with the dignity of 
the aupreuo OorenunenL This reform held with 
regard to the civil aervioe the came rolatioa aa the 
redaction of baUa did to the anny. It waa iatoaded 
to reduce the porquiaitoa to which the Anglo-Indian 
official had boon aceuatomed under the laxar ayatem in 
force when the Company waa a purely oommerciol 
aaneiatioD, and when nobody thought of eloaely 
eritieiaing the oonduct of ita agenta. At the aame 
time Lord William Bentinelc received the moat prodae 
ioJitrnetiona from the Diroctora to puraue a policy of 
Don-interTanUoD with the native States generally, and 
to leave the ohiofa to follow their own wave. The 
intontiona of the Direotora wore good, and the principle 
of the new policy aound, but ita application at that 
partioular moment waa premature. The native rolera 
had not been stunnlatod by oar example and exhorta- 
tioni to renewed eflbrta to pnrify their adminiabatiou, 
aikd when they found that the very alight eheck we 
exerciaed waa to be relaxed they not unnaturally 
relapaod into thofr old ways. The af^lioation of the 
policy, rather the policy itaolf, proved unfortunate, 

and entailod in moat caiea a more active interven¬ 
tion than would have been the caae if it bad never 
been withdrawa But for thia the reaponaihiUty did 
not roai with Lord William Bentinck, whoae inatnio- 
tiona were aa preoiae and positive in thia as they had 
been on the subject of batta 
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'ni« eontrol which Uio Eut lodu Compuj’ bed 
ciUhluhod over the majority of tho uUvo SUtoa, and 
which WM buod on political and financial reasoaa 
rather than admiDiatrativo, was In no inatanoe more 
Tigoronaly applied than in that of HaidaribCd, tho 
stato roUd by the Nixam of the Doocaou Prom an 
early period of oar preaenoe in Soutben India aa a 
militant nation, the Nizam of HaidaribAd bad been 
our eloaely attached and almoat eonstant ally. There 
had boon one period of beeitaUoD, when lod away by 
bofltile adrieere and by the belief that an army dU- 
dpUned by Frenchman might be a match for that 
created by the Engliah, be oppooed us in artse, but 
tho inmdent was a brief and paasiog one, and did not 
ptodaoe any doralde impreaaion on an alliance which 
held good during the stragglee with the Marithis 
and with Haidar Alt and his son Tipd in Southern 
India. Tho obligation to maintain a considerable 
eontiogent force at our dispoeal imposed a severe 
etrain on tho finaneiat resourcee of tbo Nizam, and as 
these leeoureee were not wisely dispessod or earefuUy 
husbanded, it happened that tho payments often fell 
into arroar, and the disorganised condition of the 
Haidaribdd exchequer even raised a foar lest they 
might fail altogether. It most not bo supposed that 
the arrangement referred to was ono-eidod. If the 
Fnglish OoTeminent was benefited by tho support of 
the financial and military resoorees of Haidatib 4 d, 
the Nizam was saved by the English arms from being 
annihilated by the Uarithis at one time, and by the 
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Habunnudan power of Mysore at another. The ar* 
raagexxieat may be fairly repreaeated as having beoo 
mnloally advantageotu. With the view of ensuring 
greater effidenoy in the Nixam'a aenrioe, Britiab offieori 
were introdueed into it, and controlled the aaaeaa* 
neat of land and tlu collection of taxce during the 
life of Nizam Sikander JaL 
In May, 1839, Sikandor Jab died and was aucceeded 
by hit son. Nasir*ad-Daalat. In writing to express 
hia eondolenoes on the death of the Ntxain, Lord 
William Beotiock offered the new mler his good 
wishes on 'assuming the sovereignty of Hddazibdd,’ 
and he also notiiled ‘ the intention of Oovsnunont to 
revise the heretofore objeoUeoable style of correspond* 
onco between the heads ef the two Oovenimenta.' 
On July 31 Naair-ud'Daolat wroto sskJng the 
OovorDor*Ottoeral to order the discontinusnoe of the 
chock and control exercised by British officers. 0 ns 
month later the Oovemcs*QQaeial replied, granting 
this request and withdrawing his representatives, and 
in October the Nizam was loft to carry ont bis 
sovereign' pleasors in his own way. Curiously 
enough the Nizam, having got rid of BngUih officials, 
proeentod a reciuest to the Qovemor«Omerel to allow 
him to raise a personal body*giuud of ilfty Engbsb 
Boldian, bnt he was induced to withdraw hia roqQcat. 
Ho adnunistration of the finances of Uaidaribid did 

' ll wftl )w iMUd tbst Um Mm 'an'wvtfal/* anlf omS 
fat cOTwy n i Uin vittt tiM Klun •aung all ih* prissM ladU. 
Bs wu tTMtod nMTC M «B 4U7 tSM • tMdstory. 
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not improve when the Nixam wu left to his own 
discretion and the sdvioo of Chandu Lall—a minister 
who thought more of exhibiting the power and wealth 
of bis mssier by a lavish and ostentatious expenditure 
than of the real intetesU of the people. In the ofSeiat 
records there are frequent reforeaees to bis 'petty 
shifts and modes' of raising revenne^a course which 
rmolted aftsr his death in the Indian Qovemment 
taking over in the time of Lord Dalboosle the Berar 
districts and applying their revonno to the disohargo 
of the Nisam’s obligations towards Hsolf. 

If the harmony of onr relations with the largest of 
the native states was nndiiturbed, Lord WilHsm 
Bentinek had more esose for anxiety in regard to the 
afiairs of two other states in Southern India, via 
Mysore and Coorg. 

In Mysore the evil aroee from maladministration. 
After t^ overthrow and death of Tipd Soltin at 
Seringipatam, we revived the former Hindu r^^jms 
in the person of a desoondant of the old Mabdidjis, 
and we gave him an minister and adviser, Pumea, 
one of the ablest of Indian statesmen. When that 
minister retired in i8ir he loft the government in a 
fiourishing condition. The finances were on a sound 
basis, and the people were eonteoted and hsppy. 
The new nunistor, linga Bdj, had neither his sbility 
nor his virtue. The exoheqoer was soon depicted, 
the people were burdened with taxation, and after 
twenty yeare of mugovemment they were ripe for 
revolt. The exhortations of tha Resident, and a 
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peraooal vuii by tho Govamor of Mailra*, Sir TbomM 
Uaoro. brought protniMM of UDondment and pool- 
pooed the day of reckoning. But the aitortiou of 
the tax'gatheror* non> mumed after a little time, 
and the people refualng to (ubmitt broke out in open 
leLelliou and killed several of tbe Mah&nyi’e othoeia. 
In the province of Nagar the niyaU rOM «n «nusM, 
and began what might be called a peaaante' war. 

Tho Mysore army, although drilled by Eogthdi 
offioon, was onable to enuh the movement, and 
a eUong foiee of Mediae troope had to be sent againet 
tlio ioeurgonts. At the eame time it was announced 
that their grievanoM would bo considered in a 
lenient epiiit if they desisted from opposition, and 
tbe prteenoe of English officers established oonfidenee 
in tbe good faith of this oBbr. Tbe ezoeesea of the 
Mabtrtjt bad so completely alienated public oon< 
tidenee that no reliance was placed on the oflen made 
on paper to grant the pcaeante what they justly 
demanded. The people remained under inns, and 
although no fighting actually took place, it was 
evident that the only way to put an end to the 
clieorden was to ineorporate Mysore for a time with 
the British dominion Tbe Mahinyfi was deposed 
under oleusee in the treaty of 1799, and asaigued a 
place of residence and a pension. An English Com- 
miasioner sasumed the control of the administration, 
in tbe course of a liUls time tranquillity and 
prosperity returned to the ptovinoe. Mysore eootinuod 
to enjoy tbe advantages of English administration 
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down to 1S81, wb«n tb« daoeeudut of Uie dopoMd 
Mnbiriji wu reioitalled, nod il tbo present ruler of 
tbnt provineo. 

The woond aUte with which utorference becnioe 
necesenry was Coozg. The I^jA. whose oiecasea 
ooold only be oxplnioed on the supposition that he 
WM out of hie mind, refused to hold any rela* 
tions with us whatever, and plotted to our disad¬ 
vantage in Mysore and elsewber& At last our 
paticnee was exhausted, and after a proclaumtion 
was issued declarbg that ‘ the oonduet of the 
h f/t rcodored him ijnworthy of the friendship and 
protection of the British Qovenment,’ war was 
declared against him. Lord William Be nti n e k , who 
happened to be slaying at Utakamand at the time, 
assumed the personal direction of the oampmgo. His 
anangefflents left no room for criticism on the ground 
of incompleteness or over-oonfideoce. Four divisions 
were entrusted with the invasion of the difficult 
country of Coorg. 

Although an ample force was employed in (he 
operations, (he invasion of Coorg was not attended 
with oonspicuouB military sueeess, and it eeemod 
likely to prove a very tedious busioees, when for- 
innately the diiboartened by the loss of his 
capital, suirendored Himmlf a voluntary prisoner. 
He was deposed from power, assigned a reaidenee at 
Benares and a penaion, and Coorg, with the tacit 
aequiesoence of the people tbemselvee, as they at once 
desisted from hostility, became British territory. 
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The of loeiU diotarbucaa covered the whole of 
Indie, but it wee only in the two oaeee nemed tbet 
proviooee bed to be brought under direol BritUh 
control. With tbo King of Delhi himeelf (who etiil 
reteined the neme of the Greet Mogul) end with the 
mler of Oudb there were eonstent biokeringi and 
diiTensooea. Tbo King of Delhi, who from being the 
patron bed beeomo the dependent of the Company, 
waa diaseUafied with the amount of hia allowenev, 
and finding tbet there was no hope of obteining whet 
ho wiahed from the entboritiee in Indie, he adopted ee 
e poeaible remedy the onuinel coarvo of wnHing a 
• pooiel emiiaeiy to England, end be aolooted for thin 
work Remmobun Boy,e Biihmen of greet intoUigence 
end etteinmente. The rniwun waa abortive ioaemneli 
M the Engliah Governuoat refueod to noogniae it, 
end the Govmnor-Qenerel wee neturelly initeted by 
e proceeding whiob teemed to aim at overriding hia 
eotbority. The murder of Mr. Freaer, tha Politieel 
Commiaaioner at Delhi, by a diaoonteoted chief, pro- 
dueed much excitement in tbet city, which was 
greatly incrceaed when the oriminal waa brought to 
trial end hanged for hia crime like an ordinary 
offender. Theee paaaegee fumiah evideoee of the 
diaorgemacd oondition of affaire in the capital of 
Bibar’a dynoaiy. Iho remembranee of departed 
power waa alwaya present to add bittemeaa to the 
exiating financial embarraawnent,and there ia nothing 
aurpririiig in the end having come twenty-five yean 
later in the Mutiny. 
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At Uie oUiu- grefti Mubunmadu eapiUl of India, 
Laokaow, the atata of affitin wat itill worao, aod it 
waa dutioetly aggravated by Uw knowlodgo that, 
undor tbo new policy, tbo Oovamor-OaDoral lad the 
natiro ral«n a fraa band in appointing or getting rid 
of their minietora. The King of Ondb ruling during 
Lord William Bontinek’a term of power bad, M brir 
to the throne, been on terma of boetility with hia 
Cbther'e miniater, a man of eonaiderablo ability, known 
by bia title of Uotauiid*ud>Danlat. On hia father a 
death he pratendod to ainh bia difTwenoce, and to take 
y f.t*niia into bia Cavoor, bat thia waa duo rather to 
fear of the Englieb Roetdent than to bia own inelinatioo. 
Aa Boon aa be realUod that the Reeident'a bands weru 
tied by hia now iutraetiona, be diamiaeed Motamid 
from office, and b^an a ^rvtem of legal peraeeutiona, 
whirit ondoubtedly abortened tho Ufo of that officiaL 
The Britiab Government, which bad declared ite fixed 
iotontion to etand aaide, was inaenaibly drawn into 
thu itruggle, and the Reaidont refused to traoeact 
buaineae with the incompetent and nnworlby minlateia 
by the aid of whom the Kuig eougbt to oarry on tho 
admiiuatration- Against ite own declared intentions, 
tbo Oovemment waa thus drawn into con¬ 

trolling the King in hia oboioo of a miniater, and in 
the le^t the King was obliged to send for a former 
diwin and reinstate him in power. 

Tbe reiorma set on foot by this miniater, Mahdi Ali, 
arreated the downward deaoeat of Oudb; but time 
was necessary for him to rectors so thoroughly dis- 
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organiaed • State to wything appnwchiDg proaperity, 
and the King took ptoasara in thwarting the heet 
arrangementa of Ua minuter. Tbo Reaident repoitcd 
that in hia opinion there waa no remedy for the evil 
hut for oe to aaetime the control of tha State for a 
eortain period, and lord William Bentiock paid a 
special viait to Lucknow in 1K31 to inform the Euig 
by word of month, and by a written deapateh, that hU 
torritoriM muat be bettor governed, or we ahould bo 
compelled to annex them and depoM him from power. 
Unfortnnately we did not follow op thb atep by 
eonaiatent aotioa. For a brief tpaee the King waa 
iiapraeeed by the action of tbo Oovertkor^General, but 
when Habdi All appealed to the Resident for euppoti 
it wae refhaed on the plea of non-intervention, with 
the eooseqoenn that all hia good intentiona were 
never realiaed. At the tame time that obedieooe 
waa thua paid to the oidere of the Diieeton, the 
Oovemor-Oeneral abowed by bU own aotioo, and by 
the he continually sent home reoosunend* 

ing vigorooa intervention in Oudb in the event of no 
amelioration taking place in ita government, that 
the only remedy for inaladmimatTatioa In the native 
States waa the vigilant auporvision of tba anpremo 
authority, which bit inatraotiona forbade him to exer- 
oiao. The vindication of Lord Dalbou^e'a annexion 
policy in 1856 would be found in the daapatehea 
of Lord William Bentinok in 1831 and 183a on the 
aubjoct of the internal condition of Oudh. 

The giavoet of all theee minor dlaturbanoea oocnired 
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in the Rlijpat etnte of J^pur. In the time of Lord 
Amberet we hed been eompelied to interrene in the 
meet energetic menner in the ef&un of thei etete. 
Tbe Indien Oovemment not only eppointod % per- 
menent Reeident, but beniebed an official named Jota 
R&m, who exerclied a pemioioua influence over the 
mother of the young lU^i. Although expelled from 
the etate the infloenoe of Jota Rim remained undi- 
minkbed, and hie faction formed tho raoet powerful 
and eoeigetio body in Jaipur. They spared no effort 
to discredit the minister who acted as Jota Rim's 
nioccasor and to embarrass the Britith Becidoot. 
They iQOoeeded so well in their machinations that 
tho British Resident felt obliged to recommend the 
removal of the minister as the step most likely to 
restore tranquillity to Jaipur. For a time tbe Rinf 
wae content Co carry cm tbe government by means 
of Mrae of bis creatures; but anoouraged fay her 
success abe at last demanded that Jota Rim should 
be allowed to return and resume hie post. With this 
request the Oovemmont of India also thought it wsU 
to comply. The succoas of the Rial in her dealings 
with tho English did not extend to her relations with 
tho thikura, or nobles of the State, who feigned no 
reepeot for a woman-regent, and who regarded Jota 
Rim Bs an sdreaturer'. 

The result of the conflict between the Rinf and the 
tbikon was that the former was continued in tbs 
regen^, but this arrangement waa not ooneluded 
until Sir Charles Metcalfe threw the weight of bis 
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penoiuU iDflu«ne« into Uie Matlo in support of » 
pacific acttlomellit. Mooh of tb« antipathy of tha 
Ihikun was due to the appraheosion Uiat the young 
R^& had been made away with, and the prodnotion 
of the youthful mter went far to allay the nupieiona 
of his foudatorloA, and sutfieed to procure for the lUnf 
a bare minority of votes when the BritUh Romdent sab* 
mitted to tho nobles of Jaipur the question of her to- 
taming the regency or not Among tho most pathetio 
ineidento of English history in India is the sudden 
appearanco of tho Biji—>a ehild of eight yean old, 
and the representative of a family whose ori|^ is lost 
in antiquity—from behind the pardah,and his throw¬ 
ing himself with touching eonfiJeooe in the justice and 
sympathy of English authority, into the anna of Sir 
Charles Metcalfe, and begging Utere protection for 
timimlf and respect for his motber. To such an 
appeal there soold only be one answer, and the eon- 
clava of noblee ratified the unexpressed wishes of 
the British representative. 

Such was the position of affair* in Jaipur when 
Lord William Bentinek became Oovemor-GeneraL It 
is not surprising to find that the new arrangement 
did not work satisfaetorily, and that Jota Rim on 
his restoration to ofBoe behaved worm than he had 
done before. His one thought was to cniieh hiotself 
SB rapidly as possible at the exponse of the peasant; 
but at the e s"M> time he did not ooneeal bis animosity 
to those tbikun who bad voted against the Rin(, and 
he endeavoured to ityure them in every way be could. 
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lid (p»nknt«« of the British Oovenimont luffieed to 
pxvMTro a hollow truoe omong the contonding psrUes, 
bat It wM ftitilo to psMsify tho unpaid soldiory, who 
hod to b« bribed into good-buoionr. Tbo thikura 
rNnoioed aloof and doftoQt, and ibe elevation of Jota 
Rdm to the post of ministor with the eosotion of tho 
British Oovemmoni did not oSeot that improvement 
which wu expected from this fresh oooes&ioa of dignity. 

Jota lUm woe enooureged by his saceoss to proceed 
to extremities against the thdkni*. He eortoilod 
their privUegee, and ottemptod to substitute his uwu 
troops for iheim in tho garrisoning of oortoin strong¬ 
holds. This step provoked a civil war in 1850, and 
os the non-interventioD theory was then in vogue the 
rival portiee were left for a time to fight out their 
qaarrel without our asaasUnoe or supervision. Sudi 
fighting os took ploee wm of a desultory and on- 
certoin ehoneter. It was only when Jota Kdin 
TTtwi fieM the territory of some of the ihikuis whom 
we hod guotmuteed in their poenssions that anything 
of a deeirivo naturo look plooe. In face of the threat 
of a Britieb force he was eompelied to abandon the 
intention of appropriating the tenitory of some of 
the principal nobles. Baffled in this project he hod 
recourse to other designs, in the midst of which, how¬ 
ever, he lost the sasistanee of the Bini, who died in 
]834. This event proved the beginning of more 
torions eompliooUans in Jaipur, for a few months 
later the young himself died, and it woe strongly 
■ospected from poiean. 
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Ab may be imegiaed, tbU oveat gnetly iscrtMcd 
tbe indignuUos and excitement of tbe tluUcurt, who 
at one* proceeded to Jaipnr at tbe lioad of their 
annod retainen. Jola Bim offered to raign, and 
Major Alves, tbe Political Agent, vaa ordorod to 
Jaipur to superiDtond the now arraDgements dbogo* 
saiy for the govemmeat of that ntaU. It was quite 
clear that Jota Bdm'a offer was insiiioore, and that ho 
would not resign his power without an effoii to retain 
it; hot tbe lengths to which he wonld go for tbe sske 
of ambition were only half suspected. His plot was 
marked by equal astoteiMies and audacity. He eu> 
ileavoured to divert suspicion from himself at the 
same time that ho had reeoeree to violent measures. 
By raising a popular disturbance on tbe vary day of 
the Political Agent’s arrival, and by luring aasaasina 
to morder the English offleera, ho hoped to ombroil 
the thikura with the Govemraent, and that he might 
he brought back to power through their being dia> 
ereditod. 

'Die first part of bis plot succecdod admiiahly. 
His omissaries raised a puhlio disturbance; the 
assassins wounded the Agent, whoae sssistant, Mr. 
Blake, was killed by tbe mob, and in the midst of 
tbe disorder and alarm somo thought that Jota BAm 
was the only person who could restore order. Hn- 
fortiinately for him the assassin had been taken 
prisoner, and eonfossed that bis instigators were Jsin 
bukera, eoonected by blood and intcrost with Jota 
RAm. Jota RAm and his brother were arrestod and 
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brought !o tri*L They were both tentenecd to de«th. 
bat tbie penalty wm oommuted to unpriioomeot for 
life in BritUb territory. The affaiia of Jaipur were 
finally a 4 )uatod by the Counoil of Regency for the 
now Fiji {who wm a mere child) being placed under 
the proteeiion of a BritUb Reeident itetioned per¬ 
manently at the capital Thm ended in the full 
aseertion of our power the long period of oonfnaicn 
which had disturbed tbo moet important of tbo 
lUjput statoa during ten yean, and it would have 
been better for it and for ue if that step had boon 
taken at a much earlier period. 

Oct relations with the other native etatee of India 
were not without their gratifying featuree. Among 
theee may be cited the refusal of the Ifabir^i of 
Patiila to aoeept interest on a loan of twenty lakha 
which he had very opportunely made to na Hie 
seme chief also sold to us for another tract of torritory 
the remainder of the dUfiriet of Simla, which was 
than be ginning to bs regarded as the most convenient 
eanitarinm in India, and the proper hoedquarten of 
the Oovemment during the hot weather. Our con¬ 
nexion with tbo plaoe wbioh is now so famous in 
Anglo-Indian life was not very old in the time of 
Lord William Bentinok. A portion of the bill on 
which it stands was retained by os after the war 
with Nepil in An Englieli officer erected 

the first residenoe (a (hatched, wooden cotUgs) there 
in »8 i 9, and three year* Uter thU building was 
eonverted into a aubatantial house. In iSad a itnall 
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uttlemeoi had apraag np^ to whiob tb» dudo of 
Simla was givan, aAd in i S17 Lord Aiohoni waa the 
fint Qovcnior>Oeneral to pay it a Tiait In 1830 
iLo ramainder of Uia hill waa obttdnod from tho 
Mah&it^A of Patiila in tho manner doaeiibod; and 
thonoaforward, irregolarly at flnt» hot in the and 
with imfajljog ponctoality, the Ooveminent of India 
moved ita headquarten to that ploaaaot reeori on the 
slope of the Himilayaa in the hot season of every 
year. 

Simla WAS not the only hill aanitsriom acqoired 
during the time of Lord William Beoiinck. One of 
his last acts was to purehase from the lUljd of Sikkim 
tbo flita on which Ddrjiling aUnds. After the war 
with the Ofirkbas in 1816 we restored that disthet, 
which they bad seised, to the Bigi; and it was not 
until 1855 that we aoqoired by purchaM the territory 
which was known nntU the other day as British 
Sikkim. Lord William Bentinok thus established tho 
two best*known bill stations and sanitaria in Northern 
India. 

One of the chief eharacteristics of Lord William 
Bentinok was bis desire to see things for himself. 
Certainly no English mler of India had visited ao 
many parts of the penioanla. In tbo first six months 
of his Eastern reudenoe he visited Burma, then 
reoeotly annexed. Every eammar saw him on tour, 
and when the accommodation of Simla wu found to 
be insufficient for the requirements of a headquarter 
staff be proceeded to Utakamand, the eanitarium of 
ic 
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Mtdm. ll w«A in soma dtgreo doe to thii habit of 
Moing tbisga for bimaelf that be obtained the n^uta* 
tion among AnglO’Indian offioiaU, which finds axprea* 
aion in tha pegee of Shore, of being' very auapioioua 
and obetinate.' Indeed, all that somowbat acrid eritie 
can find to say in hia favoor is that ' under Lord 
WiUiam Ueotinok's adminietration the foundation of 
much Bolid improvement haa been Imd in India'—a 
grudging and onwortby aummary of one of the most 
brilliant periods of reform in the history of the EngUah 
in India. 

Refermiee has been made to the fact that Lord 
WiUiam Bentinck found the Indian exchequer with 
a deficit of one million, and that ho left it with a 
snrplui of two milliona TUa waa not the only 
diffienlty with wluoh he had to oope. 
CaleutU passed through a grave eommereial crisis in 
the year 1833, when with hardly a sign of warning 
the five principal inoroantile firms of that city foiled. 
Their liebilitlos, which amounted to several milliona, 
infiietcd a moat serions and much felt lost on the 
Company’e eervants who, aUraeted by a higher rate 
of intcroet, bad deporited their eavinge with them. 
The oaose of their downfall seems to have been their 
exeeeaive expenditure, with a view of compoLing with 
the numerons rivals who appeared on the scene after 
the first withdrawal of the Company's oouunercial 
tirivUsgcs. Ihe efieots of this kson competition wore 
aggravated by the alow development of Indian trader 
which did not increase in the manner expected, and 



THE CALCUTTA PANIC 


*47 


wbicb WM in tb« cod o&lj stimulated by the intjx>- 
duetioo of steam navigatioo. That event came too 
late to avert the crash which destroyed the marebaat 
prinoos of Caloutta, and the Oovemmeni was belpkas 
to aveii it, or thought mote of itself profiting by the 
oeeasioxL Its efforts to borrow money had never 
pteyiously sueoeeded when offering len than five per 
eont. but Lord William Bcntinok was quick to see the 
opportunity funushod by the discredit of the privato 
firms, and brought out in 1834 a four per eeni. loan, 
wbieh was very readily taken up. The windiDg 
up of the oflaire of the honae of Palmer and Co., 
of Haidarib&d. which bad failed in the tinM of 
Lord Amherst, produced much litigation daring the 
Oovenior'Qexifiialship of Lord William, and oon~ 
stiiuted anoUisr oommermal incident of importaoee 
which should be manUoned, although space is not 
availahls to enter into the details of an exceedingly 
intricate and delicate matter. It is curious to note 
that one portion of the bnsinese, that relating to the 
claims of the i-epreMataiiTes of Sir William Rumbold, 
who was a partner in the firm, was only settlod 
a short time sgo by the considerate and generous 
action of the present reigning Nisam. 

In October, 1833, Lord William Bentinek 
the command of the army on tho rotiromont of Sir 
Edward Barnes, and thus eombined the functions of 
Commander-in-chief and Qoveroor-OeneraL Hus 
union of tbo highest civil and military posts bad 
oeeurred on two previous oeeasiona, in 1786 when the 
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UftiqnU ComwallU held both officee, end agein ia 
1813 in the person of the Ifarquis of HsstiDgs. 

Hentioa ahotild not be omittod of Lord William 
Beotioek's 'ms^nifioent hospitality,' to use the words 
of tfr. Groriilo. Ho was the first English raler to 
entotaio on a largo sealo, and oodor his auspioes the 
hraakfasta and roeoptions at OoToromont House 
became a rooognisod Ainetion for limplUying the task 
of administnUoa and for establishing social relations 
between naitvos and Europeans, tn ibis portion of 
his duties bo was greatly aasistod by his wife, whom 
Sir Charlss Hetoalfo described as ‘a most engaging 
woman,' and whoso ebaritias wore famous during hor 
stay in India, and much missed after her departure. 
The best description of her charaoter and Tiiiues is 
that given by Mr. Qreville after her death in May, 
1843. It ahould be read for the light it throws on 
the character of one who was most nearly aasoolated 
with Lord William Bentinok in his publie career of 
forty yesus, but about whom the records of Oovem* 
roent are unavoidably silent 
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Or all the aot« aiwooiat»<l with ib« adnunifintioa 
of Lord WUliuD Bentinek ihen waa noQ« moro im> 
portont or of grootor eeiis*qu«ae« than the new 
education policy inasgurated in 1834, which woa 
based on the ostablishment of English os the official 
language of the oouatxy. This policy was on inno* 
vation, and was regordod by ooiao of (ho most 
exporieneed men in India oa full of danger. The 
East India Company respecUd the language on well 
os the nligion and eustotna of the people, and the 
OrientalUt school predicted innumerable evils and 
inisfoitane* from any attempt to interfere with it. 
To introduce English into the ecbools and to make 
it the vobiolo of knowledge woe repreemted os 
deatmetlve of the notional learning, and to lobstitute 
the tongue of tbo European oonqueror for Persian in 
the oourta of law os certiun to be followed by unpopn- 
larity, if not aboolute onimoaity. In support of these 
views were to be found such vonerable names os the 
Prinsops ; but they wen too far-fetched to carry the 
weight to which thooe wbo held them wore entitled 
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bj their ImguUtie ettauuneota end sympathy with 
the oatiTae of lodiv The English school, as it was 
termed, was eomposed of yonnger mea, and repre* 
sented the more pracliesJ side of Indian administration. 
The late Sir Charles TroToIyan and Ur. RoseoU Colvin, 
who was Governor of the North-West Provinoes in 
the first days of the Uuiiny, were Its principal leading 
men Sir Charles Uetcalfe and otben of the leaders, 
and of the day supported them. 

It may bo doubted how tho oonteet would have 
reeulted between theee two opposing parties but 
for the efforts and genius of Macaulay. The Charter 
Act of 1835 provided for the appointment of an 
additional or Law^member to the Council of the 
Qovemor-General, and the post was offered to 
Mr. Macaulay, vrfao had shown himself the ablest 
supporter of the India Bill in the House of Com¬ 
mons. He arrived in India before the end of tho 
year, arid be at onee took a controlling part in 
tha discuMion of all matters relating to education 
and legal reform. It heppeimd (hat at the moment 
of hie airival tho sulyeet of edooation was a burn¬ 
ing topic on acoonnt of the difference of opinion 
prevailing in the Oeiveral Committee of Public In¬ 
struction. The question in dispute was aa to the 
prinotplco on which the Qovemment subeidiee should 
be allotted to the different ooUegea Chat had been 
established by English initiative sinee Warren Hastings 
footkded the firat of them—the Calcutta College—in 
the year 1781. The main principle at stake was the 
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quwtioa of the Iftoguiigo is whicli butraotioo ihoold 
b« givon, And U>e diforeoce botwoeo the oppoiiDg 
pAiiioi bu booa suniiaed op thva;— 

‘Htlf of tbo Comtnittoe calUd tfi« *'Oriontoliitf" were 
ftr tbe oeotimution of the old tretom of etipeodi teneUe fiw 
twelTo or fifteen jenre. to (tadmta of AmUo tad Snniknt, 
tod lor libend expenditnre on the publioetioo <S workt in 
theno Ungnngoc. 1110 ether half, o^od the *' AngUewta," 
dcaired to tedaeo the expenditace on atipoadi held by "luy 
ead ftapid eohoolboyf of 30 end 35 yoon of ece," and to 
eat down the tame InTuhed oa Benekrit and Arehie prating. 
At thii Juncture, Ooremmaat reqaeeted the Coonittee to 
prepuw n mImum of inefcmetion for e college at Agm. The 
Comnittee were ntterly aoaUe to agree oa any plan. Five 
nembera ware ia favour of Arebie, Pendan, and Sanelcnt 
iMming, and five in fovoor of SnglUh and the veraacttlar, 
with Jnet to raueh of the Oriental learned langaagee ae 
would be oeoea«ry to aatiaiy local piejadioca.’ 

Mneaulay 00 mriTuig in India was appointed Preei* 
dent of thii Committee, hot he refused to act aa euoh 
until tbo GoT«nor-G«neral bad decided upon the lan> 
guage of instruction. In hk ospaeity of Legislative 
member of Council, bowevsr, he was neither diffident 
nor inactive, and when the question was brought 
before Coanoil by the rival parties, who addressed 
their arguments in the form of letters, dated aist and 
33nd January, 1855, respeetively, be expressed hia 
views on the matter in dispute in a masterly minuto, 
dated and February of that year, and from which we 
must quote tbe following parsgrephi, ss H is Im- 
poesiblo to describe tbe points In dispute in clearer or 
more expresatve language 
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‘ It doM not appear to nt« tiiat the Act of Pariiaswot can 
by aa7 art of coiutnietioD bo toado (o bear the Ktanuig 
viiiieb bu bocn aMtgtttd to it It eontaiaa Dotltiag about 
tbe partinJar laugoagea or aeteneoo wliieli aro to bo otadiod. 
.... It ia argaed, or latber taken for graiitod, that Vjr 
Ihcratoro tbo Parliamoiit ran haro meant on)/ AraUo and 
f^aaacrit Utcrataro, Uiat U107 uavor weald bavo gtrat Uto 
>Knoiirable apfidlation of “ a learned nativo ’* to a natiro who 
wai fiuaillar with the pootij of Milton, tho Bwt^qthTBoo of 
Loeko) and tbo phjiiea of Nowtou; but that the/ meant to 
doslRnato bjr that name only euch ponona oa might bavo 
itadied in tbo aamed booka of tbo Uindoo oU tbo mea of 
knaa-gnae and all the mjaterloo of abaorption Into tbe Deit/. 
Thla dooe not appear to be a very mtufiotoiy intorprvtation. 
To take a paralltl oaoe; tappooa tbat tba Faafaa of Egypt, a 
country oaoe anperior In knowledge to tbe natione of Enrc^ 
bit DOW Bonk sir below thorn, were to apfRojiriato a am for 
tbo pnrpooo-of "rovivii^ and promoUng litoratoro and 
encouraging learned nativoa of Egypt,** would anybody inftY 
that bo Boont tbe youtb of bis Fatbalie to give yean to tbo 
ktody of hieroglypbiot, to aeorcb into all tbo doetriiioa 
iliagmiod nwlor the fabk of Ooiria, asd to oiea-taui with all 
jnaaiblo aoooraoy tbo ritnal with whieJi cata and ouiOBt were 
aaeiently odoredt 'Would bo bo jotUy rliorged with in- 
coniiitosiey, if inktoad of employing bii yoang aobJoeta ui 
docipbaring obaHaka ba wu« to order them to be iiwtraototl 
ia the Ebglieli and FroDob langnagoe^ and in nil tbe ooionen 
to wlueh tbooe langnagoi aro tbe obiof koye I... 

■ Tbo odmlren of the Oriental lyatm of oduottlon hove 
need another aignment wbieb, if we edmit it to be valid, ia 
deowiva againat all ehaoge. Tboy eonoeire tbat tbe pnblie 
faitb it pledged to tbe present lyatan, and tJiat to a)W tho 
apjvopriatiou of any of tho fuuda which bavo hitherto been 
epont in cneouraging tho etudy of AraUe and Sanskrit would 
Iw downright t|ioliatioa. It is not oaay to understand by 
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«1jM iwoobn of TtMouing tliij oan ll•v• urivod At tfcia 
ttnclusioo. Tbo gTABto vUieli u« niAd* Avra tbi pnUM 
pone for tbo eneouiAgemat of litantare differ in no reopoct 
rnn tbe gnuU wliicb on taade fnas tbo mm pone far 
■Xlnr objoeto of reel or luppeeed utility. We foimd a 
■AOA torium on B ipot whieli ve euppoee to be bcelthy. Do 
«e ther^ pledge oonelm to keep a auiAtorioB then if 
(be reettU ebeuld net Bmwer onr cxpeetAtioMt We eom> 
nenoe the erection of n pier. Ii it n violetioB of the {mbUe 
faith to Btop tbe worke if *e Afterwanla eee reneoB to iMltere 
thBt the bmlding vUI be seeleee I Tbe rights of property on 
ondoahtodly eeered. But nothing endengmn three rigfati eo 
mnob ee the preetioe DOW naheppSy too eommoo of Bttribntii^ 
then to thing* to which they do not belong.... 

'All pertiee eeen to be egned on one punt, that the 
dielecte conunealy epehen eiDoiif the netivee of thii peri of 
Indie ecuUln neither HUrery nor eoiaitJfio ioTorTnetion, nod 
Bi* monover eo poor end nde thet niiti) they on enridwd 
firooi eosM otlwr qaerter it will not be ee^ to tnoilnte nay 
VBluBble work into them. It ceonu to be Admitted on bU 
|l>«> tht inteUeetoBl impnrMneat of tboie olBMie of the 
people wbo here tbe xneBne of iwrauing higher etsdiee etn 
St preeoat be «Sc«tcd oniy by menne of boom iBsgcBge not 
renucnlBT amongit them. Whet then ehell that teogoage 
be t One helf of the Oommittee mBuitnin that it dtonld be 
tbe Eof^ieh. Tbe other half etrtmgly reecnunend (he 
Anbie and Sandmit. Iba whole qneetion eecini to me to 
be which langnage k the beet worth knowing! I here no 
knowledgo of either Saruerit or Ambio. But I hare doM 
wbat 1 eould to form a comet eetiinato of their value. I 
bare read tnnalaliooa of the moat celebrated Arabic and 
Sanekrit worka- I have oonveriad both here and at bom 
with men dutlngniebed by their proScleney in the Eeotere 
Uoguea. I am quite ready to talm the Oriental laaming at 
the valuation of tbo OrieoUliita theaMlvee. I have ttevtr 
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ibvBd o» tnong U«ai oouM d«iy tl»»t • ring}* ihtU of 
ft (ood Bnwiwoa librory wm worth »bft wbolo Botiro Uum- 
toro of Indift w»d Arahk. Tbo iatriawo roperiority of the 
Wokera UterEtBTO w foDy ^ **«»• “"o'**™ 

of tbo OioiBiIttoo iupport Ih* OrimUl pUn of odoeUion. 
It will hardly bo diopaUd, I wippooo, *h»t U>o dop*rt»eBkrf 
litentoro in whioh th* Bootorn wriUn otand highirt k 
portly. And 1 «rt*inly now mot with any Orirtitallot 
who tontntod to maintain that tho AraWo and Saaokrit 
pootiy eonld bo eompftrod to that of the gnat Enr^n 
natiena. Bot wUn wo paa from worla of inuginrtiw to 
worfca in wluoh foot* aro roeorded and gonenl prinoiplw 
uirootigrtod tho oupcriority of tho Enropoana booome* 
•bKtlBtdy faatDoaaurabU. It ii, I boHovo, no oxaggorrtion 
to mytlat ali the hktorical information whisk haa Iwon 
ooHsotod from all tho hooka written in tho Sanslciit langnago 
b toia Taloahlo than what nay bo foond in the moat paltry 
abridgmenU uaad at proparatory aeboob in England. In 
#Y«7 brueh of phy^ or moral philooophy tho rrirtira 
poaitioa of the two natiena b noorly tho aomc. 

> How then ftanda the omI -Wo haw to oihieaU o pooi^lr 
who cannot at prosont bo odueatod by laoauo of (holr noUwr 
tongns. Wo mnat toacb them torn foreign biignogo. Tlw 
claima of onr own langoago it b hardly necoMary to riea- 
pitalata. It rtaada pro-ominonl mn among tho langotgM of 
Ibo Wmt. It aboontU with worki of imagination not inforior 
to tho nobletl whioh OroMo haa boqueathod to oa; with 
raodob of oeery apceiea of otoquonca; with birtorieal 
mnporiti««< wluoh eonaiderad morely aa norratirea litre 
letdom ottipaaoed, and whioh eontidtrod a« rchuko of 
rthbol and politioal initrootion have never been oquallrd ; 
with Jiat and lively roprooontationa of human life md 
heman nature; with tho moot profoond apocolation on 
motaphyika, moraU, govartimant, jurbprodooco, and trade; 
with toll and oorraet informatioo retpocting every oxperi* 
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bmclUI Kuon which tcnda to pracrrc Ibc bnlth, to iacrMOo 
tbo oonfort, or to expood iho istclUct of mu. Whoorer 
lowwi that lotifBoco bai ntAj aeccoo (o all tha vaat 
iataUootsal wealth wbkh all tha wiaaat aationa of iha aarlh 
have cnatad and hoaidad la the CMne of niiMt)' gacarmtioor. 
It aaj oafal^ ba wud that tha litaraturo now axtaat in that 
iangaaga ia of far greater Ttloa thaa all iha tileratura which 
300 jrtan ago waa extant is all tha laoguagaa of the world 
together. Kor ia tliia all. In India, Engliahia tha Ungnage 
ipokan bjr tha inling ola*. It ia ijiokan ^ the bigW 
■fi— of aatirta at tha aeaU of Goaaraaiant. It ia likalp to 
the langoage of conmerca throughout tha bmw of tha 
Eaat. It ia tha lan^aga of two gnat Enropaau co n unpnttiea 
which are riaing, tha one in the aoath of Afiica, the other ia 
Anatnlaala; eooiDiuntiaa whieh an crerp pear baeoming 
owra iraportant and moro elcaaljr eonoMted with our ladiae 
Eapire. Whothar wa look at the intrioiie raltM of ear 
litantan or at tha particahr litoatlon of thb oouairy wa 
■hall aoa tha atrongaat roaaon to think that of all foraiga 
loagnaa tha Engtiah tongna ia that which would ba the lacat 
OMfol to oar natiae anbjaeta. 

' Tiu) qnaation new Mon ua ia ahnplp wbetbar, wbaa k 
ia in oar power to teaob thla language, wo aball toaoh 
Iwiguagea ta which b/ tuiiranal ecnfcaaioii then am no 
hooka on anp tuhitot which daaerre to ba ooupaced to oar 
own; whotber, wbon wo can teach European aeiaaooi wa 
A.n ajttoma whieh b; oniraraal oonfeocion whenarer 

tha; difler from thoaa of Eoropa diffar for the woraa; and 
whether, when wo can patrooiae loand philoooph; and truo 
hiatotj, wa aball eountamnoa at iha public expanaa medical 
doetiinaa which would diagnoa an Engliib farrier, aatr^ 
bob; which would more laughter ia girla at an Knglirit 
boaiding-aebool, hiatory abounding with kinga thirty faed 
high and roigna 30,000 yean long, and gaograph; made op 
of aaaa of traaelc and aaaa of butter,... Tbo langn^ea of 
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WMt«o Earope ecvUuod Roa^ I cauinot doalA tkat iImjt 
viU & for th* Hindu what thay hav* dam for Um Tartar.... 

' Tba fact that tha Binda lav la to be learnod <f doily from 
Hauakrit looica and tba Uuhommadaa law from Anble booka 
Ima baeo muek tnaialad on, hot aeoma not to boar at all on 
the qamlim. Wa are oommatidad bjr IWliameat to aaentalu 
and digoat Um lava of Indi^ 71 m aamatamo of a Imv 
C omniaaloB Ima baao ^tod to oa for that purpooe. Aa aeon 
aa tba oode ia promolgatad tha Shaatara and tba Hadaya will 
ba Tunlaaa to a Mdscif or Sadr Amin. I bopa and troot 
that bafon tha boya who ara now ontaring at tba Madmm 
n«d tha Sanakrit OoUaga Itaro ooraplotad their itadlaa Uda 
great work wilt bo fiuidiad. It woold be maidfaaUy aboard 
to adoeata tba rlalng ganaration with a view to a ctata of 
thiogi vbkb wa mean to altar before they raaeb matihood. 

‘ Bat there la yet another arguueat vhi^ oeema evau more 
antambla. It ia aniid that tba Banakrit and Arable are tba 
languagN in whicb tba nered books of a hucdrad miltieoa of 
people ara written, and that they ara on that aceouot et»> 
titlad to paoolkr enooaiagemant. Aiaorcdly it is tba dsty 
of tba British aovaramaDi in India to la not only toicntit 
let aaiitral on all religioea qnetUoDa. Bat to anoocngetiia 
atody of a litcratora adautt^ to ba of Bnali intriosie Taloa, 
only tliat litcratora iacalcatca tba moat seriona errors 

on tba moat impeitaat anlgaeta, ia a eoeraa hardly laeoD- 
with raaaon, with morality, or even with that vary 
neutrality which ooglit, as wa all agroe, to ba sacredly pnnaed. 
It is aoofsaMd that a language ia barren of naefril knowledge. 
Wa are to teach it beoanaa it ia fndtfril of momtraaa 
auperstitiena. We ara to teach falsa hiatoiy, fiilaa aationomy, 
falaa madieina, beeania wo find tbam in company with a 
falaa taligioit. Wa abelain, and I trust sImU ahrayi ahatain, 
ikon giving aqy pnblia enDOoragament to tboaa who an 
angaged in tba work of oonvartiug natives to ChriiUanity. 
And while wa aet thus cam wa naacambly and dacenUy bribe 
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man out of Uio reYonoeo of ti» ttato to w»it# tWr yootli ia 
korniag bow tbejr an to purify tbeouolrca altor toaotuDf «a 
aa^ or wbot Uit of ibo Voilai tboy m« to ropoat to axpiato 
tbe oriiM of Irilliog a goat t... 

‘ To aum up wtiot 1 kara nU. I ibtnk it clear that «a 
are Bot fetfored by any pUdgo aapreared or implW; that 
WB ar« free to employ onr fooda aa wa diocM; that wa 
ought to employ them in tcaobiog wbat b beat woath 
knowing; that Bi^lUh b bolter worth koowing than 
SaDtkrit or Arabic; that tbe aatiTai aro detiroM to be 
taogbt BngUafa, aad arc not doeirooa to be tsaght Saoakrit 
or Arebio; that oaitber aa the languagoa of law nor aa tba 
boguagM of roligioB bare tbe Sanakrit and Arahie any 
olain to oar etkoodragenent; tbat it la pomlblo to 
rMko nativea of Uib country tboronghly good Ssgltik 
fcbobra, and that to Ibla end oar efforU ought to ha 
direetod' 

Tbe argumcDta reoorded in thU muteily Umuto 
are uoaoswerable, and leave UUla or nothing fhrUiar 
to be atod on the aobjeet of making the Kogliah Ian* 
goago tbe vehicle of inatniction in India, bot tbe 
deliberate opinion of a practical Anglo-Indian ad- 
miniatxator like Sir Cbarlea Metoal/e moat iacrea* 
Oto weight atlaching to the logia and acamea ^ 
played in llaoaulay'e expoaition of tbo qneation. 
And Motcalfo wrote the following pUin words on tbe 
The EnglUh langw^ soetDS to mo to be 
the ^b.nnel through whicli we aro moat Hkely to 
eoDvey improvement to the nativea of India. 

Before Maoanlay arrived ia India, Lord William 
BenOnck bad abown that hia aympatbiea were in 
fcTOor of English edncaaon. Among other aeto 
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pointiog to tlus ooaclanon m^y b« dtod hit inviUtion 
to Kruheo B«o, liMd mMt«r of tKe tohoo) ot S 4 g*r, 
to vuii Calcutta &t hia own penonal axpenaa, ao that 
ha might beoome bottar aeqwuntad with European 
waya and eiviliaation. In aaob vidta and penoaal 
oontaot ho mw th« boat meana of opontng tha minda 
of naUrea to tho benoflta of odaoatioo. FuD ax* 
preadon waa givan to thoaa viawa in tba oolabratod 
Raaolutlon of Iforeh 7. 1635, which finally doercad 
that Bngliah ahould bo the oSoial langoaga of India. 

Tho Oriaotaliata pridad tbomaelyea on being tba 
bettor Manda of the Indiana, and they oonaidered that 
tha blow dealt to thair claarieal languagea would 
cramp tha political future and injure the iutaiteta 
of tha naUvea. Exparicneo baa refuted theae opiniona, 
if indeed they were erer tenable. Ihere can be no 
doubt that the atwleuta of Sanakrit and Arabic would 
never have been admitted to the aama ahare with our* 
•elvea in tha govamment of India that they now 
poaoBaa ai fluant maatora of the Eogliab language. 
The Oricntoliita were in readity the enemiaa of the 
Hindu raoe, and the Eogliah rofonnen, beaded by 
Lord William Bentinck, Macaulay, and Metoalfe. ita 
true friooda. The latter were right not only in prin¬ 
ciple, but in anticipating that tbenativea would uaater 
our language with oaeo, and booome aa fluent in 
it as the autgeci Oaula and Afrieana beoamc in 
the Inparial langoaga of Home. Even if the raauli 
bad funmhed a leaa oonpleto vindioation of their 
viawa it would atill have been impoarible to arraign 
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ibcir policy, for it wm Um ooly one oapablo of 
fyjBg the requinmenU of *n alien domination euoh 
ao we ^ and at the aame tine 

of providing the inhalutanU with a legitimate ehaie 
in the governineni of their eountiy. There auat of 
necoMity be Bome bond of onion between the ruling 
power and the subject if the relatiooabip is to prove 
endnring, and in India it is out of the question to 
expect that cither race or religion will supply the 
desired link. There was loft only language, and it 
oannot be doubted that if English had not been 
placed in a superittf poaitlon to every other language 
spoken in India there would have remainod a wide 
and unbridged abyw between the rulers and the ruled. 
He educated native of India, whether be bo Hindu 
or Mubammadan, now spoaka Eugliab with as mueb 
fluenoy as can be expected in the use of a foreign 
tongue, and there is no doubt that to this cause is 
mainly doe tbo growing eonvietion in India that tho 
interests of the two oountriea are identioah That 
native opinion baa taken this desirable ootirso is 
largely if not exclusively attributable to the resolution 
adopted by Lord William Bcntinck in Hareh, 1835, 
to mako English the official language of India for 
admission into the poblie service and for tbo diapeiua* 
UoB of justice in its higher forms. 

Tho mention of admission into the publio servioe 
suggests (he consideration of the most important 
eoasoquenoo of resolution. From the evidence 
produced before the Select Committee in 1653, on the 
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oooMioii of tbo fin&l KOfiWkl of tho ISut India Con* 
jytny’a Obortor, It appeared that the olauee In the 
Aot of 1833 relating to the odmiuloa of DOtivee to 
higher appointmeote woe iooertod at th« inetonoe of 
Lord William Benlinok, who never eeoeed to reoom- 
jnond Ite adoption, and with thie podtivo ttetemenl 
before as it will be readily andotetood how deUrnuoed 
Lord William Reotinek woe to make English tho 
basie of edooation in Indio. If the cdocatioD reeolu* 
tion bod not been carried into effbot the elaoM in tbo 
Charter Aet on tbo vuhjeot of tbo einploymont of 
natives would bavo been a dead letter, and it would 
have been impossible Cor Sir Cborlss Trevelyan to 
have placed on rceord in hie evidence before the Sdeci 
CommiUco of 1855 thU important opinion 

‘ To Lord ^llUm Bcotlnek boloogs the great pcatM el 
hsviag ptsecd our dooiiaioD la India 00 its propor foimda* 
tion in th* meegnitiou of the great priociple that India it 
to be goverxiid for the bteiBt of tho lodiaiu, sod (hot tbo 
adrantogH vfaloh we dative horn it should only be each m 
ue ioeideuUl to, snd Inferential from, that ooureo of 
proceodinf.' 

If T^nglikb bod not been odoptod there wonld have 
been no poalbility of the admission of natives of 
India to the higher brooches of tbo eorvioe. in whioli 
they have sineo shown eonspicuons ability, and re> 
duoed the cost of govenunent. The otlvocoey of the 
only possible common loogooge formed port of the 
policy of eduesdiou and enlightenment which U 
rightly oseoelated with the name of Lord William 
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Beotinck, and Iho eOMomnukting act of hii pro¬ 
motion of a kaowlcdgo of ^tglish litoratur* and 
odoaeo, ae well as of the English tongue, among the 
edueatad classes of India As the nault it wu said 
that' tho scale of estimatton in which natives were 
held by Europeans was advanced by Lord VlUiom 
Bentinck.' This improvement was nadoml the more 
apparent by the marked decline in the consideration 
in which oativee wen held tiuit followed the depaitore 
of Lord William Bentinck—a daoUno which showed 
the inevitable reaction among the oAeial elaasss, who 
had not roganled the Govemor-Oenenra policy with 
favour, aitd who wae naturally disinclined to treat on 
any terms of equality the then uneducated Bengalis. 
The work of placing the aooial relations of ths two 
races on a paruantntly aatiifsotory basis roust bs 
a matter of timo, and it is only neoeesary to sts^ 
that Lord William Bentinck laid the foundatiou for 
a better condition of things. 

Tbe question of the Pms is intimately oonseetod 
with tliat of education. Sir John Kayo statce that 
' the Preas bad been practically bee for the whole 
period of the administration of Lord ^t'ilUam Ben* 
tinck,’ but his departure left the crowning act in the 
emancipation of the Press for bis devoted lieutenant 
and temporary sucoeasor, Sir Charles, afterwards Lord, 
Metcalfe. This' was effbeted in June, 1833, by the 
repeal of the Preas Begulations of 1813. Lord 
WUliam'a Press policy had been, with one exception, 
marked by groat libei^ity and by a breadth of view 
L 
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which WM not too eommon tn the Eoglead of bl« day. 
Hib true aentimentB bmid to have been expreved when 
he Kaid th>t ‘he knew of no Bubjcei which the Prcaa 
might not fairly d»euBa.* The eomewhat different 
line that bo took in connexion with the Baita eeae, 
when the final orden of the Conrt were given, was to 
be expluaed by Oie special elreoTnetsneee of the tine. 
Tho feelings of the military offioen of the Company 
were very eseitod at the proposed redaction of their 
roost ehoriebod perquisite, and it was absolutely necea* 
sary after a very free disoiiBBioD of the queation daring 
several yean to peremptorily eloie it» when it bad 
been deoded beyond poasibility of dispute that Batta 
should be rodnood. It was in epecial relation to 
this matter and not as a geoeral principle that Lord 
WilUam Bentlnok wrote the santenee which has for* 
nished bis enemies with a charge of ineonsistcD^a 
that 'it is necessary in my opinion for the public 
wfety that the Prcaa in India should be kept under 
the meet rigid contruL* With regard even to the 
question os to whrther officials should be allowed to 
eontribote to the newspapers he was disposed to take 
a lenient view and to give them considerable latitude, 
always provided that they did not make use of 
official information to critieiM the acts of their im¬ 
mediate anporiors. 

In the three great questions whicli were roally 
dependent on Uie oeleeUon of English os the language 
tn bo used by the Government and its agents, Lord 
William Bentinck took a prominent and active part 
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OB tb« aid* of Dative prognaa. Tboao qaeatiose were 
the admiaaion of nadvea to the higher gradce of the 
public aarvioe, the diMemination of modern cnltare 
among tho upper claaoea of Uia nativoB with a viav to 
their admiaaion on terma of Mendahip into European 
aooiei/, and, thirdly, tho emancipation of the Prem for 
the porpoae of ervating aod atrengthenlng a healthy 
poblie opinion. It ia impoaaible to meaanie the 
mag&itade of the lervioe oonforred on the Indian 
peoplea by Lord William Bentanek in all these mat* 
tcia. Tho most severe criticiam that can be levelled 
at hii proceodii^ ia not that be was wrong is hia 
policy, or that the prindplea upon which it vraa based 
were untenable, but that he was putting them in 
praotioe aomowbat before tho tamo vraa ripe. The 
position of the Indian Qovemment, with Its 
>nnti«l deficit and growing reaponsibilitiea. forbade 
the pootpoDoment of the admisrion of natives of India 
into the publio aerrlce. It waa absolutely India* 
pensablo to employ the only men who oouM work for 
a reasonable payment, aod who moreover poeseaaed 
a perfect knowledge of the obaiaotor and c u atoma of 
tho governed. A pemstence in keeping the adnunia* 
tration of liadis at an exclusive monopoly for the 
Domineea of the East India Company woqM have 
in hankmptoy. In the mi^or pari of bis reform 
Lord Wiiliam Bentiock therefore did not act too soon. 
Bo opened the gatea of tbs public service partly 
he saw that it wu a mistaken and impomible 
p<dioy to exolttde the natives of India from a fuller 
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■hftre In Ui* govemment of Ibo eountry, oad portly 
bMOOM it WM DaooMory to mluco the expenoM of 
gOTerament. Both English and native intereiU 
were beoefltod in Uw long ran, and the service 
to bis own ooontiy was not leas real tboogb leas 
apparent that randerod to the aativoa of 

India. This poKey explains and joatifios the passage 
with which Maeaalay olosca his brilliant essay on 
Lord CSiva when be speaks of 'the venczation with 
which the latwt generation of Hindoa will oontean* 
plate the statue of Lord Williain BenUnek.' 


CHAPTER IE 


Extxrvai. Affaim 

AtTHOCOH th« Qovemor - a«aei»Iabi]» of Lord 
William Beotanck wm MMOtially poaoefbl, and id 
wtjtin interoat oontrod in domoatio and admlnistra* 
tiTe rafonxM, it muat not bo ouppooocl that oxtomal 
afiain proaonlod no featnrea of inportanee, or that 
during hio touuro of power the foroiga policy of 
Tnttia. hooaxDO pnwstioally a dead letter. If there waa 
no formgn war, and if tnuiqnillUy waa maintained 
ou the frontiera. there were still negotiationa that 
exoreiaod a oonaiderable influence on the policy of 
India and bar neighboun in fbture yean, and dorisg 
the whole of hie stay in tbe country the oooieo of 
events west of the Indoa was oarefoUy watched, 
and what the boat policy would be in oe^U^o even* 
tuaUtiea formed a aubjoci of constant diaouiBOD in 
offioial drelee. It may seem atrange, but it ia none 
the leaa a fact, that Anglolndlana vrera then divided 
into acboola of forward and atatiooary poiioica quite 
aa moeb aa now, and that the poatibiUiy of a Roaaian 
invasion of India waa diaoaaaed at freely aa it baa 
lieen ainoe. While some srdent spirita advocated the 
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konexAiion of the Fanjab and Sind, and wished to 
bare oommeroial agacts at Rlbul, Herit, and even 
Bokhara, othsn dopreoated any adTanoo beyond 
the Sutlej, and would have left the custody of the 
Indus (which Akbar called the ditch of Delhi) to 
the Sikba The unportant Minute with which this 
chapter U cloaod shows that Lord William Bentinck 
was deeply interested in all these qriestions, and that 
he had a definite opinion as to how they should be 
treated. 

The most important branch of tho foreign polioy 
of the Qoecrament of India in Lord William Beotlnck's 
time was unquestionably the relations to be main¬ 
tained with Banjft Singb, the powerful ruler of the 
Sikhs. Those relatione had sabsisted for mure than 
twen^ yean when be assumed charge of the goTcm- 
ment, but the increasing interest tn Afgh&nistdn, 
owing to the prolonged uncertainty as to whether tho 
soTsrdgn power in that stnto would finally fall to 
Dost Muhammad or Shtga ul Uulk, rendered them of 
special intcrcet during the last three yean of Lord 
William's stay in India. In 1805 Baiyit Singh was 
merely one of the chiefi of the Pniyah, but three 
years later he had become geaerally known as the 
Habiit^d. When tho Indian Oovemment, alarmed 
by Napoleon's sobemca in Persia for the inTsaion of 
India, soot in ifto8 earoys to Kdbul and Toherdn, 
it also resolved to depute an officer to the camp 
of Ranjlt Singh with the view of negotiating a de- 
foasivo alliance and ooncerting measures for the 
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protection of the Punjeb end British Indie. Mr. 
Meteelfe, then e young men, wes enliuited with this 
mueion, end executed it with exoeptionel teot end 
ebility. But, stoenge to sey, Renjit Slogh, of ell 
the poteotetee w« epproecbod, was the only one in¬ 
disposed to pley e friendly per^ 

Our a^nt decleml that ‘our propomtions wets 
met hy the roost striking display of joeloosy, distrust, 
end sneptoioa,’ end that Beojit Singh thought only 
of turning the preeence of the British mission in his 
ceoip to edveotego for his own psnonel ends. His 
Dieio object wes to ioeorporete in his dominion the 
Sikh steles lying boiwoen the SuUsj end the Jumna, 
but es eooo es tbs Indian Oovemrooal roelieed his 
intentions it forbade his intorrentioa in that quarter 
by taking the stetoe of Petiile end its neighboun 
under its own spedel protection. Although Beiyil 
Singh resorted to erery dovioe within the scope of 
diplomeoy to etteio bis olyeot, ho yieidod with a 
good greoe when bo found that we were in oemest, 
end that be could only oen-y out bis policy by 
appealing to e force which he did not poeeesa. For 
twenty ysen after the mbeion refemd to Beiyft 
Siogb preserved e friendly, if vigilant^ policy towards 
US, end if Mr. Motoslfo failed in the imnediete object 
of his fni—iftw , be woe so far successful that be pro¬ 
vided the basis of a more cordial undoretonding. 

Immediately after the arrival of Lord Wil li s m 
P^ntinoV one of those frontior disputee which oocnoi 
tie avoided between neighbouring etetes arose in 
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eosBoxlcm with Wadwkn, but its sstLs/sctoiy or. 
nogemsDt abov«d Uist the Puiysb ruier knew 
botv to gneofuiljr retreat when be could not carry 
bis jMinL This incident dnks into insigiufioanee 
beside the more important mattors that aroee oat of 
the attempts of the Durini exile, ShiUi Shuja al Hulk, 
to rceoTor the Afghin throne by the aid of Raojit 
Singh and the British Oovemment In June, 1M29, 
he wrote aequainting the Indian OoTomment with 
bis proposed alllanoo with Banjit Singh for tho 
reeovery of Kdbol, and it so happened that llw 
reooipt of this letter ooinoided witli iostructiorts 
ftnm home to aocjuire the control of trade on the 
rirer Indna. Although we did not then comply witli 
bis request, he was not disoouraged from bis under* 
taking by the British Oovemnient, which provided for 
■ him and his family a liberal pension. The first stop 
taken by Lord William Bentinek towards oarrying 
oat his instructions was to eommenee n<gotiatioiu 
with the Amirs of &nd for opening the Indos to 
Indian eommeree. The negoUations took some time, 
but at last a treaty was signed in April, 1850, and a 
sabaoqnent oonvention was concluded in December, 
1854. At the eame time thst it negotiated with the 
power which held the approach to the Indue frxnn 
the sea, tho Indian Oovemment made friendly over* 
iatte to Banjii Singh, wboee attitude had become 
more oonciliatory to us. A special mUaion under Um 
charge of Alexander Bumee, who was entnuted with a 
letter from W’illiam IV and a present of EngUsb boreea 
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to the tu aent to l«horo ia July, 

io the followiag Oetober Lord William Beatinck 
bad a penooal interriow with Raujft Singfa at Rdpar 
OD the Sutlq. Thia meeting vraa of a atrictly oere- 
monioui eharaotcr—the MahinyA bmng aeoompanied 
by 16,000 picked troope, and the Ooveraor-Qeneral's 
oecort conaiatang of a ebceen force of Bngliih and 
native rogimenta. 

The eomoieroial treaty waa not itgoed by Rinjit 
Singh until Deoeabor, 1833, but that the Rdpar 
interview was not devoid of politioal importance wu 
shown 1^ the inertased and more open eapport ex* 
tended by the Sikh MahAn^A io the projeete of 
Shnja ul Mnlk after its ocoorrence. It ia very un* 
likely that thJa astute ruler would have ahown hie 
band eo freely if he had not felt sure of our acquiee* 
ceooo and moral support. The reeult of I.<ord WUIiaui 
Bentinek'i diplomacy with the Lion of the Puyab 
was a great iooroiiae in Banjit'e friendlinoee to os, 
and the eetahliahment of that underatandiug which 
resnlted in the alliance a few yeare later against 
Afg h A ni stAn, and which held good through all the 
troubles at KAbul tan years afterwards. There it no 
necessity here to challenge or uphold the wisdom of 
that policy. It is enough to record Lord William 
Bentinok’e markod luceeee in coming to a mtiafaetory 
understanding with Ranjit Singfa, who at an earlier 
period of bis career had bo<m boetile and even 
defiant 

But aometbing must be hrielly eaid on the eubjeet 
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of Sb&b Sbiya't fini attempt with IdJuu reMoiooa to 
wcooqoerAfgbwiuUii. Bqoippod with ft ooii*id®r*ble 
•am of money by Rftiyit Singh, h* loft Lwdhi h n ft ftt tbo 
hcftd of ft few hundrod meu. By the timo ho rftoohod 
ShikArpar ou the Indua hi* following bftd iiwtllod to 
an army 30,000 strong, but thm bad ftUo oonmenoed 
tho miefortunoft of tliii ill^atomd expoditioa. 

The Amin of Sind, imitating lh« example of 
Kfti\jit Siogb. had promiaod him eupplies and money, 
bnt alarmed at the laigoneas of tbo Afghlln foroo they 
teqtKftted SliiUi Sbtya to hasten hia depoitore from 
their territory. Tbia did not mit his plana or eon* 
venienee, and the allies of one day became tho biUor 
opponents of tho next. They even resortod to arme, 
nn/t is a aangoinary battle fought at Bori on tbo 
Indos, in January, 1854, the forces auflbrsd a 
eompleto oTorthrow. This battle settled the difficulty, 
for the Amirs paid up all, and mors than all, thvy 
bad promiied. and ShAli Sbuja hastened on to Kao- 
dabdr. The oondition of AfgbdnisUn then was a» a 
huuM divided agauut iteelf. There was no oontral 
antbority no singlo ehief, Tbs able Dost Uuhaiu- 
luad ruled in Kibal, and bis brothsra held possession 
of the different provinoea But there wae no anion 
even sgainst Shi^a ul Mulk, and when Doet Uubaiu- 
mad's request for an allianes (mads to the English 
Government in May, 1633) was rejeetod, U looked as 
if tbs Biraksdia could not make any head against 
Sbdb ShMja, and tbs first events of tbs campaign bore 
out this amumptioD. The forces wets over- 
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thrown, umI elow> wm lud to tb« town, which 
WM on tho of •urrtaderiDg whoa DoM Mubunsud 
uriTod at tbo hood of 0 roUering ftnn}r. A pitched 
bottlo was foojibtneor Koodobir, oad tbo reoult haiif 
for lomo tuno in the boloaco. Hod tbo whole orajr 
foaght with the intrepidity of two Hiaduotioi regi- 
meoU lod by on Englieh officer souod Oompbell the 
reoult must hove been fovouroble to Shih Shojo, but 
his Afgbdn foUowen hod, even in the short space that 
had elapsed einoe they left Ludhiiina, been aUeoated by 
bis faults, and they deserted him in the eriais of the 
battle. His own rashness and want of courage seem 
to have contributed to hie overthrow. He' Hod tbo 
field on the disponion of his forces, and after aeveral 
fwlvcntures in Baldobistdn and Sind he aucoeoded in 
regaining the aafety of hia old refuge at Ludhiioa 
The main objeote of Lord William BeoUnok's policy 
in tbie quarter were to oonvart the Indue into the 
ditch of firitish India, to associate tho Sikhs and the 
Sind valley with oe in its dofenoe, end to create a 
friendly A^^Uinistda as a buHhr-state between India 
and any poeuble invader. 

Lord William Bentinek's aUentien wm directed to 
the East aa well as the Weeh He waa specially 
interested in the future of Singapur, a position of 
commanding importaoee which we owe to the geiuas 
of Sir Stamford Ratfies, who acquired what might 
become tbo Gibraltar of Asia by purebsso in 1819. 
Strangely onougb lie importance waa not rsaliasd 
until a comparatively reoent period, and in April, 
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1830, utd Again in Septambor, 1833, «• find Lord 
William Bentinek inviting tobeuica to inereaie Ute 
popnlation of both Singapur and Penang. In 1833 
he tranifarred the capital of th« Suaite SeUlamenta 
froiD IVince of Walea laland to Singapur. Tito 
introduction of atoam and the growUt of trade betwocn 
India and Auitralaaia have altered all thia, and the 
ftrture proeparitj of Singapur may now be deemed 
aasured, bot Lord William Bentinok ia entitkd to all 
the credit of having realiaod tbie when aoit people 
were Moptieal aa to tho value of tlie poalUon. 

There was another matter not immediately eon* 
neeted with any place or country, but bearing generally 
00 the extemal relatione of India, in wbioh Lord 
William Bentinek took a lively ooiroem, and was 
the e et i Miebment of eteam oonunonieation beta’een 
India and England. He enoonreged every scheme 
calenlaUHl to promote this ot^t, and it was largely 
due to his initiation and efforts that sueew was 
attained at such an early stage of the question. The 
reoeipt of news from Europe by seme more r^id eon* 
veyanoe than a eailing ahip had long been an olgeet of 
prime importance with the Eest India Company, and 
during the wars with France many schemes bad been 
tried for this purpose. The agents of tbs Company 
and the British Consult at Buseora, Aleppo, and in 
Egypt were actively employed in the traosmuiion of 
despatches to India, Mmetimee by the Sophrates and 
the Fenian Gulf, and sometimee by the Red Sea. 
Before Ix>rd William Bentinek reached India tlw 
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flnt •xperiD«at bad also l>e«o in itaam naTiga- 
tion botwoen thd two countrios. A mail Teaael 
naxood ' The EnterpriBo' lailfld in l8aj from Eogland 
to India, partly by steam and partly by aailing, in 
leas than foor months; but as eonridarablo disap* 
pointmsnt was folt at the tiino taken, no rartfaer 
exparimeot was attempted for a few years* 

In the moantiiQO another question demanded a 
prompt answer—as to the rival olainu of the Cape and 
overiand routes. Between the merits of these routes 
Lord William Bentinek was oalled upm to dooide, 
and in August, 1830, he gave hie unqualified deoisieo 
in favour of the Bed Sea route over that by the Cape 
for the de^>atch of leUere and news. He was, no 
doubt, inducted to form tliis conclusion by tho sueooee* 
ful journey of the ‘ Hugh Undaay' steamer, which 
steamed from Bombay to Sues in one month—a tune 
that was enbeequeotly rednoed to twanty>two days. 
The Indian Oovemment then hastened to pureham 
the neoeosary stoamers (0 keep up communioatioos by 
this route, and Mr. Wsghom, who had strenuooaly 
advocated its advantages, and whose name is gener¬ 
ally associated with the origin of this route, was 
rewarded with the oomroand of one of them. Lord 
William Bentinek returned to the subject in a minute 
dated is June, xB^a, on tho quuaUon of establishing 
steam eonununication between Egypt and Englaitd 
in oonnoxioo with tbat already in progress by the 
Red Sea from Egypt to T"diM- But his opinion on 
the subjeet was given in its most interesting form 
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bofon * SelMt ComnittM of tb« Hoom of Conmons 
in 1837. He Mid:— 

‘ It ii UirMgb Um mnine of e quite nf« end frt^soi 
oomntukatioa betwfwii ail Iialia and Ea^and that the 
nativea of India in penoa will W •r.« Wtf1 to Wing their 
oampUiuta and grieraneai before the authoritiM and the 
oonntf;; that large noraben of diMtarutod tnTelleri will 
have it iu tlieir pover to refrart to their ecuti7 at heme 
the uatsre and eircunatoncoe of tliia diataut poKien of the 
Krapire, Thia neolt 1 hope will be to ronae the ihaiuefnl 
npathp and indifEBnuee of Oreai BriUin to the eosoenu of 
India; and bjr tbn* bringing theoTtof tha Britiah pnblie to 
hearnpoo Izkdia it 017 bt liepad that the deaiiedaaelioratwu 
nu7 be ecooppKriied.* 

Reforaace baa boon nade in tho earlier paragraplut 
of Uiia chapter to the motivea whiob led to the ^eatiea 
whh Ranjit Singh and the Amin of Sind, and to tlio 
eneonraganent of the Afgbin exile, Sboja ol Mulk. 
It waa in Lord William Bontinek’a time that tho 
poaaibmty of a Roaeian invadon of India was fairly 
faoed and diaeaned. and hia parting legate to the 
Qovemmont of India vraa a masterly minnte in which 
be reviewed the mUitaty poaiUm of the ooontry and 
OMuidered the qneatioD of an attack by a Rwian 
army aaaooiated with an irregnUr force of Central 
AaUa and A^hda adventuren. As we bad only 
gained India aflor a airugglo with our old Eoropcan 
rivala, the French, it waa natunl for ua to eonteni- 
plate tho poaaibilily of another Baropeao invaaion of 
India, and during the earlier ycara of thia century the 
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Azobitiona ««heme« of N^Ioon kept iii oonaUaily on 
tbe alert In 1830 fear of Fmoeo >n lodia at all 
evaota bad diaappeared, but in Ita plaoe had ariaen a 
keen and not Ul-fouoded appnhoiudon that Ra»»ia 
might prove a nore formidable and perautent adw' 
nary. Thiaaentiment lod to twoinqairiea: firat, what 
waa tbo atrength of the poution we held in India; 
and secondly, what were our rcaourccs for mooting an 
invader: and thqr are exhaustively eonaidered is tlie 
minute already referred to. But before quoting Lord 
William Baotinck'a opinion some evidenoe of the 
prevalent feeling among Ang]o*lDdiaa offietala may 
ho giv'an, and thia cannot ba fumUhed in a botter 
form or with greater authority than by using tho 
words of Sir Charlaa Metcalfe 

‘ Soma that our Empire ia India rotU on opinion, 
oUten on main force. It in iaet depends en botli. We conld 
not keep the eoostry by t^imoai if we bad not a eonsderaUa 
foroe, and no forea that wa eouU pay wonld he raffiuesiif it 
were not aided by the opinion of our invincBnlity. Our 
force does not operato so mooh by its aetsal Btength aa by 
tbs inpeeaaion which it prodooaa, and tliat impTmaion ia tlio 
opiiuon by which we hold India.' 

Commenting on Lord William Bentinek’a minute 
Sir Cbarlea wrote:— 

* He admits that we liave no boM on the aEKtieoa of our 
■ulijccte; that ov native anay U taken from a dimfacted 
popnlation; that our European soldietyare tee few to be of 
orach avaQ agnioti any extaoaive plan of InaarreeUoa. Thia 
ii qnite enough and more than I have hitharto alluded to, 
for it ia impowUe to oontenplate ti>e poaiitnlity of dta- 
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•fiMtka is enr un; witboui Mcliy kt opm tlw fait fore* of 
oor clkoger. A* knag u oar iMtiro uny it fiutkfol, awl va 
cau pay aaovfb for it, wa eno kaep lodla in otdar by ha 
inatmiBaatality, bat if tiia butrunaot aboold tani afloat nt 
wiionwoalil be tba Britiab powort Eebo ukawt/s, vbaia I 
It ia lB|)oanlda to aopport a aulBcicDl amy of Ettropaana 
to (aka tba plaoa of oor oatira amy. The lata Ooranor* 
Gaaanl appean alao to adopt in aome maaaura (ba Joat 
rvaark of Sir John Maleohn that 'in an Empire like tiiat 
of India wa aro alirajo to daitgrr, end it ia unpomiltle to 
rwq^retara tba form iu wliiek it nay approaeb.’ Tkia aeati- 
meat aspreaaea tba raalily of tbo oaaa in pctlw|a Uie tnieat 
naBDor.’ 

On BDoUier oocMioa, spoaldog of * the inatabiltty 
of oor I&diaa Empire,* bo said,' we were titling on a 
barrel of gtinpowdar in India wbiob might explode at 
any moment.' With regard to a poeaible RuMtan 
invaaion Sir Charloa wan in favour of waiLin; on 
oventa, and keeping the military expenditure strictly 
within the limltn of our financial rceouroet. Ho wan 
in faroor of overy inoreoM being made in (ho Euro¬ 
pean garrieon of India that eould be borne by the 
revenoee of that oountiy, and of deferring exceptional 
wtaaaree nntil the danger bad become more tangible 
and nearor. Wliat is Borprieing U that with this clear 
perception in the highest quarters of the innecurity of 
our poutioo in India in 1855, there ebouM have been 
aueh rash over-oonfideneo in 1857, when it wat rela¬ 
tively weaker, and 'the native army taken from a 
cliaaffeetod population ’ constituted more than e>’«r the 
basil of our power. 
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Sixty yeibn ago the poMiUUty of « RumIu io> 
vMion of I&dia wm exceedingly retaote, end w naoy 
difflcDltiee remuaed to be overoome, and noh waa the 
extoot of the interveoiog dieUnoe, that ordinary men 
loighc be excoaed for deeming anoh a project chimori- 
eaL Yet practical and iar<eeeiiig ftatosmen like Lord 
William Bwtinck and Sir Cbarlee Uetealfe not merely 
diacoeeod the extent and probable date of the arrival 
of the danger, but laid down tbo beet mode of dealing 
with it. Sir Cbarlee Mctoalfe, who wae oppoeed to 
even commeroial uiaeiou to KAbul, and who wm the 
dret to promiuontly advocate the dootrinaa of ' mae* 
terly isaotivity,' wae oontent to leave the raault to the 
natural ooune of evonto—being of opinion that the 
Indian garriaon oould reodor a good accoont of any 
Rueaian force likely to reach the frontier. On the 
other hand, Lord William Bentinok,whoae policy waa 
of a more vigorona doaeription, drew up the following 
minate on the wlude aspoet of our poeilion in India, 
and although tho facte are altered and evente have 
produood many ehangos. ita value U atUl very oon> 
sidorablo, and iU hiatoneal iotereet la quite uniio' 
pcaobabio. 


Idxxm BT TUB Oovau(oa>OB]ixBat. ako Comuxuxa* 
»*Ca]xr, Uabch 13TB, 1835. 

Befer* I pmced to daicaba what tha conatitatioa of tha 
arny ia^ aaid to offer an ofanioa aa to wbat it ought to be, a 
ptulimmary enquiry «eaia to bo oeceeaury ta to the ipecifle 
dangaiB by wliich our domuiian may be a Mailed. It ia aoey 
II 
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eoooj^ to dctomiM upon th* gcpm! priaeiplei to be (bl- 
loved and ibe great end to bo etubied, to. that the militai; 
Indy eboutd be ee ouiatituted and regulated that by ite im- 
poBikg moral attitode, by ite eetabUehad fidelity aad alto- 
giaDo^ it ebeold reader bt^eea all iutemal robeQue, ae alao 
that by the adequacy of ite Dnmbm aad by ite repetatloa for 
dieeipliae aad valour, it s)M»1d be aUr. aa well ia the geaeral 
opiiiMa aa ia the reality, to overeome aoy foraiga ailadt. 
Bot the eleaenta both of oar danger aod of our eeeerity are 
of aoro diflcolt eatireation, aad vitlioat an exact J(Bowled|;« 
both ef the one aod the other, it ia vary tJb« 

preeeotkwa adopted for our eeourity may 
mtana of our aabveratwi. 

Of mteraal daugen nobody, I beliere, ontortaina loia alarm 
than etyKlf. In anaerar to thoee aloKiet onirenel repro- 
aaiitatiou Creo aotbontiaa of the exiatonoe of daager, anti of 
the oDBBoqnaat necaaeity of inaiatdAiDg a large oatin anity, 
I have in vain aaked to have poiutod' out to me vbat tJie 
danger li^vherc axe tlie Hone, Foot, and ArtiOery by 
which ve aro to be ^teil t The noet reoant dooniaent of 
tUa hind that I have eeu ia the minute of the Coouneoder* 
ir»-C 3 uef at Madraa, who deooHbea diaaffeetion aa eveaywhero 
pravailmg, and argsM in cooiaeqButM againat any ndootion 
of (he army, and thinka neoeaaary an augmeutalMo of it. 
Indeed, there are thoee who conteud for the aauM ftrMtth- 
nant now la when HsMar and Tipd were in the plcuitudo 
of their power, and when aevanl anbatantiva atataa exiated 
in other parta of India. Bat in Madraa, at in Bengal, thar* 
no kmgrr exiata a angle chief, or a eombiDation ef ebiefa, 
who poa reaa even the awnblanee of a military force. Nor are 
any large naaaea of the popolatian who hare the least 
diapomtion to rebel againat onr autbori^. A vague ex- 
prataion ia often uied tliat onra ia a Oovaminant ef opinion. 
Our aaccrity reata upon a very much batter foundation, 
upon (ha fact vhich every one from hit own obatrvation and 
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•xpcriMK* ii thaoafUjr oonvinoed o<^ *ad wbioh ia trw, Uatt 
our powtr !■ irr«ai«tiU^ 

Bat Utoagfa no danger appaui in u/ real or UagiUa 
iJukpa, it Duat ba allowad wbaa on# Inodfwl nUliona of 
paopta ara nodaf tbe oonirol of s OoranmaDt vbieb haa no 
hold vhntorcr w tbdr afltctioua, when oat of tbia pepala* 
lion » fomed that tmqr apoo tha fidaKtp of ^ieh va raljr 
pnaGipalljr for oar preicrv^n, vfaan oar Euopaaa’ troopa, 
of vboaa aopport u^or all droninataBeaa wa are alona aara, 
ira ao axeee&ngl/ limited in nambor and eflBiaoejr aa to bo 
of litUa arail agaioat any axtonahra plan of inaarreetm, than 
indeed tlie trath of that expreaaioo of ^ John Malaolm ia 
not vithoat fore^ that in an Emidra like lodia «a are alwaya 
in danger, and H b impoaibU (o eonja e tnra tha fona in 
vfakib it may ai>proaoh. Tliia itata of oseortabiy la greatly 
aggraratad ^oareoaditionaef paaoa,by the ipnad of know¬ 
ledge, and by the operaiiona of tba praaa—all of wbieb ara 
tendiug rapidly aa wel] to weaken tbe reaped OBtextaiDod 
for tbe Enropean ebarader aad the prulige of Britialt aopo 
riority aa to elovate the natire oharaoter, to make theae neo 
alire to thdr ova rigbta and mart aenaibie of tbair power. 
Of the daagen of oar old portion, apou which mea'i miud* 
oontimM to harp aad againd which they tee so aeosrtty but 
tbe largeat poMable native aniy, I have so appreheatios. 

Bat then ia nneh more raaaon to fear the ebangea inci- 
dental to ear uew poaitioB of peace aud more enlightened 
atate of mind,>-a higher elevation of rharadar, knowledge, 
improved morality, eoarage, all eoncurriiig canaM that moat 
prince dfeota to be dealt with by a very dl&nat philoeapliy 
from that which baa bitbarto obtained. 8o nneh for is- 
tonud evila. 

I than now ooaddar tbe danger from witheoi, thinking 
of thio aa of tlw other, that there ia ao ground fer any 
pretest alarm, bat tliat vre do sot know tha time or the 
qnarter, when and wbore it may appear, hot thinking fai like 
M a 
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n.fitiw»p of both, that it ti bjr odowdiaia pnpantioa csljr 
that aaeoiitf oaa ba obtainod, aod that rtUaf will be too 
lata if w« watt, u would ba meat eoaTcnleat, tlia adoal 
ooeurroBoe of tha abeltief. 

Iba felkwiug b a brief abatraet of oor nilitarjr poaitioo. 
Britiah Ia<lb bm}' ba tmMt^ from iho north bjr tha Gdikhaa; 
fioQ tha coat bj tha Bomaae; from tha oorth-waat bp tbr 
Sikha, Uta Afghina, and tha bordei of Canlral Aaia, (a 
e^oparatioD or otharwha with Fonb and Rtuaia j fnen tha 
aca on all tha other aidaa of bar tarrilorp. 

An attack from tha OdrkluM uight partially noeaad aa a 
diranbn agaiuat our hill proriooea, bat without cavalry «« 
artUlory thair efforta on tha plaina oodd only taminata in 
diagraca and dafeaL 

Tha Bunnaaa hava pcovad tbaaaeivca totals aaoqual to 
oompata with oar (oroat in tha flald. 

An attack frow tha aaa, avan HppotiDg a nomaoUry 
■operiority againat oi on that alaaeni, eoold only prodnea an 
inaobtad dabarkadoa, davold of aU tha necoaaary raquiataa 
for taking tha fiatd or to aabaut in a fixed poaition. 

The only raal dangar with which wo nay be UuKataned 
muit oocDo from tha norlh-woat, awl oonaocinonUy to that 
important Una of oparatioo oar main aUantiou thculd U 
turned. 

Undar Ita praaent abb and Jodiciona laadar it b not 
that tha fereta of tha Punjab will ba over diraeted 
Bat\jit Singh b old and infirm, and thcra b no 
appanui probability tlmt Uto wbdon of lua rula will ba 
iobaritad hb aaceaaaor. TrooUsa, upon hb deeaaae, will 
eartainly arbe, and it b Impoaiibla to foroaao tha reaolt aa 
rdataa to tha Una of oondoet which we nay ba callad upwt 
to puiaua. 

Tha prawni ataU of A^binbUn praatnb no cauao of 
•bra to Tp«tV Tba taeotti that ottaoded tho wratebed 
airny that Shiga Wl ondar hb faohb gnidanoa afbrdr 
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tb* tiMt fovof of tbo vcolutoM of tl>o Afgbifl powtr. Hm 
ufomption of tbo oapromMy b; Dovt XnbantMwl Kbfn 11107 
fWMiblj girt gnoUr i<Ttngtb ond emooUdotieo to tJtt gonoral 
oeofodorM^. It ia nuoh to bo danred dkot Udi otato ibonld 
aoqittre nlBeient otoUlUy to form on intomtdioU borncr 
bctwoaa Indio ond Fonio. 

Pando, in ito diotmtod otato dnoo tbo dootli of tbo loU 
Kiog. io neqaal to 0117 great dlort nnoauoted bj Itniaia, 
bot tbo eo-oporatioo of 00,000 RaMiiaai from tbo Arnw 
woold opoodil^ tonoinato tiio deil war, ond the adnoco of 
tbo eombiiiod foreo would pvo thorn in (be fint coapaign 
peoeoHim of EorU, the key of Kibol. 

It io the intcreot of Rnioio to oxto «1 ond otrongtlon (lie 
Fenian Empire, which ocmpUa a eoirintl pooStion betweca 
the donblo linoo of opor^n of the Antocrat to (bo 
ooolwaid and to tbo woatward, and as Portia ean now be a 
rival of Bsoosa the aagmentation of ber otrvagtb coa ooJ; 
increaee the oifsssiTO maane of Rsiaia. 

From tbe days of Peter tlie Great to (be prcsvnt time Uw 
viowa of havo boon tvmtd to the obtaining peoaoaaion 
of that part of Oontral Am which It watared by tbe Oxm 
and Jam tbo toitom olion of the Gaopun. Tbo latoot 
aeooonto froos Kibol state they art building o fort betwoon 
tho Ooopitn ond KUva. Tbii it tboir boot Um of eperolkn 
Bgoinot TmtU, bat it can only bo oontidored at prenat ao 1 
very distant opecnlattoa. 

Qio lino of operation of a Eoeoo-Prroian army to odTanes 
open Herit io abort and oaqrj the diotancao aro ao ftf- 
Iowa;— 

Proea Um Amo to TiMa . . . . 6e oUlaa 


TobristolWienta , . 

• S«« 

Tohotio t« MuaeliM 

6ei 

MuedUd (e Dorii . ■ 

. art 

Total . .. 

. siCo 


In the canp^gne ogalnet tbe Turka tbo ermy of Georgia 
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Npoiied PiBk«witcli with 30,000 jdio- It m»y tlwrefor* U 
iWt tho *MM wraT oobW umt Pwik with on 
ci}akl oiunber m u wuuliory fc«o. Will* t good untlrr- 
botwm tlw two GoTtrawBU, with two f<w P»* 
pumtion. oad with good aaBBSwaont tlwro oooW U 1*0 
diflcwlij la bonopoTtiag thU fore* to Horit Tht IIujmm* 
M« ooeutocaod to bovo la eountrioi liaiilarly cltooautauoed. 
Id Tiirkoy tU Rowm oray alw»y* euned with U two 
n wB t V oopply of grtitL ond hondailli fisr (crindhtg it* bat 
tfaoy nover mw any port of thu oopply mntil all otUt moon* 
of obtoiaing U ban failtd. 

What tho policy of Batai* might h* after taking iiooiomion 
of Karit it ia unnecMmry now to conalder, Imt it ia im- 
pofoiblo to dooy that iho might arrive at that point la 
legitimate aupport of her ally, ih* King of Parma, and it ia 
wiiiany ditteult to deny that ftom that point aha may pro¬ 
claim a ewaade againat Britiah India, ia which the would bo 
jdned by all th* warlika roatlaaa tribaa that formad tha 
ovcrwbalming foro* of Timdr. Ihe diitaneoa from Hortt 
to Attoek ar* 

UoHUte Kmndihar.Sfe mllm. 

... 

Ohamt «• Xatnl.*■ 

KilMUtoAUMk. 

1 * 3 * 

The A/ghIn oonfedonoy, oven if eordUlly nnited, would 
have no meui* to reeiat the power of Bnaaia end ^reia. 
They ptobaUy would make a virtue of ncoeemty and tho 
(omnon ceuee, reedving in reward fcr their eo-operatioat the 
promiae of all the poaaoeeiona that had heeu wreeted from 
Ihfffl by Ranjlt Singh, and expecting alao to reap no poor 
harvaat from the plunder of India. But howowr thie may 
be, it will be auSeaant to amume the poedbillty that a Itomiaii 
tam of ao,ooo men folly equipped, eecompaniod with a body 
of 100,000 horw, may meh the ahorea of tha Indna, that 
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iU^lt Singti W DO m«ooi to rotuk tlicir Ddnaoe, ood thot 
Um ioTidon, liovlDg eroMod Uie lodoi into Um Posjob^ would 
ftod tliaauwlm in pooMuun of tbe portt of Indio, tho nuil 
foHilt of MOORW u OTWy kind, ood teeim oa oreiy aU« 
from boiBg hiinwd »nd itUokad eren if tb(7 hod not on 
ibolr bmIo 0 body of inrcguUr oovolry znoob aero tmaonxM 
ood efidsDt thu any wo hovo to oppooo to thea. 

I ihoU oanao, tbeii, thot tbo ntUek ogoioot wfiieh wo 
boro to pcovido if to oonoirt of tho itboTO*aaotioa«(l forts- 
I ^ 1 1 DOW proceed to inqua tote tHs nmpotUion of 
tbs tray of lodio, of the pbys^ ood norol quoKtifo of 
tbs uttTO anusa of the diflersnt PraDdsoetait oad of the 
odeqooqr and sAsMocy of the prsasnt proporttoo of oor 
Eoropoon fone to our secority ond dafenee ogainit all 
dongort. 

Id Utf nargia' ii Imartcd oa obeiroet of tba ronk aad fik 
of all dascnpUoos in tba oatiTS amiaa of tba tbrw Prcai- 
daocioa—tb^ hoiglit aad weight, ood tba eouaUki from 
whanaa they art racrulted. 

It ^tpaar* from tba aonexed lUtamauU that tba whole of 


■ Siunc aa» Fiu or m Taass AMno. 


jayrt w bt/ialr|i 
Beoial. 14 ragiaoBU ■ S^sao 
XadnUiSa n - 95 - 9 ^ 

Beabay, aS . ■ 

103 . 3*0 


ffTtfalara 

In&atry. 

Bangal, w racbosoti . 
Bombay, t • 


BWifw (MVf. 

BaneslF >0 ngtotoots . 4440 
Kadnu ,8 „ . S»* 

Bombay, a • . 139® 


Cavalry. 

Bsnial, 4 nflmaiita 
Bombay, 1 « • 


9304 


IMal l^ular Kallvo TToopa . iia^tf 

Ibtal Xmfulan.• (,54* 


Mill Pill 
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Um Bnigal unij, tpd 0 M*btlf <t tiiat of Bonboy, inelocltaf 
*U tbo conliy, tra HindostinU. Tba Uadru arm/ ia 
rccraitod priacipan/ from thair own (arriloriaa, tad hot oal/ 
a imall porUon of Bengal latn ia ther nnka. Wbec at 
Utalcamajui aB tbt OoramiaaDti van raqaeated to aobiait 
to a MilitoJ/ Conmittaa tht following qoattien, ' Whether 
the Older of the Court of Oirootora, iaaaod abont thraa /ean 
ago, roatrieling the roerslttag of each of the fbrot armioa to 
the liaita of ita own Preaidene/, had eporatad beM£eia]|/; or 
whether it would be better to permit the Uadraa and BomlM/ 
amiea to recruit ai fonnerl/ in the Bengal territor/1 ’ Iba 
<loc^on did not appi/ to t^ ana/. Tlie Madraa 

Committee recommimd that in the eaval^ no alteration 
ahoald bo tnadov the nw betsg ohiad/ IdutMilaaBa from tlie 
KaimlBk. n»e nenber of Hindu in each regtnaai amoont 
to about dft/, which H it propoaed to iacrtaaa to an hundred, 
lu the iafantr/ the/ think that a proportioa of Boi^ men, 
about an bundrod per regintent, might bo iulrodueod witli 
advautage. In the OoluBdanae mw-fonrtb of the whole are 
from the Bengal PreritKea. 

The Boeuba/ ComiUee report that the Court'e netrlotiTe 
order ha* bean tetall/ ioopomtin, hecaue, though the order 


Amuf* V ITetoUi md ITa^m 
Br—*1, IvTAamr. 


Broreltcd gmereltr la the Ojipw 

Bet«lii 
fk la. 

Weigh*, 
■k Ibe. 

ProrinoM ef BugiJ 

9 

74» 

9 


ll«tnue lerenar. 

Hen ftimierly retraH bojn 

3 

»99 

T 

9-n 

Xediearit Memtted .... 

9 

^94 

e 

r.ie 

HladhieUaU reoraiW 

9 

4-99 

• 

3-e« 

Bowaar Imenir. 

Men terraert}' remit bo/e. 

9 

4-7S 

8 

s->s 

Xeakaaie remlted .... 

9 

s-s 

• 

94S 

Seeemte „ .... 

3 

9-S 

8 

9'*9 


S 

«9 

9 

®-9 
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btd fc««n M tu eboTad Uwt no ncrniting portiM bd bwi 
•eat to Sesga], 3fet tli« BoDgal nta hoviag Tohmtari]; 
pr«Mat«d tbuBMlTM far oBliftcnont, (hop luid b«a engaged 
M Wow. lb* only choagi rocomDended by tho Ooeunittoe 
•i that, fe Um pttrpoad of gotting a bettor deecriptioa of 
vin. rremitug rertiM ■heD, aa before, be wet to Bnagal’. 

One of (he nembm, Uiyor Robcrtaon, diMenU from hie 
oolloftgaet. Ho prefare recraitiug exclatirely from the 
Bonboy tcrritoriea, with the oxeoption of (be eerelry and 
Oolondeim, ‘who, leqoiruig a mnch larger deeenpiian of 
SMn, aoit hare reooone to BtndoeUo.' 

Fnm (he proocding i(atemenU it appeare tbe Hindi- 
eUni h larger and aore roboat than Dative aonth of the 
Harbfldh, atkd the preanmptioa mnet be (hat ha ia oouidmd 
a more powerfol if not a better aoldier. Rii haUta. indeed, 
(ire nraeh raore niUtary, for not only, at appeara above, do« 
be go to took aerriee in Bonbay, bot the iaiketry in the 
eorviee of the of Nigpor. ae wtU u the Kiaan'e 
oontlognt, oondit cnliroly of UindoiUiua. Ia a tale letter 
from the Secident of Haldarllidd be meatioai that one of the 
Anibe, or of the Horeenen from oor Bcogel Provioec of 
Bohilkbaod, waa egiuJ to ten or twaoty of the other man 0/ 
tha Kiaam'a forea; and ia the ettenpt raoantiy aiade by Shth 
SfaitJa to recover hit (erritonei^ it wao the batteliou of 
Hindnetinu and the Robillae, oader an ofikw of tha name 
of Chunpbdl, that waa perUcalerly dietingaiehed. 

I have aot reed witboot eurpriee tbe jwetennoBa ait forth 
in behalf of (be Hadrat amy. Sir Ibomae Mnnro upon 


The foOewIag etatasoot would ooom to enpyort (ho ontaloa 
tha Om BladMtiaio engegod e( Bomhoy oie Inferior ia etoiei* 
•nd choreeOr to thooo of (ho Bongoi otiny 


luAwtry. 


Cavalry, Ul HladueUato 
Cofiwral PitalaheMal 
Stngal , . poreeat. 
Bonboy . . 40 


Amoro aovero diedpiiaa la euppoeod toprevaU ia the Bombayanny. 
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nMBj oeowkwit tdroeato tlinr occvpatioc of Ut* wiMlc of 
tbo Peiuuak Molh of Iba Nubadi. I tubaiit the fbllovtng 
extmte froBs hb tocTtopotxkcee (a.x>. tSio):— 

'Tb« b Bn^HMUeneb)}' lb* p««p«r b««Bd»(7 bHwera 

Bengal nnd Madnu^ Ml enijr oa nawaat of Ite Mtural borrio# 
fetOMd the ri<ror umI Um bronat mag* of hiUa wkiob neeemgMjr 
It. but of iU Mng thn lino of npuntiea betweea Uw Ormn wmI 
nindonUn, and botvom nattvM igMklnf diSHwit Uafugw. 
TIm Bongtl ami}', oompowd of mo* tnm BUulaiUa, dialiko 
•orrlDf Nath of dbi Mafbadl, and do ool roadlly aiatmUato 
•tUwr wIUi Uta nattm of tbo eoaabx or with tka Kndnii Ifoepa.* 

I moot proMiBi (hat tlie Doioba/ amjr arae at that liino 
upon a vary low wtaUiifamoot, and bad no HindmUub iti 
ila Ruiiu. The dialiJn of the nalieea of HioduUJi to icnro 
•ontli of Um Narbadd haa lalMaqaantlj lieu proved to bo 
auUreljr enfoonded. The Gorontmit and annjr of Bombay 
are qiiila diaraganlad. A^n (aji. iBto):^ 

* Whoa Uafdardbdd and Klg|Mr wore gnat Piealgn and ladapoa* 
dart Baton* 'and min Ukalj le a«l aslant ai than with oa^ *tha 
Imiaadlala omini «f Bwgal no right, iMva otpoeially an it did 
not iflhot Um naUtodty of tba ICadraa OovnratBoat over ite army, 
afwtiloh only In Imltallonn were novoret yean at Ualdanibdd, hoi 
both Haldaratdd and MIgpar aro no newiplntaty dapoadoat upon u 
ae JlynoM. They mart at acaao poriod er other Ul entirety iaio 
ear handa, aad the iitlanul admlaMratiea wail In the MoaMImo 
U ohiafly dlroMod by Mr Roatdntl. AI pnaMl Ute dliolpUBe <A 
our any le mooh Uijared by aor bavtog eo^ooo men beyoad our 
Ibeoliir removod iaa gmt niianiie born our eanlnl'.' 

Again (ab. 1804):^ 

* I am eony lo hear II roported that It bad keen la aittatlea lo 
rtUaeo lha tobaliliafy fere* at HelrlUrdbdd with BongU Itmims 
I think Uwto are many etrang pahtla grouada ibr havtng m 
B oagal tiooga allher there er at Pooaa. It it eaelor le aarry eu 
war in all the aeuntriaa aoelh of tho tCarbadi frem Myaore than 
AwmBengal. Where treopa are in all reef leCa aqaal thaae t» etill an 
adveataga in having Uuaa who aie to at! tegather drawti fnai eno 

' Ihle willba Inpartehvlaled bylhe truaJwofaQanaralOneor 
frea tha eadad dlstriala to BaldaribdA 
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Kiid BO* from difttMnt wtaUlilinfita, bat th« ImbI in 

{Nrlitf* 1 m wt r otfu rti Mptrifir to tboM of BrntMl. Tlio^ uo 
loot* roftilar, aioro tnoUbl*, »on pottonl oador ptivatkiu, tad 
Uiojr boTO booM Btoro oaowtomod to nJUtoiy opontioua* 

llicoo raiurlco itn store opplicsblo to 1804 tboa to 1835- 
There are no onemiei to war ogainat. The greeter experiewo 
in ailitarj opemUone now nthor bekmgt to the Bengal 
troqie, and the profertneo ueigiiod to the Uadme wpojr far 
eertain qaeltUoa would iiot mow be oa reediljr edmitted. 

I ItsTo quoted largelp fttun Bir TliomM Munro beenneo 1 
otwaider hie aetlioritjr tsperior to all othem, hot allowanoo 
mutt be made in the preeeot caoe for a apirit of partiaHty, If 
not of parUaaaaklp, which la a Madraa officer U waa Datuial 
for him to faoL Bat it ii impcwblo for any dispaeiionalt 
obeerver wlio has aeon the Madrae eepojra not to ray tliai 
tlioir phyaica] defaote and delicate faaiao, anitpoaing all other 
i|aaliti(a equal, raider theta rery Inferior to the Northetn 
HindoiUuia, and that (onaequently as a body of men they 
are infarior to oithor of the other arauaa. The nguiated 
ftaodard of each army is Mted in the nurgio V 

I come aext to the Bomhay army, ooanpoeed in equal pro* 
portioae of HindotUoio aad of men from their own ptoptr 
territoriaa. It would hare been aadaCactoey if thi Oocamittoo, 
who do not racommesd aay change ia thia divided corn- 


* BMMeai. 


IfAsaAa 


ItC, • AeiMBl, 1796, Car 
nt’e eodo, eh^ It, mo. 4a. 
K» aapoy ie to bo entortainvd 
who te not j ft 5 la. hi^i, or 
who lo Mader tt or abovo 30 
jroan of ag^ bmIoh in the 
UUor eaoe ho iliaU have 
eerred tiefore. 


Ibo eUndord of 
the Itadrao amy 
wee ratted In lOoo 
fMsfttla.tosft 
6 in. tOr Uom AHlI* 
lary and Ckvelfy, 
tad tojft s ln.lto 
la&nUyoflUellao. 
Befeeo iSeo (he 
•taadard for all ep- 
poare to have beta 
Sfatto. 


Boaotv- 
The loweea 
eteoderdfortho 
Cavalry lo gfa 
«liL,»CeMym 
Per Infoal/y 
5 (t 9 bk,«| 0 tua 
tboTO oe yn 
fee OreMdton 
jft 6ta. and 
opwatda. 
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IMUlwo, bkd iteUd tbcir rtMou for it Hm Boi&lMy maa 
w«a to bftT* BO kdranUfo to atreogtli oad bu ovtr tho 
Modrw 0^0]'. 

I liftva oAw had flWMion to reaarfc opoa i1n oxpetuiiro 
ciiaraetor of Ibo Bomboy eoUblitoiMiit, orgiag ahrajo the 
•xiN(iiono 7 of a oompolaor; ordor for Ui« a^iuatnent of tbair 
oxpoaditora to tbair tooosa. Aod to oo inatasoa haa thia 
aaaertioo toeb atnof eoaHnnatioa u to raapact to tba forma- 
tioB of tba Military Zatobtlahatait. *nia amy of Bombay 
aooiiato of ;**> 

KaUra lalhalfy.tttoo 

M Otralry.. 

•ftOOO 

To oaperintaod tUa nnan (otm tbay hata oaa Uautoruuit- 
Oruaral ai^ tbroa Hi^}or-QaiMral% tba mcm gaooral ataff oa 
to tba otbar Praadnuiiaa, vitb all tba appaada^ of eoa- 
miMMiat, ordnanca aatoUiabmooti^ pay a^ adit dapart* 
laanta, balonging to a largo arny. I beg a refannoo 
to tba ganoml dlatribntion abatraet of tba Baugal amty 
funiabad by tba QoarteRDaatar-Oatiata], ia dueb it wQl 
appear that tbora tra tbroa diviiiona aheoat aqoal to atsoont 
to tbo wbola Boiebay army uadar tbe charga of OM Mi^or* 


Ocoarol, via. 

f iwid ait e y .tT> 3 at 

OawBpttr.ii. 70 > 

Vaanit . .. 


Tbia orrarigonaaDt waa oaued by a dtlferoBt ordar of tfaiuga 
whan tba Bombay Proddaoey waa difooonaetod with tlM 
otbara, and whao aaparata aatobliahaaato wara todlapoDiablo 
to ita cfBsiasoy. Iba raemaity oe loagar arlita, and it aaema 
practicable to aabatitate tea it aaotbor which will mv« a very 
great ebaiga, and wQl, I Teetara to tbink, not ba naaoeaplaU* 
to aD tbo iodiridoab eoBOontad. 

I woold propoaa that tba Bombay army aa ooeb aboold ba 
4l ODOC ftboiljlMdi tlw of H 
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fvrrod in MapleU ragiiDPiita to Um Bengtl anojr, Uio BoibIm/ 
half to msain «• * aaparato ooqia to 1m rented alwajn 
witbdn Um temtoriM; to bo conmaaded bjr a Uajor>Oenon] 
with tba MEN tUff m aay oUmt diviaioB of tbo aray, and 
t)w cwntiMiMiiaf aod ordnaDca dopartnenta boiof inoor- 
porated with thoM of Bcajial or Madraa a* may Im oootanioat. 
I am of eoom aappoamg tht pmious adofrtknof iht (owial 
•(laaliaation of all allowajieea. 

To Um oAcan I eonoaivo that Uia larger fieU of anploy- 
mrat and tba anperwr bcnlthlucM of naoy of die atatiooa to 
the Upper Pnriaoea would bo a gr eeabt^ To tha men h 
WDold be mooh more latiafaetory h> be brought nearer thor 
homoa, and to ba aavad the danger of Uto long jonmay which 
haa been ao fatal to moay whoii raturuli^ on forloogi. Tba 
State, baaidea the aarjogfieiB the redootwnof the etalT.wonU 
a gmt gain la the oompaialiTe olteapnem of all eaap 
eetabliahnaoti, of followan, Ac. It ie an axtnordiuary fact 
not yet aeceanted for that la all the atationi oecupiad altar- 
nately by Uadraa, Bombay, aod Bengal troopi, tba Baaaar 
prieee hare inrariiddy ialleo with the laat and riaan with the 
two former. 

Tha Bombay diriaiou would under Uua altrratioa ooeupy 
ooly the lUtinua witliin Uieir {hmtier, tiaaafmiug tlu 
Bonthem Varithd eoQotry to hfadrai, Mdgpor* and Dla« 
to Bengal. 

In oQOiidanng the ^uaaUoo of intemal danger tboaeoScan 
TiKWt eoneerwet with India iftUra who were ciaminad before 
the Farliaaentary Coaunitlco apprehend 00 danger to oar 
(kminion aa loiy aa wa ate amurad of the fidelity of oar 

* A» thla arpmU eorp* wooM ha liahU to daga n we t a lata a wrt 
of BlUtto U aal^t parh^ tw a beU«r anastaiiMet to laaeivoTala 
Ua Bombay half In tba Madru army, tn tba mma mansar aa tb* 
BtoduaUni half would ba dnftad into that ctf Baayl 

• Tha toUawlaf tabla of dlaUmiaa abewa that Kdamr la at 
eanvaalantly plaeod Be auppart from Utraa of tba freat mlUtory 
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Mlire troopa. To Utia opuioB I ontinl; Mbaenba. But 
olhen again viev in tba Dativa army itaalf Uia oooroa of oar 
graatoak poriL In all agct tlia aiUtai^ body bM bees oAps 
tba prime caaaob bot genamlly tba iutniBient, of all revoln- 
tMoa; nod prorerbial almoot aa k the fidelity of tbo nativo 
■oldiar to tbo obicf whom be a ci rea, non eapoelaliy when ho 
ia jasUy and kiiidly traaUd, atill wo cannot bo b(^ to tin 
fact that many of ibeao tiea which bind other amioa to their 
allaglanoe are totally wanting in thia Here ia no patriotiani, 
DO oonmnnity of feeling aa to religioa or Urthplaeo, no 
inffaoooiDg attacbnent from higli coniitlorationa^ or groat 
Imaoort and rewarda. Osr native army alao la oztreuioly 
ignorant, capable of tbe atnuigcat religioBi eccritiaiMat, and 
very aODaitiva to dirapaet to tbeir pcnooe or isMogomoiit 
of their coetoma. 

t ahall qoobe frcra tbe evidooee a few of thoae paaMgvt 
bearing open thia nbjeei whidi appear to nm to have Um 
grcateet foroa and trath. Mr. Hnuy Roaaall obaervoa 

‘Ibe greatMt daafor we have ia apprvbeiMl U fNm oar aativi’ 
arnir { one mlUlary Attea la lbs aselMlra tniura bj whl«k wu hohl 
Um anvoninMitt, aad the Aa«l[ly of Uia trea p a ef whoa that fora* 
to cainpoood U naaeaarUy pracartooa Th^ ara feralgnan and 
aamurUa. l^y are atUabad to a Qarcmawit that paya tbam 
well and treat* thorn Madly, fte., bat wc hava no hold apeo them 
Uireagb oilMr oa U oml hooeoror Mtionat povjndioaa, and Maant 
oapaot from thorn wtiat wa do frea Bn^ioli oaldieca fluting fiw 
Rngllth obfoeto. lhayara pocoUariy wuMptllda of Mag praeUarit 


atetlaaa In Banpl a* from fiamhay, asd naeh noarer to lh« 
dlrliloiia In lUlwi mad St^ than ovaa to Bombay *- 
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upon, *04 BtptMindvnd aitlMv Vy Mr «wBmUauMttesu*l or \if 
Iht •rtifloM tf dMlfoInc ixrwcu (o limi sa thoM wy 

am* wkkl) new oontUtnu oar ooiy (tmicdi-* 

Tbii btoUigeat offloor naket n remark too traa »t tlw 
{tfeaaut day «iU> napect to Uio Madru army :«• 

■Tka^Maft* *f Ui« amy ktd for tha Crat Uma I« ladla fallaa 
lataUiahandaof aacKaal ^riiMbthni^t that araiTthliif 4 *p*B 4 nl 
0(1 Rhew, aad Ikat «o aaarikf* wa* too fraat lar ttia attalamaat •# 
mtarani aBUiUiiai aad UDllwmlty.* 

Tlmre are parta of k(r. Holt kfaokaDaia'i ovidanoo *e]l 
wortiiy of attention, fcr no man of hit time io India poMoaocd 
Um mum gooeral knewledgo or ooald form a mora aeoorata 
and anlightanad judgment npoo all eulgaeta eonoaetad vitk 
oor mb. Ba okaarm: * I do not Uilak tba aapoya kara any 
(lUacboaat to tlM Engliah aa a nation; an tfaa eontrary, I 
appedtetd tliat a eooaidarable nuinbor of that pari wbkli 
oonaiita of Moalema mait generally hare a national, or ratlwr 
I ihoold My a religious, dialike to tha Engltah.' Et thiaka 
‘ tha aapoya hara a great deal of attachment to their offloett, 
tml that Urii raati upon paruooal chanotar rather than en 
anything that may be c^lod atUehmast to tha nadoii 
ganerally.’ Ba thinka ' tha Mpeya, ai long m they ate vdl 
paid, viti have ao atroog a lanaa of tha duty of baing foithfal 
to thoM who ao pay them at to ba only orereoma by aoma 
povirful oaoaa of diaooiitont or excitamant.' Ha tliinka a 
larger natira army ia qoita oaHnUal for maintaitiing the 
tranquillity of tha eountry, but ba would be 'rary aorry to aaa 
ita defanea entnuted to tbam without a latga Eoropoan 
farce.* He ia not awain of any eireamataneM eanaing inua^ 
diata danger, bnt ba tliinka ' on general priuaplae tlat there 
ia mnoh proqw e tiTa daiigtr.' 

It ia ouly linoe I reooidad dUforeat minntea onfeauing tha 
pmadanoa and expadianoy of battering tha oooditioa of tba 
native amy and of praranting diaeootant by timely ooncaa* 
aion and preeautioii that I Imva read a paaaiga In a letter 
iVom Sir Tbomaa Uonro, writtao to 1817, in whiob I find a 
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view of Mr fBton tituatloo ud tba eooMqneacM apporUb' 
ia{ to U quit* ia anlaon witli Um Motutaota I havo ao oftan 
czprMaad. He ebaerroa: ‘ Bat area if all India oovld bt 
brought nodar Um Britiah doaiiuoii, it ia my qaaationable 
wlMtbar aueb a cWiga, aitlier u U legarda tba oativta or oar* 
aclra, ought to bo doaind. Om offset of aoch a cooqoaat 
woold bo t]»t tba Indian ansf, hoTiag so loofor any wulihe 
naigkbo'an to control, voold gradually loao ita mUitaiy habits 
and and that tba naUra troopa woald Lava laianio 

to fsal ti^r own strength, and, for arant of other amploy 
ment, to tom H against tbair Boropoan uoatm’ Ho 
ooBolndca a long aitd able argnioent apou tba qneatiuu 
whether in the erent of ov eonquest of whole of India 
the coi>dit*on of the pMpla wonU ba batter than under thair 
imtiTO princes, which he doubts, with this remark : ‘ Tbaia is 
perhaps no eEampU of any oasM[aest In which tba uativea 
baro beeo ao oomplatoly exeUdod from ell abaro in Cha 
goTomment of tbair eountty as ia British India.' The only 
that I wish to astabUsh from the pceeediug 
twnwiiki, which oontain iudiapntabla tratha, ii that in the 
iiatira anny alone raata our iatarnal danger, and tlust this 
may inredva oar eorapleU aulrreraion. But llw 
gdality of our uativa anny, thoo^ wonderfully groat and 
deaarving of high eonftda^ eannot ba eonddored uxeiapt 
from the poedbility of ladueUon, aod tbua an adequate 
Kiiropoan foree is tha eels saenrity against this, the greateat 
evil that ir^ld ImAII m. What shoold be the pnqiortioQ of 
our Enropoau to oar Mtivo force wilt bo preecutly cM' 
esdered. 

Tba axtanial danger comae next ouder leriew. The 
oapebiKty of the natire army to meet h, and the manner in 
wbloh the imtiTt military auana of India can be tarnod to 
the greateet advaatage, are subieeti the first magaitoda. 

Aa far w s^qwrienoa can teach oa, the proaiMot ia die* 
oouraging u to any great degree of dlreet and poaitiTo 
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■MuUou b &tld. tbtk i* b adatl eonfiisl, to be 
McpeeUd froin the eepo^ b • csaUet with the stronfcr end 
boUer recee of Cestn! Aeu, with or without the oo-operuticw 
of t Hoaeiu force. Mr. Holt Kockeatlo bu girea ■■ 
opinioD apon tho qoeetion Wore u, which quite ooi o olda 
with my view of it i— 

' My io^MMion ie tlut ee hr ee r*iurd> eny IwlUn aaeoy the 
Mtlve army may bo eouaUtwod to be vary oAokul. I am wet 
equally eouMaut of tht* aMffwy if yUeed In any new aud on. 
wnaJ poMUon and eipBaed to aneowilrw enmifae that may poaaAty 
eoma efiea mft«m wUhonk 1 thlnh the remit oftha war wiUi the 
Barmaei mama to thow that whan breudhl a|ainet enanviaeeaperler 

in phyMaaIatrm|th to ttioae with Whom thay hare been aomWawad 

to eentaod, and required to eoriMunl olialaalaa of a dUhrwit klad 
frem what they hare bean anmatnmid to aurmount, Uie naUre 
troo^ bewerer well led, will bo found to want reeotoUo n and 
narrona rlgaer an aa to be isBrior to Burepann baope tn a dacrae 
not ordinarily to bo poraairad (n Indian wutbre. CorneqaanUy 1 
aheold appeahwad that if they ware «all«d apan to mat an ftiropeaa 
aaamy in the north of India they mlebl fall partly freia the went 
af phTeimI ttraafUt uu) pertly tnn the want of morel cttrrgy.' 

Itie dafaca of the Dotira of Indb ere a waut of phyetcal 
ftrragth end of morel energy. The ftnt ie beyond our 
remedy. It only depende iqHii oareelrea to reiw the Ulter 
to • mioh liigfaer etandard. Our ayeUm ha^ I fear, taudad 
to depriii ik 

Tm lata wan liave brought the eepey in oontaot with 
enemiea efaeoeuline ehacsetef, and hare ebown the juataoe of 
the preceding opinioa. 

Bir David Ochterlony, in Ua eotdldonttnl report to Gorcru- 
nMot during tho Kep^ war, bee recorded Ida opbioji that 
tha aapoya wore unequal to cootaod with the Odrichaa b 
tho hiUa. 

Hm BoruMM war vraa cxcloalvely carried da by Britiah 
tioopa. Tbt UediM troopi antiraly failad. It ia nndoratcod 
that Kr Archibald Campbell waa atrongiy pr^ioed agatut 
them, and whan grautbg tha requeet of their oStcora to be 
It 
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perniU^d to Ind tb*ir in«B to tlw Attack, be aegleetod tbo 
iwictice uiTeriablf adopted upon all otber oecaAoni of 
jeioutg with them a proportloa of Eoroptu tfoope To 
thie ibeir iU-wcceee may be ia put owing. My own im* 
preetioo it alao that in the Mwrt war agabet Ooorg the 
Madraa acpoyi ibow«l the oam west of coergy. 

With rrepect to the iuahUity of the eapoyi to ooatntO 
witli a Eoropean euemy, tbo eoaearrank opinSoa of all tlw 
evideooe, to whuli may be added the ioferenee to be dfawu 
from all ear own eeoqanto ia India, tecme to bo dedaive 
upon the quaitMO. 

Per my own part I am not quite dispoeed to eeroe to tlw 
MUM deepouding coaelonotJ, becaeea if the bolder and larger 
m«« uf the twrth wore mixed with a due profmrtiou of 
Stuwpean treope, and exdtod to aeto of valoar by luffiioieDt 
aMonnganent, I know twt why be ihould act aeqnire tlw 
Maw eaporior bearing aa the Portogueoe and the Noapolitaua 
under Britirii and Freoeb direetioe. Bat of the aepoye of 
tba eoutk of India, of tboae of the territorUe proper of 
Madraa and Bombay, I autertain no aucb bofw. Their eaae 
oonnot ba mete laToarably put for Uwm then by auppoiLtg 
(beta to ba Eareptaue, and to bava all the edrantagee of the 
EuropeoB cluuacter, and then let it be eakod if moit of lurit 
phyaical Inferiority weald be received ae recnito in any 
EuKipcan amy, or if an army to eonetitatod wmUd not be 
coueidered perfectly ioedleient. 

All tbeae &cto and opinione acem to ms to ntabliab ioeou* 
trovartibiy a large proporlkia of Bonpean troopo le 
nooemary for oor K<eurity nn^r aQ eiroaneUneai of peace 
and war. It anrprieoe me to &jd bow little eUautioit wee 
paid by Uw Oaemittee to ooa of tba moat important parte of 
Uw inqahy, the rrlative proportiona botween tbo native and 
Eoropoan force But we fortonately pomiie tbo epinkm of 
Sir Tbomai Manro, the firvt of anthoritiae, oonlinned by 
another only oeeond to hit, that of Colonel John Uudio, who 
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filled Uie ofloa of QaarteriBoeter-Genml wfaon I wm at 
Madraa. Tb« opiniooa oo both theas quwtiona an «0(rtb]r 
of beisg noticed. 

'TIm naUntnoy* an la an eseallant »UU of diaalpliaa bol af 
eeana the Karep«aiuanalwa]n wpariorloUM aaUna QoaaUea 
iai Wknt abMia ba Iba nlativc pre^eeticcM «f tka IsrapMu 
iaikatiyta Iba nattva lotkntry t Aaiwari I tbaoU ai 7 a&a<tkinl 
ofBnnpaaa; thatwaaUnproparttono1ia e n>aJat Madna,—indarf 
are have acmaUmaa latlMr nant new wa 1 m*» aaatfdanbiljr laaa.' 

I ofiM eoavaned witb Sir Thonuu Unnro oo Umt point, and 
ha axpraaaad hia ojnnku very deoidedly that (bar* abonld ba 
that p r opor ti on. Thia ia tlao my own opinion, but I think 
that U v^d anSea at praent to fix it at oM-firartb, haiug 
earafiU timt tb* caUbliabmant ahould b* alvaya kapt eon* 
plate, and that on tha moat remote iodioatioiM of danger it 
ahonld ba ineraaaad to oua-thiid. 

The atatamanta enuaxod to this Mlnato abew tha aetaal 
proportion of Enropcaisa to nativaa iu tha anay of aaah piMH 
deney, and in tha wbula araiy. 

Iha raiaiug the Bnn^teau proportion to ffisa-foarth weald 
nqoira an catabliabment of 18,171 rtol* ^ ^ 

priaant catabliihmeut of King'i troopa oentiaU of twanty 
reipiDenU of iufautry and fear of oavalty. Tha Domlnri 
wuating to eonpleta ameant to 1945 rank and Ua, and 
tha effcctira tCnngth eouiata only of 16 . 58 ? »ak and 
fiU. Tba thtM European rtginanto in the Oompauy’t 
aarvica amoanl to 1449 rank and file. 'Cbiy axeotd tb^ 
eoffiplamant Tba total alToetiva Ibrct, both Kinf'i aad 
OoDpan/'it amoanta to i8,ei6 rank and fda, and tha deficit 
veqairad to oonplata tha whola to ane*f(Mirtb weold ba 10.155 
and file, of vbkh 8599 would ba in axacm of tba 
pretest aaUbliahmaut, auppoaing tba King’i raginaota to ba 
ooopiite and tha Compnny'i Eoropean oorpa radaead to 
their ocnnpleiaant In order to maintain tba proportion of 
ona-feorth in a atoto of dfideooy, it b nmaanry to advert 
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ta Om t«( 7 gmt dillem>e4 then ia. and muat alwafi ba, 
betweta tba apparent aod tba raal fena. that ia hatwaan tha 
nsbar gf men aetuoily borne on the ralta, and Ihoae IT tba 
ngimral took tba field vfao wonld ba forUxomiag. Maa^ 
from the affeota of ctuoata not ha left behind in boapital 
and qnartan. 

I oallcd 00 Dr. Borka, the Inapcotor-Oeoenl of Hoapitala, 
an ofBoer of great cxpenaBoa and intelliganoe, for an opinion 
of Uw that ooghk to ha made on tbit aoora. Hta 

annrar girts d par cant, for aiek left bebind and 4 fwr 
oaaV BWra for tbo effleota of area a long marok on a very 
^loit aarriea. In order to kaop op thia ona-fbortli to ita 
proper qiMta I think tba aatabUahmant of rank and file 
ahoold ba fixed at 15,000 infantry and 5000 cavalry, and to 
afiaat it at tba laut poanbla ehi^ 1 wouU raiaa oaeh of 
onr twanty-threo regimanta of infautiy to 1000 tank and 
dlt, tod add to oar aalablirfuDeat two roginwnta of Kin^a 
m&ntiy. Tba oaralry. aa 1 have alnady propoacd in a 
foTuar minsta, diouU b# rabad to fine rank a^ file, and 
the aataUIdiBient angmanted freon tbraa to five regimanta^ 
being rooo man abort of tbo force pcopoaad. 

I voold etation tbeao two additional rtgitnanto of infantry 
ai^ two of cavalry aa foltowa one of Infantry at Ba n galo r e, 
making three ragimanta at that atatioo, odticli I oooaidar aa 
tba moat oenraniant poelion for a raaerva, to ba applkaUo to 
•II axigenoaa In Indio; one ragioaent of in&ntry and one of 
mvalry to ba plaoad in tba great eentrioal ca n to nt nent, 
Bijputiaa, ptopoacd to bo eatablidiad an tba Beaa river, 
and tba otbar raginant of cavalry at Haidartbid. 

In Bijpatina tboro are above lo.ooe native troopi with* 
oot any Europian foroa, which I conaider to be highly 
ofajcetioaable in many pointa of view. Hiu tract of ooontry 
between tba Narbadd and Jtunna, or rather betvaan Ntgpnr 
ackd Agra, ia by br tba moat important la tba wbolo Una of 
oar mititaiy oocopation. 
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I do n«t fU eallod upon to toggett tho meoiiB vhiofa 
Util oxtn «xpanM ibaU bo defnyed. Uj doty it pofonood 
b ittting Um imporfectkoit of oar proi^ odlitory dofwM 
tsd the neoMiret that are seotMuy for the oeeuiity of oar 
eajuro. At the mhoo time it appeon to IM that the reda<> 
tioa of ose ceptaiu ia ovory regimoat of notiTt iofoatry aod 
Mvalry nay b modo withrat any ooBiiiromiM of eficieney. 
WbcD two eemponiae wne ndnoed b each regineot the 
former oomploneut of officcn reiuinod uunlt«ed. I c oa iider 
the oelehUihaeot of SoropMU ofReen in a tmtive refloMut 
to bo fer more thoa it iieocatry, tad H it their uutber aod 
high pay which iwcll to taoh on iinmaBia imonnt tht i^* 
lory expenditare. Meu differ vtiy mwh oi to the proper 
proportio:^ waa oontendinf tint the nmoont ouaot be too 
great; othen^ ogoio, that the eepoy tnny «u naw b a 
better itoU than wlwo there wore oot mote than three or 
foor oSoon wiUi eedi ccrpa 1 am macfa bdined to be of 
tkit opinioit. Hm ooiUMctioD between E\iropcan and notira 
iiftcere wot raooh oloeer, tbolr depeiMbnoe npoo etch other 
greater, and a moro eordiol iaiimaoy exirt^ between all 
nnkt. I betiere the tepoyi Itavt ntrtr beet 10 good M they 
were b the eorlieet of onr career; Done foperior to 
thoee under De Boigne, and at tha praeont day nano bettor than 
the Niiom’i eontingcot, where the eante proportioc, I brieve, 
about liz oAcen, it ouuutoiaed. Hwrt 11 ont bet that ia 
BuivaretUy idmittad, that no anraber of European otBoen 
will rn»V« a lepoy eerpa eqaal to on European regisoot, ud 
b ay ofbiioa that etUbliehment would ht lofGeitnt that 
oDowtd the preotnoe of one officer to a oorapony. tbe loviag 
propoeed would go br to meet the charge, b addition to tha 
diongti that hava been loggeeted in napeot to the Boshay 
emy. 

There arc two peblt adverted to ia tha reperto of the 
Committee that on wdl deearvbg of early cenoideratioB. 

Both the Uodne Comuittoo and the Ad}utaat>Oeoeral 
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utd Quartcrmuttr^Mnl of Bengal annjr lun reooo- 
Mndod Uw angiMntiiUon of eaeli aatiTO eoatn to 1000 bmd , 
oitboat 1S7 ioerMM of offleon, ond I would itroogljr rapport 
ha adoption m toon aa tba flaaiwaa will allow. It would giva 
gnat roliof to ttie dat^ dorolvug npeo all rapoj eoipa, whiob 
ia efloD mjr liarunng and diatnaaing u milifaijr duty, and 
SDcrOMtd \rj Uio httarfereaoo and intempUoa ^lao caaaad 
to their religioui ouatoma. Thb taenaae would poRDit the 
extenaiu of a auch raload indulgeaeo, that of fdrioogh, to 
a mash larger proportion of ttmj regiment^^p ooe-AfUi, 
and for a longer period—aapapear. I aboold Ihiak it would 
ia anp new general regulation bo adviaabio to radneo tha 
azoonnt of pap reoeived during ahaeneo. Hiora ia at thia 
Hm* » gnat differeneo of pnotiee in thia reepaot botwoen 
tho Bengal aopopt and tboaa of Madna and Boenhap, to Ilia 
adrantaga of tbo lattor. 

Tba nna Bengal offleera hare urged tbo brmaUon of a 
portion of tbo regular regimonta into light iofantrp. Aa 
there it not a aingle ^ef In India or on tha frantiar who 
las reaial aa in tiiw» aa anap feraead priaciFaDp for that 
parpoao ia in a great degree eneleea Within our torritoriee 
■11 iararreetion mnat be confined to hille or the jnnglea. 
Without we have either the Keptl Hilli or the jan^aa aud 
atoekadoa of Ava, where aoldieee well trained in irregular 
fighting and in the expert naa of a light ciuahot can alone be 
uarful. I am of opinion that one caura of the defeat of tho 
two eolunini in tho lata Coorg war map be oaoribed to tha 
ignorance of both men and offioera in th£a apeoiea of warfare, 
which teqoiree a partienlar and eonatant inatraetioo aa well 
■a axperiaoeo. 

The irrignlar cerelrp ta tha arm of all othera ia India (bat 
map bo placed on a par with anp of tha nuUtaip meani that 
we eonld cfnwmand for our defence ogaiaat foreign inmion— 
not even excepting the European cevalrp. I need not repeat 
what haa boon lo oftan atated, that tha Bobillat and all the 
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etbrr eatto lund bravtat man in Indk wlw will not 

«oUr our nnki from dialiln to our rigid dUdpUnt, aad from 
th« f«r of pmonal diarwpect from oar young Ujcoudderulo 
ofioort, ktTs BO rcpagouwo to wrro in Um irragnUr <nTiIry. 
Tbo imgolar ournlty is of peouliar im|mrUMO in India. It 
u tba ftrooriU am of tho nadro. It atUsfaaa him to our 
Mrrteo by Uio ttrong tit* of iotuwt and afftction. It 
prcranU Ut beii^ engaged agabrnt oa, and if U>* eyatam 
were anSciautly axUndcd it would, a a trifling aapesa^ 
afford u all Uw advantage*, moral and military, which tlm 
llnaeiaat have deriTod froai the Cooada, who, from hoiag the 
bittoreat anamMa of Bnmia m tho tin* of Peter the Great, 
have beooma the moat faithfni anl^joett of the ampin. Thia 
feroe riionld bo inneoaed to ao,ooo nan. 

Stotm power mutt bo ioclodod among the moat powerful 
BeoDi of redueing tbo dUEcuHiee of proleetiea and rapport 
to lodi oetaiudro and diitaikt linM of dafaiwa and of multi* 
plying tha nilitary reeoureaa that wa edready poweao. In 
illaatiatieo of the praetkul ure that might bo mada of thU 
powar, I taka tho liberty of introducing hara an opinion that 
1 bate alaowbere expmiird 

' But aa «Ad*nt iMria* itaam aatablUlimaat In India la mlM 
far by aaaiUiraUoiw mar* ptwarfal artn Uian IhMoramaaMevlal 
idnnUgO ar Improvad peilUal bmiItoL It wmI 4 mnlUpl; la a 
mtle UUb aadmieed tha dafanaira moam of th* Inplra. Lot ma 
adrait fa an avaat. Uia partlwUn «f whiak are wfUtln rear reMb 
farUoailhaBunaaMwar. If fare powetfal ataamwa bad than faao 
at eur oammaad to bring up In ({siok anommfan all nannwry lain- 
fareamtatf tad lupplloa, tba war would peehabty bavo farwtaafad 
In a faw aMatha, and neny mlUiana of traaaoiw miey tboumnda 
of llvaa, aad aaWuardiaafy miaary and Mmam wonid baro barn 
•parad. Allow ma to aulanU aaaUior aiUmafa of advaatafa, af 
tba ewTieitiiai of wblcb yen all aan tibrwlaa fudga. Tba pr^ar 
atattoa far tb* petnaliwl iwarve of aor Kuropaaa troopa In India fa 
at Baagalonv Hadna tbo jiUm of ambarbatloak la a bw dapa at 
aay paried af tba »ooaoo«% tba aama 8va afaamate wonM forry 
tblBfareatoUMmefadiataatpartoftbeaheteaoftbaBmplrw In 
Ovo wtaka wift tba aid of I ha rtv*r«lraman tbia nwrm weald 
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mok AQafcalM^ Um Rkprt MBbiMl point W Mr larriloriM •■4 
«M »f Mr noit cMiinutdlni pcolUoai. Th* mim atouB powsr 
tkH would oBolilo a« to boAo 0117 toTodor la war woald bo omplo 
latlmaoadpooao to parry Into eiiapliti oaeoMUoa tbo witolo pka of 
too Bonpal Htooin OamaiJItoai tor wblol) t omUbim to bo a dteidod 
adroMto.' 

I vili 00I7 oBir a ranuric Ui«t if nch powar bo proridcd 
it ihmld ba axclonraljr approprutod to Uio Iraoaport of troopa 
and to tba maiiiUoanea of tlto ocnBuoioation with Eor^ 
ProD aD porpcan of Iom atilitp—aa paiaoga or tn^ rPBali— 
it dtonld ba iatordietad u baiiig imlnaly axponatva, and aa 
aftbeling vitlwul an/ ada^unlo ratam of bcnofit tho oAoicim/ 
and raadinam for oonataut aerrioa of Uto ateakiB naoehiuer/. 

I ibiU oal/ new tatka Um libart/ of tuggealing Um adrui- 
taga that rrodd aeuroo fton ineloding Uia niliti^oataUiiJi* 
optnto of Ce/lon in tbooo ontertaiiud for tha defenoo of oar 
Indian Eupira. Ce/loo ooold wall apara om ragimrat of 
iofantr/, wbicb would be pn temo a ralief to bar Ananiraa. 
For tbe oidioar/ datioa of tba oolon/ a aapoy oorpa at one half 
of tba axpoaaa woald probnbl/ anawar aval/ puipoaa, and in 
oaat of nMTO argaiit aarvioa lli# ragunant at Trieliioopoli 
might ba bold at the diapoMl of the OoTaminenl of Oe/lon, 
and wtnild ba aUa to erom the itmta in a vor/ abort timo. 
Tba Co/kn ragimr&t, if itatinned at Bangalora, would ba of 
mch more extended benefit, ooold mar^ down to r^tloee 
(Im THehinqtoli rtgimeot if BBCtamry, and ooukl mova on to 
Ca/ko is OBM of inenaaing urgeno/. Tbare k a bCaiay 
curpi in Ceykn, an element of defence not known in onr 
Indtao atabliahmeBt, and whieh might be meet oaefally 
•mpbyed in oar pronueee on the Eaatein oonat, and petdwpa 
in the Loarar Prorinoce, which are 10 hatefol to the ap-oonniry 
■epoy. If the experiment neeeeded, thii eorpe would afford 
a nnoleu for the fbondartion of a larger foTM It ia a great 
demderaton in our military nmngamanto, the obUiniag 
a mode of defence for Bengal proper at com efficient for tho 
BtaU and ntiafactory to the in^vtditab rmidt^ed. I bad 
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BiBoIi MBVwwtioo witli Sr Edward Bamw cn Uha 
I fomim, tadcad, a written memoraiKhun fma hia rtroa^ljr 
eoiuntrinf in tba view bare token, bal I onaot inatadiately 
Uy my hand apon it. 

I rcfnt that Uwm otocrrationi dtonki bare nm to aDch 
wirema laosth, hot ae om befim nu boa bad tlw oppoctonity 
of a o ca a ou of peaeo to roAoct apon tba altoraticpso (bat the 
anion of onr PreetdeueiM into ono OdTenunest, of ear 
torritorka into eae Bmpint, inpomtiroiy oall for. It woaU 
Iwve ill boeeno aae^ apoo a ratg^ oo momentoni ■ tim oaMy 
of thia great pnaa i wai on, to have been prorenlod byoay nutivo 
of delioooy froo tho full derolopnient of my opinion. 1 kar* 
lamly pnaonneo tba Indian army to ba the Imat effioiont and 
moataxpcniiTCin tba world. Tba nnUwtionof tbe bypotberia 
with wbieh I atortod, af tba imoean, of ie,eoe Ruiiiau 
infiuitry oa tbo Indaa, with Ha aocompanying Boltitadai. 
would aow find an in a atoto uUoriy anabla to rtaiat 
Tilt national roooareooat homo might poaaiUy rotene on fraa 
tba impoadiog rain, but wo mnai roooUoot timt wa ora not 
likely to bare again the aame largo amiea to aapply no witli 
gnat reinloroemenla, and that mao loenutod br tba 
would bo vary inaficiout and 4)a]te inadeqaato to bear tbo 
offreta of the elinate. 

But aren if wo oould orinmaMl tbie aid, it would ba ottorly 
i i wtr iiia UU ii^ with ample time for prtparoUn, with tbe ■»"» 
of ten milbeua atorling approjiawitod to our oilitory attab* 
liahroonfa, we were not abla to teeuro ourachta agnmat orvy 
calcalablo danger. 


Calutto, Marsh tstfa, idyg. 
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CHAPTER X 


Emd or iNDtAK Oasuh and Liri 

Tat earoor of Lord WUliam Bootinok hu 

DOW been coutdored in all ile bearinga, and an at¬ 
tempt haa been made to explain the iofluoDM he 
exerclaed over tite developmoit of Britiah power in 
India. Coaatderiog that be had wielded anthoritjr in 
that coanUjr for a period of nearly eeven yean ander 
eireamatanoea of great anxiety, h ia not anrpriaing to 
find that hie beelth aufiared daring tbe laat few inontha 
of bia atay there, but we eaanot aoppooe that tbia fact 
greatly ahortened bia tenure of power, which, with the 
exception of Lord Haatioga and Lord Dalhouaie, wax 
longer than that of any Qovemor-Qenaral in ihia 
oontory. Hia departure on aoth March, i855> in the 
fall height of bin rapotation, and when the taak of 
reform in India had teaohed ita end, not to be takon 
up for another generation, oontraated with the cinam- 
ataocea of hia tadden and enforeed exit from Uadraa 
in tSoy. Even the sore feeling in the Services from 
his intarfarenee with what were regarded as eheruhed 
perquiaitee did not prevent their cordial expremion of 
the opinion that he had done good work in India, and 
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tliAt bUi kdminutratioD formed u epoch in the history 
of our govenuneot of the oonniry. Among tbs nstivee 
the feeling of regret was nstiuAlly more Aoote, end 
found louder exprcesion beoauee in him they lost the 
frimid end Tindiostor who. first among their Engluh 
mien, held out to them the prospect of oqnsl rights 
and an bonoonble share in the govemme&L Ex- 
pressiMi was given to their gratituds by the statuo 
erected by publio (and chiefly native) subacription to 
his memory, which forms a piominent ornament of 
the city of CaloatU, and which bears an inscription' 
prepared by his frisud and coa^utor, Macaulay. 

Lord William Bentiock went to India as a reformer, 
and be folly and honourably realised the charaotar in 
which be was sent oat by the East India Company. 

* Tb« fellswles n InKriptlm »— 

Te 

Wiuue CAVwsiie BamveK, 

•be dorUis mtw rWM ralsd IihU* wlUi ealeant fndenar, 

Utcfritjr, *n4 benereiwMe ( 

•be, •* hMtl er s gml nmr bit Mid* (be 

rfw^ioliy eud ino(bntiea sf • ^itnto dUae ( 

•iM inteed lets OrienUl dusoUem the W BitUib rieedan ; 
vhe aever be|0* Uiel the end «d gerenaMal b 
the hJVfbea «r (he semed 2 
•he sMielted ereel rltee | 

•ho eOheod hanllUtliis dlMindlaec; 

•he latv Uberty te the espMtien ef pohUe oftbieft | 

•boM eoMUal daidf UwM te oietste the bleDeetuel and 
mwel ehanetor ef the mUob conaHted te hb chwfe. 

TUi MoeiuBtBt 
WM erected bjr mo 

•be, diMBS >a l« lamMTa, In Uocnesa ud In letlflM, 
ehwiah with eenU TwenUeB end gnlltode 

Um taeeier; e( hb •ba, nfctiniac, and setemel odMlaldrellaa. 
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He beg&a his work b; pluiiig the impiured Snanoos of 
the Indian Oovemment on a firm and Mtis/actory 
baait, not meiely by oonvaiiing a deficit into a sorplos. 
bat by eBbcting ponnaoont eeonomtos and creating 
now sooreoa of rovenao. He oarriod out asTcral great 
meosores of reform which were neceeaary, not only in 
the intereets of governed and goTsming, but also in 
order to demonstrate tho eazneat denre of the Company 
to oonador tho welfare of iU eubjeota. Ho was the first 
to put in practioe tho loftier tdoal of Indian govominantt 
whkh bad iosonaibly grown up after tho Warren 
Hastings trial. 

If Lord William Bentinek bad many admirem, it is 
not surprising, considering tbs aots of his adminietra* 
tkm, to find that he had also enemies and detractors. 
No one ean forcibly reform the established order of 
things without incurring the snralty of (hoes who aio 
interferod with, and Lord William fientinok certainly 
interfered with a good many people. Perhaps tlie 
writer who gave the most extreme oxproasion to those 
injured feelings was Mr. Thoroton in bis History, con¬ 
cluding a long indictment of Bentinek's administration 
with an attack on bis pcraonsl oharacier, in which he 
said there was ‘added the treachery of the TtAl in n 
to the caution of the Dutchman^.' But it is strange 
to find a writer like Orevilte, iriio was a shrewd jodge 
of human character, and who was, moreover, Ben¬ 
tinek's own D^how, giving expreosion to what was 

' A fordbt* u4 •leqaanl t«p]]r t* tlMraton's sUsek «a* 
ltab«4 Is U* tint v«luin««f Um CMaias «ji4 OiMms t«bs rssd. 
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after all Ui« aotipathjr to Lord William Bentinok fait 
by a vary amaU oJaae in India. Wa may amme that 
it waa rather prqadiea cauaod by bis homo poHtica. 
than olyaetion to BeaUnck'a vrork in India, that lod 
him to pan the following linea as his summiog up 
of the eharaetor of his undo 

‘ Ue ia a naa wlwae saeecaa In KCa has been greater than 
his talsots wirrant, Ibr ha is not rlgUt'haailad, and baa ena> 
roittad soma giaat blander or other ia every |raUie aLtwIioa 
in whieh ha hu hern plseod, hnt ha is sinpla ia hia hshits, 
pOfoUria hia naaners, liharal In his opinioks, and raagnlii* 
cantly bospItaUa in his mods of Ufa Thasa qualitioi are 
aaoogh to ansorc popularity.' 

Tho moot onfriendly oritleo of Lord William Ben> 
tinek have not vantared to d«ny that ha aecomplished 
Uia work aoinutod to him, and that ha antiafaotorily 
solved the problema which came before him. Tbcir 
eritieian ia not directed against tb« manner of the 
worker, but against tho work iteelf. Tho deoiaion to 
diminiah tho expenM of govammeot, to give the 
governed a larger share in it, and to elsvato it for the 
benefit of the milliona in India and the liinglish reputa- 
tion, waa oome to becaose thoee etepe ooold ba no longer 
pot oiL They originated not with Lord William Ban* 
tiook ao moeh as in Unglsmd ondBr the prossnre 
of an atiHued, if still alu^iah, pnbUc opinion, and if 
they bad not been oarriod out by an officer of tbo Eaat 
India Company, the neglect would have entailed the 
speedier fall of that institution and the transfer of its 
duties to the British Crown and Parliament. 
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Bat there ia no jastlfieetioo for the looM eUto- 
nc&t eo frequently nuule th*t the olgeet of Lord 
WtUiun Bentiofik ww to {luillUte the tnnifer of the 
gOTenraent fiem Engludi to netive hnnda. He eaw 
clevly, and long before he wee Oovcinor-Oenord, 
that the administrative eerricee woald have to be 
reoraited from the uaUvee, and he reoognieed on 
principle the Jnstloe of this neaeore. He eairiod out 
what he approved, and what the Company iuelf saw to 
be Doo es eary, in an expeditious and practioal manner 
that provided an enduring and eaiisfactory remedy 
for the difficulty. Every snbeequent etop takeif by 
the Qoveninent of India in the exteneion of the 
branchee open to the nativee of the ooiintiy hae been 
the direct ooDsequenee of Lord William Bentinek'e 
policy. We have been told veey often that this was 
a miefortune rather than a benefit, and that by se 
doing the eeeds were planted of our overthrow. The 
prediction may be vorified at eotne remote date, ae to 
which no one but a raah prophot will attempt now 
(0 vatioinate. 

But what would have been the stability of tho 
V.n gliBh poeition in India if we bad pereisted in 
governing the oooiitry with a mere handful of oar 
own dBeiali, excluding the native from all loporior 
administrative work, and either aagmonting our 
expensee or diminishing our revenue in aoeordanoe 
ae we kept many or fewEaropean offidalst It would 
be going too frtf to assert that to-day there would not 
be a Britiah India at alL We content oortelves by 
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Myiag thu it would bo « Britisb India of which wo 
■hould have 1cm roaaon to be proud than of that 
which exiata, and alao that it would b« losa aecuro. 

V017 little oonaidoraUoo was aaatamxy to pi'ove 
to thoughtful pononi that two hundred milliona of 
people, eonpoecd of many lugbJy intoUigent and 
apiiitcd raoea, could not bo kept pormanently in a 
atato of eobJeoUon withont eithor voice or aharo in 
tbmr own goveroment Thoro ia no inataaee in 
hiatory of any raoe of capable oonquoron baviog 
attempted ao bopeleaa a taak, and all Lord ViJliaui 
Bentinck did waa to prove that the Company, having 
thrown aaide ita comineroial character, waa prepared 
to diaeharge ita dutioa aa a purely govoming body in 
a worthy naaner. It waa impoaiihle to aocouipliab 
this taak without giving umbrage to influonUat 
“Iflfrrrt. and tlie oompletenon of Lord Williani 
BeaUock’a anoooaa waa certainly calculated to em¬ 
bitter the feeling againat him among the old aervanls 
of the Company. Bui the allegation that bia policy 
waa oalffulatwl to undermine Brituh power in India 
ia one that will not bear examination. 

It waa indiaponaahle. By enabling the revenues 
of India to meet ell the ohergM of a foreign govern¬ 
ment bo added to the atrength and durability of onv 
poaitioo in India, and hia anxiety to augment our 
military foreaa in the country, and to eppoee a 
Buuian advance on India vritb a suitable foreign 
policy, ahowed that be would bo no party to anything 
tending to weaken oor bold upon the country. The 
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mtn earefally WillUm B«nUnek’t lodi&a oareor 
k ooiuidared, Uw mote evideot will it appoar tbat his 
part in ooQsolidating British aathoritjr in India was 
a great and honoorable one. To him ws feel it to be 
due that tho peoples of India were first oonvinood that 
a main &ctor in onr policy was a disintoi'estod doaite 
for their own welfare. 

Tbs closing years of liord William Bentinok's life, 
which was not long extended after the termination of 
hia Indian administration, oxdj call for brief notice. 
AAor his return to England in the antumn of 1835 bo 
was offered a peerage, which he declined, partly 
beotose he bad no cluldren to inherit a title, and 
partly bsoauso he wished to return to active political 
life in the House of Commons. In the election of 
1857 he was eleeted Member for the city of Olasgow 
in tbs liberal intereet. He spent a good deal of his 
time in France, where his Falormo friend of more 
twenty yean before had become Louis Philippe, 
King of the French, and bo died at Paris on 
June 17, 18591 at tho age of 65. Tho port of his 
life-work wbieb will endoie was performed in India, 
and although to him fell less of tho pomp and eir* 
ouffistanee of war wbteh has formed so prominent a 
feature of our bistoty in that country, and more of 
onattnotiTe internal reform, be can neror be exolodod 
from tho list of eminent rulers who made India 
a British poesession, and who have kept it so, ss 
much by tho tacit assent of tbo suhjoct population as 
by superior force. 
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